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DUGGER NAMED 2016 MVE

Most Valuable Eagle 2016 Nominees

The Most Valuable Eagle 
(MVE) is a prestigious award 
given to the senior who best rep-
resents the Godwin ideals: hard 
work, compassion, and honor. 

This year the seniors and 
teachers have selected the 
2016-2017 MVE to be Wesley 
Dugger. Every year since 1988, 
Godwin has chosen a senior to 
receive this award.

The senior class nomi-
nates a student they believe is 
well-rounded and puts maximum 
effort into  every single day they 
come to school.

The nominations are then 
QDUURZHG�WR�¿YH�DQG�WKH�*RGZLQ�
staff votes from that list to select 
the MVE.

7KH�09(�UHÀHFWV�DQ�LQGLYLG-
ual who strives to be his or her 
best, always looks out for others, 
and shows good leadership 
skills.

7KH�¿YH�¿QDOLVWV�WKLV�\HDU�LQ-
clude Madison Bradley, Matthew 
Chilton, Audrie Corral, Thomas 
Peery, and Dugger.

Last year’s MVE was Liam 
Spiers, a student at UVA. Dug-
ger, like Spiers, is a student 
leader admired by underclass-
men. 

A well-rounded team player 
RQ� DQG� RII� WKH� ¿HOG�� 'XJJHU�
excels in academics and athlet-
ics and teachers and coaches 
speak highly of him. 

 “[Dugger] is an outstanding 
football player, student, and 
serves on the safety committee, 
among other activities. He is 
dependable, respectful, and a 

leader,” said history teacher, 
Christopher Dunn. 

Dugger works hard in the 
classroom and respects stu-
dents around him, allowing 
classmates to see his true po-
tential in being MVE. 

He leads the Godwin Eagles 
under the Friday night lights 
as captain of the football team 
and leads the school with that 
same motivation as the SCA 
President. 

“Our SCA President. While 
we are just getting to know him, 
we are already impressed. With 
WKH� RWKHU� RI¿FHUV�� KH� VDW� ZLWK�
students that were by them-
VHOYHV� DW� OXQFK� WKH� ¿UVW� ZHHN�
at school. Then, he gave tips 
to other students about how to 
reach out to kids that needed a 
friend,” said history teacher and 
SCA sponsor Rebecca Martino. 

Dugger has Godwin pride 
flowing through him as his 
mother, Teresa Gulick, attended 
Godwin and supports her son 
through his high school journey. 
Gulick was a Godwin student 
from 1991 to 1995 and still 
shows her Eagle pride cheering 
on her son from the bleachers.

“You always want to see 
your child have a better life 
than you did, and seeing him go 
through the same school I did 
and succeed in so much includ-
ing school work and football is 
amazing,” said Gulick. 

Dugger is an impressive lead-
er on the football team, already 
winning player of the week, 
a Richmond Times Dispatch 
award voted on by the commu-
nity, (more information on page 

4)  once this season. 
The running back has re-

ceived offers to further his foot-
ball career at Davidson College, 
Valaparaiso University, and 
Virginia Military Institute. 

$OWKRXJK�VWLOO�¿QGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�
school, Dugger intends to con-
tinue his education and athletic 
career at the collegiate level. 

According to teacher com-
ments during the selection 
process, Dugger is an honest, 
hard-working Eagle who inspires 
others with his positive attitude 
DQG�VHOÀHVV�SHUVRQDOLW\��

Charlotte Spence, Sarah York                          
Associate and Assistant Editor

Winner shines in football, leadership, and school service 

“In my personal opinion, 
there’s no one more deserving to 
get this award. He tries his best 
at everything, and  always gives 
100% with friends, football, and 
schoolwork,” said Gulick. 

photo courtesy Strawbridge

Wesley Dugger is the 2016-17 Most Valuable Eagle. 

See related story, 
page 4

!omas Peery Audrie Corral Matthew Chilton Madison Bradley 
photos courtesy Strawbridge
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This school year, Henrico 
County Public Schools will be 
participating in the national Drop 
Everything and Read (D.E.A.R.) 
program. 

D.E.A.R. is meant to encour-
age students to “drop” what 
they are doing and spend time 
reading. It is implemented in 
schools around the country to 
enrich students’ education by 
giving them time to read.

