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Most students’ jobs don’t 
consist of putting their lives at 
risk to help others. However, 
four Godwin students volunteer 
at the fire department in Gooch-
land County.

Juniors Carson Rubin, Gan-
non Bostian, David Parrot, and 
James Carroll volunteer at Cen-
terville Station 3 in Goochland.

All stations in Goochland hire 
high school students as long as 
they are over the age of 16.

“Goochland will provide all of 
the training for you. It’s a great 
way to meet new people while 
serving the community at the 
same time,” said Rubin.

Centerville Station 3 is a vol-
unteer fire and rescue station. All 
of the hours worked by the group 
count as volunteer hours. 

“It’s a great experience being 
involved in a fire department, 
especially when you are young 
because it teaches you to be 
responsible and how to react to 
stressful situations,” said Parrot. 

A normal day at the station 
consists of checking gear and 
equipment, cleaning the fire 
house and trucks, and training. 
As soon as a call comes in, they 

drop everything and answer. 
When they arrive at the scene 

of a fire, everyone has a set job.
These jobs include connect-

ing the hose to the hydrant, 
pulling the hose line off the truck 
and laying out the tools needed 
in the yard.

They, then, wait for an assign-
ment from the officer in charge 
or Incident Commander. 

“A lot of thoughts go through 
my head when a call comes 
in. Immediately, I’m thinking of 
which task needs to be complet-
ed first as well as which tools 
should be grabbed,” said Rubin.

Rubin participates in EMT 
classes at Hermitage Technical 
Center. The class takes place 
every morning from first to third 
period.

Rubin has been with the fire 
department for four months, but 
has been training and riding 
along in Henrico County for the 
past two years.

The group of volunteers usu-
ally spend at least two nights a 
week at the station helping out 
where they can.

 “It’s awesome to be able to 
help protect a community and 
knowing that what we do is ex-
tremely important to residents of 
Goochland County,” said Carroll.

The tradition of Godwin stu-
dents participating in the canned 
food drive is continuing this holi-
day season. 

Lasting until Dec. 1, Beta 
Club sponsored the annual drive 
that for the Christmas Mother.

New Beta Club sponsor, 
Mary Mordica, helped run the 
canned food drive this year.

“I think that anytime you give 
something, you get something 
in return and it’s such a good 
feeling to know that you helped 
someone else and helped 
yourself at the same time,” said 
Mordica.

Last year, the canned food 
drive collected 2,070 cans as 
well as 50 books, 134 hats, 183 
pairs of gloves, and $1,845 in 
donations.

Assistant Principal Mindy 
Guyer wanted the entire student 
body to participate in the annual 
fundraiser. 

“I have had students who 
bring in hundreds of cans, which 
is over the top, but so appreciat-
ed.  If everyone brought one to 

five cans, we would be able to 
help so many families in need,” 
said Guyer. 

This year, Beta Club saw a 
surge in participation.

The Godwin student body 
collected 5,064 cans during this 
year’s can collection; increasing 
last year’s can count by 1,500.  

“I was very happy about the 
turnout,” said Mordica. “We far 
exceeded our goal to collect 
more cans than last year.”

Godwin teacher Daniel Wal-
lace’s class came in first place, 
bringing in a staggering 713 
cans or 26 cans per student. 

Wallace recruited the help of 
his student, and Beta club rep-
resentative, Jenny Ding.

“I gave weekly pep talks to 
my class and also brought in 
cookies when we reached 500 
cans,” said Ding.

“We were proud of our out-
come and we are happy to be 
helping those in need.”

Wallace was joined on the 
leaderboard by Womble with 
503 cans, Mordica with 396 
cans, Morris with 189 cans, and 
Hamilton with 162 cans. 

photo Chip Carter

More than 5000 cans are loaded on to a truck to be taken 
to families in need.

Godwin CAN give back
photo courtesy Carson Rubin photo courtesy Carson Rubin

“I think it’s important to help 
other people in need,” said 
Hamilton.

“I love the canned food drive. 

It is a great way for our commu-
nity to take care of those who 
need a little extra help during 
the holiday season,” said Guyer. 

Ceara Nolan
Front Editor
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America’s next top math model
Every fall, students in God-

win’s Todd Allen Phillips Center 
for Medical Sciences have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
international High School Math-
ematical Contest in Modeling 
(HiMCM).

The Math Modeling Competi-
tion, as it is often shortened to, is 
a strenuous 36-hour competition 
in which students are divided 
into groups of four and select 
one of two given problems to 
solve.

After deciding on a problem, 
each group must fully respond to 
the question within the 36-hour 
period by providing a 30-page 
paper and mathematical model 
as the solution.

Students who choose to 
participate in the competition 
are offered an experience not 
provided to any other Henrico 
County high school. However, 
nearby schools such as Maggie 
L. Walker Governor’s School, 
Collegiate School, and Clover 
Hill High School have participat-
ed in the past.

Junior Spencer Arcibal par-
ticipates in Math Modeling to 
experience what a future in 
mathematics would resemble. 

“This competition provides 
a stepping stone for a future 
career in applied mathematics,” 
said Arcibal. 

The competition has six 
categories which groups can 
place in. From lowest honor to 
highest honor, the categories 

are Successful Participant, 
Honorable Mention, Meritorious, 
Finalist, National Finalist, and 
Outstanding.

Godwin teams have ranged 
from Successful Participant to 
Outstanding. Last year, Godwin 
students were ranked as one of 
the Outstanding Teams, mean-
ing they were in the top one 
percent of 719 total teams.

Many center students look 
forward to this annual academic 
contest. 

Junior Pranav Neyveli said, “I 
enjoyed taking a math equation 
and producing an entire paper 
from it.” 

Math Modeling sponsor Mi-
randa Watson believes that 
this competition is beneficial 
for students because it gives 
them an opportunity to practice 
using math to support practical 
problems.