The program began when 
Beverly Cleary wrote about it in 
one of the books from her be-
loved childhood series, Ramona 
Quimby, Age 8.

Since then, there has been 
a nationwide day to celebrate 
D.E.A.R held on April 12 in 
honor of Cleary’s birthday. Even 

though D.E.A.R day is only once 
a year, many schools make this 
a weekly or even daily program.

Godwin librarian Brooke 
Davis said, “There is a lot of 
research that shows it improves 
vocabulary, SAT scores, and 
student concentration.”

Davis thinks this program will 
EH�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�VWXGHQWV��³,W�ZLOO�
give students a chance to take 
a break and do something out 
of the routine that’ll help them 
relax,” said Davis.

English department chair 
Chip Carter said that recent 
studies are pointing to the neg-
ative effects of technology on 
reading.

“Research is indicating that 
our phones and laptops are 
affecting our concentration and 
thus preventing us from deep 

understanding and enjoyment. 
The program gives students a 
chance to read something that 
they’re choosing, and allows 
them time to get into it without 
distraction,” said Carter.

At Godwin, all students, 
teachers, and administrators are 
going to participate in D.E.A.R. 
every Friday during their lunch 
study starting on Sept. 23.

Students can drop by the 
library to pick up a book to read, 
or they can bring their own book 
for fun or for a class as long 
as all technology is put away. 
Students can even read news-
papers and magazines.

Davis said, “I’m excited be-
cause a lot of students have al-
ready been checking out books”.

 When asked her thoughts 
about the program, junior Aala 

Nasir said, “It’s a good way for 
students to take a break from 
school work and read for en-
tertainment because a lot of us 
don’t have time for that.”

Senior Anna Sidhu said, “I 
think it’s a good initiative that 

has been put forth by the school 
board so it’s going to be differ-
ent, but I think students will learn 
to like it.”

D.E.A.R. Godwin readers...

Parking lot pickup changes
A new school year is synon-

ymous with change. A recent 
change at Godwin  High School 
is the use of the senior lot for 
student pickup in the afternoon.  

Godwin principal Leigh Duna-
vant said, “We have tried for 
\HDUV� WR� ¿QG� D� VROXWLRQ� WR� WKH�
WUDI¿F�SUREOHP�LQ�WKH�IURQW���7KH�
senior lot is used for all drop off 
and pick up in summer school, 
so we decided to try it as a solu-
tion for the regular school year.”

Over 350 students leave after 
sixth period due to early bird 

“Parents are more assertive 
drivers and do not let the young 
drivers get out of the lot.  I hope 
it gets better as the year pro-
gresses.”

Junior Claire Bonny said, 
“The senior parking lot is more 
congested than ever and it is a 
stressful end to my day to try to 
get out of there.”

Schoology brings mixed emotions
As the school year kicks off, 

one change has become evi-
dent in the daily academic lives 
of the students. Along with the 
new school year comes a new 
online management system: 
Schoology. 

Henr ico County Publ ic 
Schools’ previous contract with 
Schoolspace expired June 30, 
prompting the school division to 
search for a new site to use. The 
JRDO�ZDV� WR�¿QG�D�ZHEVLWH� WKDW�
was more convenient for both 
students and teachers. 

The search brought them 
to Schoology. Schoology has 
replaced the previous system of 
using Google Calendar, Google 
Classroom, PowerSchool, and 
Schoolspace by combining all of 
the resources into one website. 

So far, Schoology has gotten 
mixed reviews from Godwin 

students. 
Junior Keegan Murray said, 

“There are some things that are 
easier to access and some that 
DUH�MXVW�XQQHFHVVDULO\�GLI¿FXOW�´

The website was designed for 
students to have everything they 
need in one location, but some 
VHHP�WR�EH�KDYLQJ�D�GLI¿FXOW�WLPH�
ZLWK�¿QGLQJ�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV��

“I don’t like how difficult 
Schoology is to maneuver and 
understand where things go,” 
said freshman Hannah Smith. 

Despite these drawbacks, 
there has been some positive 
IHHGEDFN� IURP� WKRVH� ZKR� ¿QG�
it easier to have everything in 
one location instead of several 
different ones. 