“It allows them to see where 
math is used in the real world,” 
said Watson. 

A number of students, such 
as sophomore Shreya Murali, 

take part in Math Modeling be-
cause they have an interest in 
seeing math applied to everyday 
life. 

Murali said, “The competition 
was a great experience that 
allowed us to explore the real 
world applications of math.”

Students participating in the 
competition were able to prac-
tice math skills and collaborate 
to creatively solve a problem. 

In addition to applying math 
and ingenuity, teams had to 
work together through effective 
communication skills and be 
able to manage the high-stress 
situation. 

Junior Daniel Wu said, “I 
learned that the best ideas 
come ten minutes before the 
due date.”

Junior Matthew Lim learned 
that the people you work with 
LQÀXHQFH�\RXU�SURGXFWLYLW\��

Lim said, “I learned that you 
have to make the best out of 
every situation, no matter the 
situation.”

Yara Ibrahim                          
News Editor

New society to honor English scholars
Starting this spring, Godwin 

will have a new honor society 
program.  

The National English Honor 
6RFLHW\� ZLOO� RI¿FLDOO\� EH� NQRZQ�
as the Roscoe-Bruner Godwin 
Chapter, named after two former 
English teachers who had a 
profound impact on the English 
department at Godwin.  

Former English teacher Car-
olyne Roscoe, now Carolyne 
Navikonis, started the Writing 
Center at Godwin in 2010, and 
her legacy continues to help 
students improve their writing 
skills.  Mary Bruner was a dedi-
cated English teacher at Godwin 
from 1991 to 2014 and was head 
of the Writing Center until her 
retirement.  

The committee to establish 
the English Honor Society was 
created in mid-November by 
English teacher and director of 
the Writing Center Mary Mordi-
ca.       

These teachers wanted a way 
to reward outstanding English 
students during the school year 
and at graduation with cords.  

The honor society will not 
have an application process. 
Rather, students will be select-
ed by teacher recommenda-
tions.   Students in the Writing 
Center, having already been 
recommended by an English 
teacher, will be considered for 
membership.  

“With the motivated members 

the honor society will have, I can 
only imagine the possibilities in 
the future,” said Mordica. 

As the English Honor Society 
grows, Mordica believes it may 
evolve into English tutoring and 
further involvement in other ar-
eas of school.  Members will see 
involvement in Poetry Out Loud 
and the Writing Center, as well. 

Mordica said, “I am really 
happy to have this be named 
after two former teachers who 
inspired a lot of us.  It feels good 
to have something lasting in their 
QDPHV� DQG� WR� DOVR� EHQH¿W� WKH�
English department and all the 
English students.” 

McKenna Gillard                          
Opinion Editor

Left: Henry Brown (l) and Noah Hull working on a 
problem. 

(l to r) Aala Nasir, Jack Drimer and Maggie Che analyze 
their data. 

photo Google Images
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Above: Ankit Kumar (l) and Satya Koppu work on a 
complex equation. 
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How to stay hopeful in the wake of the election
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The Student Voice

Waking up Wednesday after 

the election, I had a heavy heart.

I felt the need to mourn. I 

made my opinion, made my 

side’s arguments, and brushed 

off the thought of America elect-

ing someone whom I disagree 

with so heavily. 

But on Wednesday morning, 

my nightmare came true as I 

read the results. I felt helpless 

and hopeless. 

America, as a whole, made 

a decision. And although I per-

sonally may not agree with the 

decision, this should not be a 

time to mourn and be upset. 

So much progress has been 

made over the past eight years. 

Electing a president who may 

want to take that progress away 

should not be seen as a defeat, 

but rather another challenge we 

must push through.

As noted feminist Gloria Stei-

nem said in an interview, “This 

is a vote against the future, and 

the future is going to happen 

anyway.”

Progress will only be pushed 

back if we allow it to be pushed 

back, and we will only have our 

opinions silenced if we allow 

them to be silenced.

Over the course of the 

Obama presidency, a few mo-

mentous decisions have been 

made, including the legalization 

of gay marriage, the passing 

of the health care reform, and 

WKH� HOHFWLRQ� RI� RXU� ¿UVW� EODFN�
president. 

Our government is our voice, 

all of America. We are inclusive, 

not just of older people or white 

people or men. Everyone has 

a voice and when we use that 

voice together, progress will be 

made.

As a high school student, my 

power feels limited, and at times, 

I feel helpless. But there is so 

much that can be done and it 

all starts with a positive outlook.

Complaining and arguing will 

get us nowhere in these next 

four years, because our world 

is not over. All we have to do is 

to continue to stand for what we 

believe in, whether our legisla-

ture supports us or not. 

 “The world will not end be-

cause of a Trump presidency. 

Tomorrow, the sun will rise and 

the day will be a lot less joyful 

than I imagined, but I’ll get 

through it. We all will,” said jour-

nalist Roxane Gay in response 

to the results.

Gay also calls all Americans 

to action. She says we must 

vote, we most protest in ways we 

feel comfortable, and we must 

stand tall to push through.

Many high school students 

were unable to vote in this elec-

tion, as we were too young. But 

most of us will be able to vote in 

the next election, so working to 

have everyone’s beliefs repre-

sented is a tangible dream that 

should not be given up on. 

Being educated during an 

election is an important part of 

having the responsibility to vote. 

Understanding who you are vot-

ing for and the impact that your 

vote will have amongst other 

groups, and not just yourself, is 

a part of voting that can change 

certain views. 

At the same time, there is not 

RQH� VSHFL¿F� ZD\� WR� LQÀXHQFH�

change. Taking a stand comes 

in many forms if you don’t agree 

with how you are being repre-

sented.

The only way to hurt our priv-

ilege is by staying silent.

One’s worth is not determined 

by a single leader. Some may 

feel pushed down or ignored 

with the results of this election, 

not only because the president, 

but also by the citizens who 

support him. 

But these people are not the 

ones who determine who you 

DUH�� <RX� GH¿QH� \RXUVHOI�� ZLWK�
your friends, your work, and your 

character. Self-worth cannot be 

dictated upon us due to a single 

leader or a group of powerful 

people.

The power is within the peo-

ple. We are united in the fact 

that we all have a say, although 

at times it will be tough and it 

may feel impossible to make a 

change.

We will not stop progressing 

due to the governmental powers. 

We will work harder and we will 

protest, through social media, 

ZULWLQJ��DQG�ORFDO�LQÀXHQFHV��
We will make the changes 

that we wish to represent us, 

regardless of who is leading our 

country. 

Two women protest in California following the election of Donald Trump. 

photo Google Images  
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Student teaches basketball to wheelchair-bound
Coaching children takes a 

certain level of skill and dedica-
tion. Not only does it require a 
full understanding of the game 
being played, but it also de-
mands a charismatic personality 
that can keep the kids committed 
and engaged in the sport.

Add to the mix a disabling 
condition that confines the youth 
athlete to a wheelchair, and 
the challenge increases expo-
nentially. Now, the coach must 
change his or her approach to 
the sport, as well.

Senior Maggie Blackmon 
experienced this challenge when 
she began volunteering for the 
Upward Wheelchair league that 
her dad started seven years 
ago. The program aims to teach 
wheelchair-bound children how 
to play basketball.

“It started with three kids 
playing against my brothers and 
me, and has grown over the 
years,” said Blackmon.

Blackmon coaches the kids, 
developing their basketball skills 
on Saturdays during the season 
and in August over the summer. 
Most of the kids’ ages fall in the 
middle school range.

“We have 30 minutes to go 
through the practice and 30 
minutes to play. Sometimes, I’m 

their coach and sometimes I’m 
their opponent,” said Blackmon.

The kids have played against 
the Godwin girls’ basketball 
team, the Glen Allen boys’ bas-
ketball team, and their major 
rival, the Freeman boys’ basket-
ball team.

“Every once in a while there 
will be this huge upset like 
against the Freeman Boys. 
There is always this rival-like ha-
tred when they walk in, and their 
faces are hilarious when they 
see those massive guys. They 
mean the world to the kids,” said 
Blackmon. 

Blackmon’s main focus when 
coaching the kids is on their arm 
strength. Drills like “Zig-Zag” 
help the kids become accus-
tomed with moving their wheel-
chair to play a game.

“The kids get so happy when 
they play, and it is the cutest 
thing ever. They will shoot a 
three, and they will cheer and 
look at the crowd with such ex-
citement,” said Blackmon.

Along with playing basketball, 
the league also has an event 
called “Family and Friends Day” 
where people gather together to 
celebrate a successful season.

“One year we had the Glen 
Allen Pep Band, and the media 
was there. It was so much fun,” 
said Blackmon.

Blackmon herself plays and 
is a captain on the Godwin girls’ 
basketball team. She played Ju-
nior Varsity her Freshman year 
and Varsity her next three years.

Blackmon does not plan to 
play in college, but does hope 
to continue coaching basketball 
at Upward.

“You just have to make bas-
ketball fun. Being a basketball 
player, I know how hard it is to 
play, and I can’t imagine how 
hard it is for them. I love working 
with them,” said Blackmon.

Emma Ford
Online Editor-in-chief

photo courtesy Maggie Blackmon

Maggie Blackmon (r) with player Hannah Smith after a basketball game.

Godwin rappers on Soundcloud

As some may know, embed-
ded in the Godwin student body 
are a few SoundCloud rappers 
and mix makers on the search 
for stardom. These rappers are 
juniors Alex Leverty and Glen 
Dean. 

When asked why they want-
ed to start rapping and mixing, 
the boys responded explaining 
that their love for music was 
their main drive for starting their 
SoundCloud careers. 

“When I was young I always 
liked listening to music and 
rhyming words from time to 
time,” said Dean. 

Leverty was inspired to start 
making music because he want-
ed to show off his taste in music 
to his peers. Some of his biggest 
inspirations are Biggie Smalls, 
Playboi Carti, the Isley Brothers, 
and Bobby Caldwell. 

“They are all very different 
types of music but they all have 
the sound I’m constantly looking 
for,” he said.

He first started drawing at-
tention to his mixes by telling his 
close friends, who then spread 
the world throughout the school. 
His most popular mix is called 
“Fruit Vol.” and is a favorite of 
his followers and friends. Leverty 
has a collection of mixes called 
the “Fruit Volumes” which each 
display a different fruit on the 
front cover and contain 5-10 
songs each. 

His first mixes were called 
“Secrets of Sound” and were 
focused on classic hip hop. He 
normally relies on a Mac to blend 
the songs together, but can also 
make his mixes on Audacity if 
needed. Leverty adds his signa-
ture intro at the beginning and 
various original sounds through-
out each song.

 “I’ll usually bass boost and 
tweak the pitch of some of the 
songs just so they sound that 
much better,” he said.

Leverty’s next mixes will be 
coming out within this month, 
and he plans to continue his 
career in the future. He hopes to 
have a podcast where he could 
interview artists and play his 
favorite music. Leverty decided 
to start his career using Sound-
Cloud as a platform because it’s 
the place he listens to most of 
his music and it is efficient and 
easy. 

“I have a premium member-
ship and it only costs a couple of 
dollars a month,” he said. 

Glen Dean also decided to 
produce music when he dis-
covered young rappers who 
produced their own music in 
their rooms and decided that if 
they could do it, he could do it. 
Some of his inspirations include 
Bob Marley, Kid Cudi, Felly, and 
Curren$y. 

Dean bases his songs on how 
he feels because he believes 
that most artists don’t produce 
songs that portray their real 
emotions. 

“I have a lyric pad and write 
whenever I have free time,” he 
said. Dean spreads the word of 
his music through Instagram, 
Twitter, and Snapchat to let 
listeners know when he is re-
leasing a song. 

His first and only song is 
called “Marley Morning”. 

“At the moment I have only 
released one song because I’m 
saving up for nice equipment 
to have a soundproof studio in 
my own room. I’ve written about 
seven complete songs, that I 
plan to release before the year 

ends,” said Dean. Alex Leverty 
(Dj Lev$) will be accompanying 
Dean on his next project and 
his next song will be coming out 
in either late November or early 
December.

The process of creating a 
song begins with picking out 
a beat or even creating one, 
which may make the process 
slightly lengthier. Dean listens to 
beats and freestyles on them for 
an hour to get his brain flowing 
before he starts to put a song 
together. He uses Logic Studio 
software to put his songs togeth-

er because it allows him to mix 
and edit his voice along with the 
beat. Using his own mic, stand, 
keyboard, and drum pad, Dean 
starts to put his songs together 
piece by piece. 

Dean chose to start his career 
on SoundCloud because listen-
ers do not have to pay to hear his 
music and because it is a very 
popular music source. He hopes 
to continue producing music for 
as long as he can. “There’s noth-
ing I love more,” he said. 

Carter Straub
Rearview Editor

photo Reagan Richmond

Rappers Glen Dean (l) and Alex Leverty intend to collaborate on a project together. 

photo courtesy Maggie Blackmon
Godwin girls basketball team with the Upward Wheelchair 
League. 

Exploring music through an online platform
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Local students work towards inclusion

photo Henrico County Twitter

On Nov. 15, at the University 
of Richmond, students from ev-
ery grade, race, religion, gender, 
and sexual orientation gathered 
and joined each other to open 
a dialogue about both what it 
means to share and to listen. 

While eight Godwin students 
were in attendance, surround-
ing schools such as Henrico 
High School, Chesterfield High 
School, Richmond City High 
School, and private institutions 
also participated. For Godwin, 
it was a first. These students 
were chosen based on the rec-
ommendations of both adminis-
trators and counselors. 

Diversity Day serves “to 
increase high school youth’s 
sensitivity to and awareness 
of diversity issues so that they 
can create school and commu-
nity environments free from the 
distractions of prejudice, stereo-
types, and bigotry.”

They broke down into groups 
with the theme “Power in Story” 
in mind. By sharing their stories, 
students opened channels of 

Olivia Carey
Editor-in-Chief

communication with their peers, 
breaking down cultural, institu-
tional, and personal stereotypes 
as they did so.

“A lot of the small group 
discussion revolved around indi-
vidual stories, comfort in sharing 
school, and pros and cons from 
personal sharing experience,” 
said school counselor Juliana 
Schatz. 

Diversity Day also brought 
up personal roles in storytelling, 
namely, Story Teller, Listener, or 
Connector. Students looked at 
their role in the dialogue. Story 
Tellers like sharing and com-
municating their experiences. 
Listeners prefer to listen and 
learn from others’ stories. Con-
nectors encapsulate both roles 
by listening and then relating it 
to their own lives. 

“I didn’t really know what to 
expect when we got to Diversity 
Day, but once I got there, I really 
appreciated their focus on each 
person being comfortable in 
telling their story and the impor-
tance on spreading it. I met peo-
ple from all over Henrico County, 
and it was really interesting to 

see how their experiences or 
stories differed from mine,” said 
senior Guadalupe Pinto.

Discussion also centered 
around bringing diversity and 
acceptance into schools. Stu-
dents brainstormed about how 
to apply concepts like equality 
to everyday situations. 

“I learned that I value and 
accept diversity more than a 
lot of things in my life. Diversity 

Godwin participates in Diversity Day for the first time

is what helps humans see the 
world from different perspec-
tives. Being able to go to Diver-
sity Day truly was an experience 
unlike any other. I learned how 
to accept diversity and then take 
matters into my own hands,” 
said senior Michael Whitty.

The program was put on by 
the Virginia Center for Inclusive 
Communities, which seeks to 
move Virginia towards tolerance 

and inclusion by facing society’s 
issues. The center’s core values 
celebrate inclusion, integrity, 
effectiveness, relevance, and 
openness.

“The students who partici-
pated felt it was valuable and 
would love to have a larger scale 
program at Godwin for all the 
students,” said Schatz. 

Godwin students that participated in Diversity Day at the University of Richmond. 
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Akankshya Jena (Sophomore)
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”  (cartoon)

Justin Chavez (Senior)
“Home Alone”

Allison Derrick (Senior)
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (cartoon)

Ollie Felton (Senior)
“Elf ”

Erika Reiter (Junior)
“Elf ”

Mark Seidenberg (teacher)
“Home Alone”

Sloan Rutledge (Freshman)
“Home Alone”

Amy Jordan (Sophomore)
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”

Favorite Holiday Movies

Page Compiled by Jordan PaynePhotos Julia Grossman and Reagan Richmond 

Mindy Guyer (12th grade assistant princi-
pal)
“Elf ”
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Cross country puts miles into states

Sports curses and conspiracy theories 

)RU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� LQ� WKUHH�
\HDUV�� WKH� HQWLUH� JLUOV� FURVV�
FRXQWU\� WHDP� FRPSHWHG� DW� WKH�
VWDWH� OHYHO�� 7KH� WHDP�� DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKUHH�UXQQHUV�IURP�WKH�ER\V�
WHDP��ZHUH�DEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�WKH�
VHFRQG�ZHHNHQG� RI� 1RYHPEHU�
DW�*UHDW�0HDGRZ���

7KH� JLUOV¶� VLGH� RI� WKH� WHDP�
KDV�D�KLVWRU\�RI�PDNLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�
VWDWH�PHHW��ZKHWKHU�DV�D� WHDP�
RU�LQGLYLGXDOO\��EXW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
DEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�DV�D�FRPSOHWH�
WHDP�VLQFH�������7KH�ER\V�WHDP�
PDGH�LW�WR�WKH�PHHW�ODVW�\HDU��EXW�
GLG�QRW�UHDFK�WKH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�
JR�DV�D�WHDP�WKLV�VHDVRQ��

³6LQFH� ,¶YH�EHHQ�KHUH� IRU����
\HDUV��,�WKLQN�ZH¶YH�PDGH�LW�IRXU�
WLPHV�RQ�WKH�JLUOV¶�VLGH�DQG�RQO\�
WKUHH� WLPHV� RQ� WKH� ER\V¶� VLGH��
:H¶YH� DOZD\V� VHQW� LQGLYLGXDOV�
LQ� WKH� QHZ� V\VWHP�� EXW� LQ� WKH�
ROG�V\VWHP�WKHUH�ZHUH�GH¿QLWH-
O\� \HDUV� ZKHQ� ZH� GLGQ¶W� VHQG�
DQ\ERG\�´�VDLG�FRDFK�-RQDWKDQ�
/DXGHU��

The Chicago Cubs 

,Q� ������ WKH� JLUOV� WHDP�ZRQ�
WKH�9+6/¶V�¿UVW��$�6WDWH�&KDP-
SLRQVKLS�PHHW�E\����SRLQWV��7KLV�
\HDU��WKH�JLUOV�WHDP�SODFHG���WK��
DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�UHVXOW�FRQVLGHU-
LQJ�WKHLU�SUHYLRXV�SHUIRUPDQFHV�
DW�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ��

7KLV� \HDU¶V� VWDWH� JLUOV� WHDP�
ZDV�FRPSULVHG�RI�VHQLRUV�(PLO\�
:KLWW\�DQG�%ULWWDQ\�%HOO��MXQLRUV�
-RKDQQD�/XSLFD��/LO\�:HLQ��DQG�
$ULHOOH� &RWWUHOO�� DQG� IUHVKPHQ�
0HJDQ� :DUG� DQG� &RQVWDQFH�
1HZHOO��7KH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�LQFOXG-
HG� VHQLRUV� /RXLVD� *OD]XQRY�
DQG�'HODQH\�:HVWRQ��DQG�MXQLRU�
%U\QQ�%DFNHU��

2Q� WKH� ER\¶V� VLGH�� VHQLRUV�
5HLG�:HVWRQ��0DWWKHZ�&KLOWRQ��
DQG�5RQDQ�+LJJLQV�KDG�WKH�RS-
SRUWXQLW\�WR�FRPSHWH�LQGLYLGXDOO\�
DW�WKH�PHHW��

$W� WKH� VWDWH� PHHW�� 5HLG�
:HVWRQ�ZDV�*RGZLQ¶V� ¿UVW� ¿Q-
LVKHU�DQG�SODFHG� LQ� WKH� WRS�����
DQG�:DUG�VHW�D�SHUVRQDO�EHVW�LQ�
WKH�UDFH��

³,W� ZDV� D� JUHDW� H[SHULHQFH�
EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� FRPSHWH� DW� WKH�

VWDWH� FKDPSLRQVKLS� ZLWK� 0DWW�
DQG�5RQDQ�>ER\V�FURVV�FRXQWU\�
UXQQHUV@�� :H¶YH� SXVKHG� HDFK�
RWKHU�WR�EH�EHWWHU�DOO�VHDVRQ�DQG�
¿QLVKLQJ�WRS����LQ�WKH�VWDWH�ZDV�
D�SUHWW\�JRRG�UHVXOW�WR�HQG�ZLWK�´�
VDLG�5HLG�:HVWRQ��

$OWKRXJK�/XSLFD�ZDV�QRW�IHHO-
LQJ�ZHOO�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�UDFH��VKH�
SXVKHG� IRUZDUG�DQG�SHUIRUPHG�
KHU�EHVW��

³6WDWHV�ZDV�D�IDQWDVWLF�H[SH-
ULHQFH«�LW�ZDV�EH\RQG�DPD]LQJ�
WR�EH�WKHUH�ZLWK�WKH�WHDP�DQG�EH�
DEOH� WR� UXQ�DJDLQVW� WKH�EHVW� RI�
WKH�EHVW�´�VDLG�/XSLFD��

$OVR�QRWDEOH�WKLV�VHDVRQ�ZDV�
(OOLH�-HIIUH\��DQ�HLJKWK�JUDGHU�DW�
UHFHQWO\� UHQDPHG� 4XLRFFDVLRQ�
0LGGOH� 6FKRRO�� -HIIUH\� KROGV�
WKH� VHFRQG� IDVWHVW� WLPH� RI� WKH�
VHDVRQ�DW��������

-HIIHU\� ZRXOG� KDYH� JRQH� WR�
VWDWHV� LI� QRW� IRU� WKH� 9+6/� UXOH�
WKDW� PDNHV� PLGGOH� VFKRRO� VWX-
GHQWV�LQHOLJLEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�DW�WKH�
YDUVLW\�OHYHO��

³,� KDG� D� ORW� RI� IXQ� WKLV� \HDU�
JHWWLQJ� WR� NQRZ� DQG� WUDLQ� ZLWK�

7KH�&XUVH� RI� WKH�%LOO\�*RDW��
LV�SUREDEO\�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�VSRUWV�ZRUOG��SDU-
WLFXODUO\�EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�MXVW�EHHQ�
³EURNHQ´��7KH�FXUVH�GDWHV�EDFN�
WR������ZKHQ�%LOO\�*RDW�7DYHUQ�
RZQHU�:LOOLDP�6LDQLV�GHFLGHG�LW�
ZRXOG�EH�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�EULQJ�KLV�
SHW�JRDW��0XUSK\��WR�JDPH�IRXU�
RI�WKH�:RUOG�6HULHV��

%HFDXVH� RI� WKH� SDUWLFXODU�
RGRU�0XUSK\�FDUULHG��IDQV�EHJDQ�
WR�FRPSODLQ��DQG�6LDQLV�DQG�0XU-
SK\�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR�OHDYH�:ULJOH\�
)LHOG��6LDQLV�ZDV�YHU\�XSVHW�DQG�
DOOHJHGO\�VDLG��³7KHP�&XEV��WKH\�
DLQ¶W�JRQQD�ZLQ�QR�PRUH�´�6LDQLV�
ZURWH� D� WHOHJUDP� WR� WKHQ� WHDP�
RZQHU�3KLOLS�.��:ULJOH\�DQG�WROG�
KLP�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORVH�WKH�
:RUOG� 6HULHV� DQG� ZRXOG� QHYHU�
ZLQ�RQH�DJDLQ�

,V�LW�WUXH"�)RU����\HDUV�SHRSOH�
WKRXJKW� VR�� 6LQFH� ������ &XEV�
IDQV� KDYH� WULHG� HYHU\WKLQJ� WR�
EUHDN�WKH�FXUVH���EULQJLQJ�JRDWV�
WR�:ULJOH\�)LHOG��SULHVWV�VSUD\LQJ�
KRO\� ZDWHU� LQ� WKH� GXJRXW�� DQG�
IRXQGLQJ� DQ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� 5H-
YHUVH�WKH�&XUVH��ZKLFK�EURXJKW�
GDLU\� JRDWV� WR� LPSRYHULVKHG�
FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKLUG�ZRUOG�FRXQWULHV��

6LQLDV�KLPVHOI� WULHG� WR�EUHDN�
WKH� FXUVH� ZKHQ� KH� EURXJKW� D�
JRDW� WR� :ULJOH\� )LHOG� LQ� �����
EXW�WR�QR�DYDLO��,W�ZDVQ¶W�XQWLO�WKLV�
\HDU¶V�:RUOG�6HULHV�WKH�³FXUVH´�
ZDV�EURNHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�&XEV�EHDW�
WKH�&OHYHODQG� ,QGLDQV� LQ� JDPH�
¿YH�RQ� WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�
6LQLDV¶V�GHDWK�

The Talledega Jinx 

7KH� 7DOODGHJD� 6SHHGZD\�
KROGV�WKH�IDVWHVW�UHFRUGHG�WLPH�
E\� D� 1$6&$5� YHKLFOH� RQ� D�
FORVHG� RYDO� FRXUVH� RI� ��������
PSK��+RZHYHU��7DOODGHJD�LV�QRW�
MXVW�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�VSHHG��

,Q� WKH� ����� 7DOODGHJD� �����
1$6&$5� 5RRNLH� RI� WKH� <HDU��
/DUU\� 6PLWK�� GLHG� RI� H[WHQVLYH�
KHDG�LQMXULHV�LQ�D�VROR�FUDVK�WKDW�
ZDV� QRW� H[SHFWHG� WR� EH� IDWDO��
/DWHU� LQ� WKH� UDFH��%REE\� ,VDDF�
SDUNHG�KLV� FDU� DQG�DQQRXQFHG�
WR�WKH�VSHFWDWRUV�KH�ZDV�TXLWWLQJ�
WKH�UDFH��DQG�KLV�FDUHHU��

:KHQ� TXHVWLRQHG� DERXW� KLV�
PRWLYHV��,VDDF�FODLPHG�KH�KHDUG�
D�YRLFH�WHOOLQJ�KLP�WR�VWRS��,VDDF�
ODWHU�UHWXUQHG�WR�UDFLQJ�LQ������
RQO\�WR�GLH�LQ������IURP�D�KHDUW�
DWWDFN�FDXVHG�E\�KHDW�H[KDXV-
WLRQ�DIWHU�D�UDFH�

� 6PLWK� DQG� ,VDDF� ZHUH� QRW�
WKH�RQO\�SHRSOH�WR�IDOO�RU�ZLWQHVV�
VWUDQJH� RFFXUUHQFHV�� ,Q� ������
D� FUHZPDQ� ORVW� SDUW� RI� KLV� OHJ�
DIWHU�D� IUHDN�DFFLGHQW� LQ� WKH�SLW�

The Super Bowl                

        Hangover
2QH�RI�WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�FXUV-

HV�OHJHQGV� LV� WKH� FXUVH� RI� WKH�
6XSHU�%RZO��:LWKLQ� WKLV� VXSHU-
VWLWLRQ��WKUHH�WKLQJV�DUH�LQFOXGHG��
6XSHU�%RZO�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�WHDPV�
KDYH� ORZHU� WKDQ�H[SHFWHG�SHU-
IRUPDQFHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ� \HDU��
WKH� ZLQQLQJ� WHDP� QRUPDOO\�
GRHVQ¶W� UHSHDW� DV� 6XSHU� %RZO�
&KDPSLRQV��DQG�KRVW� WHDPV�RI�
WKH�6XSHU�%RZO�GR�QRW�SOD\�WKH�
JDPH�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�KRPH�¿HOGV�

³7KH�6XSHU�%RZO�+DQJRYHU´��

-RKDQQD�/XSLFD��FHQWHU��UDFHV����RWKHU�VWDWH�OHYHO�WHDPV�
WR�JDLQ�D�SODFH�LQ�WKH�WRS����DW�*UHDW�0HDGRZ��
WKH�JLUOV��7KDW�PDNHV�PH�UHDOO\�
H[FLWHG�WR�JHW�WR�KHOS�FRQWULEXWH�
WR� WKH� WHDP�DQG�KRSHIXOO\�KHOS�
WKHP� JHW� WR� VWDWHV� QH[W� \HDU�´�
VDLG�-HIIUH\��

7KRXJK�WKH�WHDP�GLG�QRW�SHU-
IRUP�DV�ZHOO�DV�H[SHFWHG��/DXG-
HU�LV�VWLOO�SURXG�RI�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�
WKH�VHDVRQ��

³:H� DUH� H[FLWHG� DERXW� WKH�
JLUOV¶� VHDVRQ�� 2XU� JRDO� ZDV� WR�
PDNH� WKH� VWDWH� PHHW�� DQG� ZH�
GLG�WKDW��:H�DOVR�EULQJ�EDFN�D�ORW�
RI�NH\�SLHFHV�IRU�QH[W�\HDU�DQG�
WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�EH�D�WRS�WHDP�LQ�WKH�
UHJLRQ�DQG�VWDWH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�
\HDUV�´�VDLG�/DXGHU��

EHWZHHQ� WZR� FDUV�� DQG� D� IHZ�
PRQWKV� ODWHU� LQ� WKH� 7DOODGHJD�
�����D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�TXDOLI\LQJ�
GULYHUV�IRXQG�WKHLU�FDUV�KDG�EHHQ�
PHFKDQLFDOO\� DQG� LQWULFDWHO\�
VDERWDJHG� WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH� WKH�
����� 0RVW� RI� WKH� GDPDJH� ZDV�
UHSDLUHG�EHIRUH�WKH�UDFH��EXW�WKH�
FXOSULW�ZDV�QHYHU�IRXQG��

,Q�WKH������:LQVWRQ������DQ�
DLU�WDQN�H[SORGHG�LQ�WKH�SLWV�LQMXU-
LQJ�VHYHUDO�SHRSOH�DQG�NLOOLQJ�WKH�
EURWKHU�LQ�ODZ� RI� 5LFKDUG� ³7KH�
.LQJ´�3HWW\��

)LQDOO\�� LQ� ������$XWRPRELOH�
5DFLQJ� &OXE� RI�$PHULFD� 3UHVL-
GHQW�%RE�/RJD�GLHG� LQ�D� WUDI¿F�
DFFLGHQW�LQ�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW�

/RRNLQJ� DW� WKH� DPRXQW� RI�
GHDWKV� WKDW� KDYH� RFFXUUHG�� LW�
LV� XQGHUVWDQGDEOH� ZK\� PDQ\�
EHOLHYH�LQ�WKLV�MLQ[��0DQ\�SHRSOH�
EHOLHYH� 7DOODGHJD� ZDV� EXLOW� RQ�
1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�EXULDO�JURXQGV��
ZKLOH� RWKHUV� EHOLHYH� QDWLYHV�
ZHUH� NLFNHG� RXW� RI� WKH� DUHD�
ZKHUH�WKH�WUDFN�LV�EXLOW��FDXVLQJ�
D�VKDPDQ�WR�FDVW�D�FXUVH�RQ�WKH�
YDOOH\��

KDV� EHHQ� XVHG� VLQFH� DW� OHDVW�
�����WR�H[SODLQ�ZK\�PRVW�6XSHU�
%RZO� &KDPSLRQV� UDUHO\� FRPH�
EDFN�WR� WKH�JDPH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
\HDU��

2QO\�D�KDQGIXO�RI�WHDPV�KDYH�
³EURNHQ´�WKH�FXUVH�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
6DQ�)UDQFLVFR���HUV��WKH�'DOODV�
&RZER\V��WKH�'HQYHU�%URQFRV��
DQG�WKH�1HZ�(QJODQG�3DWULRWV��

,V�LW�WUXH"�$V�WKH�PRVW�ZLGHO\�
DFFHSWHG� FXUVH� LQ� WKH� VSRUWV�
LQGXVWU\�� LW� LV� DUJXDEOH� WKLV�
SKHQRPHQRQ� LV� WUXH��DQG� WHDP�
UHFRUGV� VHHP� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
VWDWHPHQW�� ,V� WKLV� FXUVH� JRLQJ�
WR� VWRS� WHDPV� IURP� SHUIRUPLQJ�
ZHOO�DIWHU�ZLQQLQJ�D�6XSHU�%RZO�
WLWOH"� 'H¿QLWHO\� QRW�� EXW� KDV� LW�
SURYHQ�DFFXUDWH�D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�
WLPH"�<HV�

Dalia Jimenez
Sports Editor

Dalia Jimenez
Sports Editor
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6R� LV� LW� WUXH"� 0D\EH�� $P� ,�
JRLQJ�WR�JR�¿QG�RXW�IRU�P\VHOI"�
1RW�D�FKDQFH�
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Need something to binge this break?

Favorites:

Recommended:

7KH�2I¿FH Criminal Minds FriendsParks & Rec.Grey’s Anatomy

The FlashBreaking Bad

Unbreakable 

Kimmy SchmidtShamelessStranger Things

+HUH�DUH�VRPH�1HWÀL[�VXJJHVWLRQV�IURP�The Eagles’ Eyrie:

Happy Holidays from The Eagles’ Eyrie
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Unique holiday traditions
Tradition: Pickle in the Tree

Country of Origin: Germany

Student Quote: “Every year my family participates in the German tradition where my mom
will put a pickle in a tree and whoever finds it gets a treat.” – junior Charlotte Zerbst 

History: The Christmas Pickle Tradition can be traced back to 1880’s when German Woolworth
stores started selling glass ornaments shaped like fruits and vegetables. Many believe the tradition was 
spread in America when Bavarian emigrant John Lower was imprisoned in Andersonville, GA during the 
American Civil War. Lower begged for a pickle before he died, and recovered soon after eating it. Anderson 
started the tradition to spread his good fortune to others on Christmas Day. The pickle is the last ornament 
to be hung up on Christmas Day, and the first child to find the pickle gets an extra gift from St. Nicholas.   

Tradition: Three Kings’ Day’s gifts left in shoes

Country of Origin: Latin American countries

Student Quote: “On Jan. 6, we celebrate Three Kings’ Day. It is a more religious aspect of the
holiday, and we receive gifts similar to the gifts given by the Three Wise Men. We leave a pail of water with 
carrots outside, and place our shoes by the foyer to get gifts in our shoes.” – sophomore Dalia Jimenez

History: To many Christians, the Christmas season officially ends on the 12th day of Christmas
called the “Feast of the Epiphany” or “Three Kings’ Day”. It represents the day when the Three Wise Men 
met baby Jesus and presented him with the three gifts of Frankincense, Myrrh, and gold.  Many Hispanic 
communities celebrate the day with parades and performances, and place their shoes near their tree. 
Gifts will be placed in the shoes to represent the gifts brought by the Wise Men.   

Tradition: Celebrating both Hanukkah and Christmas

Country of Origin: No specific country of origin, but the tradition is common and accepted
in the US 

Student Quote: “Hanukkah celebrates the rededication of Jerusalem’s Holy Temple after the
Maccabean Revolt, and the fact that the oil used to light the menorah in the temple burned for eight days 
longer than the predicted one. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. It is fascinating to 
be able to learn about both religions, and interesting to go to both Church and Temple.” – junior Devon 
Furash

History: Interfaith marriage is a more modern occurence, and is common in the United States.
According to the Pew Research Center, almost 42 percent of marriages in the US are interfaith marriag-
es, a drastic increase from 1960’s, when around 19 percent of marriages were interfaith.  Most children 
from interfaith marriages tend to partake in both of their parent’s religious affiliations. Interfaith marriage, 
however, was disliked by many when it first gained in popularity, but has become more accepted as 
years have gone by.  

Tradition: Celebrating the Chinese New Year

Country of Origin: China

Student Quote: “We celebrate the Chinese New Year. I, normally, will get money in a red
envelope from all of my relatives. The occasion lasts for 15 days, but since we don’t get school off, my 
family celebrates it for only one day. However, when I was living in China, we would have a huge feast 
with all of my extended family and I would receive almost $200 from each of them.” – senior Jenny Ding

History: The Chinese New Year typically will take place during January or February. It follows
the lunar-solar Chinese calendar and therefore, does not follow the Western calendar. The festival can 
be traced back thousands of years, and is a time when the living honor deities and their ancestors.  The 
festivities are honored by parades, feasts, and an increased focus on one’s family. Children, during the 
New Year, would receive red envelopes with money in it to symbolize good fortune and luck. The cele-
bration became common in America when Chinese immigrants came to America during the 19th-century. 
Today, Americans will hold parades during the New Year to celebrate. 
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Dalia Jimenez

Charlotte Zerbst

Jenny Ding

Devon Furash

Godwin students embrace their cultures and heritage during the holiday season
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At a loss for holiday gift ideas?
Here are some suggestions:

Do they like to work out?Do they like to cook?

Do they like music?Do they like sports?

Do they enjoy beauty or fashion?

Do they like art?

How about: 
• Tickets to a sporting event

• Customized water bottle

• New pair of shoes

How about:
• A subscription to Spotify or Apple Music (and help them with their playlist!)

• A poster of their favorite album

• Tickets to a concert of a band they enjoy

How about:
• Pans or knives

• Put together a book of their favorite recipes

• Fancy tea kettle

• Cooking classes at a local cooking store

How about:
• Tickets to the current exhibit at VMFA

• An adult coloring book

• A t-shirt with one of their favorite paintings on it

How about:
• A Birchbox or Ipsy subscription

• A magazine subscription to Vogue or  Nylon

• Book from a fashion icon

How about:
• A yoga mat

• A Fitbit

• Specialty workout clothes

• Pre-purchasing a class at a specialty gym

page compiled by Charlotte Zerbst photos Google Images

Do they like theatre?

Do they like gaming?

How about:
• The soundtrack to their favorite musical

• A poster from their favorite play

• Tickets to a local play

How about:
• A new videogame for Xbox or DS (like the new Pokemon Sun and Moon)

• A new controller or game console

• A giftcard to Steam
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9604 Ashbury Court 
The Phifer home will be decorated with over 1,500,000 
lights this year.  This home, and their parents next door 
will be lit up Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day. 

9606 Ashbury Court 
Decorating in conjunction with their children next 
door, the Phifer home is a popular tacky light tour bus 
destination.  The yard is filled with decorated trees, 
blow up displays, running trains, and even the family 
giving out hot chocolate.  

9625 Peppertree Drive 
With 33 years of decorating experience, Peppertree Drive 
will be lit up with 40,000 lights.  This house features a real 
fire truck in the yard dressed in lights and driven by the 
Grinch.  

2300 Wistar Court 
Four miles of lights twinkle in tune to radio station 
107.7 and Frank Hudak’s display is one of them.The 
owner raises money for the Virginia Home for Boys 
and Girls with his light display.  He makes many of the 
elaborate displays in the yard and has been decorating 
his homes since 1973. 

D.I.Y. Tacky Lights Tour 

Other Houses to Visit: 
9215 Venetian Way 
5494 Smithy Court
2503 Pine Grove Drive 
2216 Millcrest Terrace 
10154 Carol Anne Road 
9328 Coleson Road 

Page Compiled by Carter Straub & McKenna Gillard Photos Google Images
Information Courtesy: 
Richmond Times Dispatch and tackylighttour.com
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