“I like how it combines Google 
Calendar, Google Classroom, 
and PowerSchool into one,” said 
senior Jenny Ding. 

The hope is that as the school 
year continues, students will 

become more familiar with the 
website and will be able to suc-
cessfully navigate it and recog-
nize all of its features. 

Beyond the overall confusion 
of the layout of the website, 
students agree that Schoology 
is successful at being advanta-
geous with its access to grades 
and assignments. 

Murray said, “I like how turn-
ing in assignments is easier and 
that there are reminders to do 
certain things. I also like that the 
grades and assessments are all 
together.”

“I like that you can take tests 
and quizzes on it,” said sopho-
more Matthew Howe. 

With having everything com-
bined into one website, students 
are able to take their assess-
ments and view their grades lat-
er in the same place. While the 
concept of taking assessments 
online is not new, Howe and 

Murray both agree that having 
the access and ability to take 
them and view grades later is 
H[WUHPHO\�EHQH¿FLDO�

Whether Schoology is more 
convenient than last year’s on-
line management system is for 

students and teachers to decide.
History teacher Jon Lauder 

said, “I like it, it’s great. I think 
it’s better than Schoolspace and 
kids will grow to like it.”

Yara Ibrahim                           

News Editor

McKenna GIllard                           

Opinon Editor

Brittany Bell                          

Features Editor

photo Google Images

photo Reagan Richmond

classes and work release, sig-
QL¿FDQWO\�FOHDULQJ�XS�WKH�VHQLRU�
lot during the afternoons.  This 
allows the senior lot to accom-
PRGDWH� WKH� DGGLWLRQDO� WUDI¿F� RI�
student pick up without unrea-
sonable congestion.

The main reason for this 
change was safety. Last year, 
parents would line up against the 
curb at the front of the school, 
SRVLQJ�D�¿UH�KD]DUG�LI�WKHUH�ZHUH�
an emergency at the end of the 
school day. 

   Moving parent pick up away 
from the front doors alleviates 
WUDI¿F�IRU� OHDYLQJ�EXVHV�� WHDFK-

ers, and visitors.  
Dunavant and the adminis-

trative team worked with school 
UHVRXUFH�RI¿FHU�&OD\�:RRGFRFN�
DQG�FDPSXV�VHFXULW\�RI¿FHU�/HV�
Branich to make this change 
happen safely and effectively.  

“I have been outside at 
dismissal to assess and have 
been in communication with the 
duty people there a lot. It seems 
to be working out well,” said 
Dunavant. 

 Student drivers have differ-
ent opinions about the change 
in parking lot procedure. 

Junior Briana Schwam said, photo Julia Grossman

New T.Philly Birthday Bash details
For ticket prices, t-shirt design, and more information go to 

godwineagles.org

Right: Signs were put up 
around the Godwin loop to 
inform parents.
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“I pledge allegiance to 
WKH�ÀDJ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�

States of America, 
and to the Republic 
for which it stands, 
one Nation under 

God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for 

all.”
It’s a lovely sentiment: a free, 

MXVW�QDWLRQ�XQLWHG�XQGHU�WKH�ÀDJ��
But is it just that, a sentiment?

San Francisco 49ers quarter-
back Colin Kaepernick seems 
to think so, and he made his 
position clear before their pre-
season game against the Green 
Bay Packers when he refused 
to stand and recite the pledge 
of allegiance with the rest of the 
stadium. 

In a post-game interview with 
NFL Media, Kaepernick said, “I 
am not going to stand up and 
VKRZ�SULGH�LQ�D�ÀDJ�IRU�D�FRXQWU\�
that oppresses black people and 
people of color. 

“To me, this is bigger than 
IRRWEDOO� DQG� LW�ZRXOG�EH�VHO¿VK�
on my part to look the other way. 
There are bodies in the street 
and people getting paid leave 
and getting away with murder.”

Kaepernick’s point was quick-
ly met with backlash. Some in 
¿HUFH��UDFLVW�GHQLDO�RI�WKH�%ODFN�
Lives Matter movement, some 
intensely patriotic, and most a 
pleasant overlap between the 
two. 

There were legions of tweets 
and Facebook posts littered with 
curse words and the n-slur. It 
seemed like people had several 
main patterns of thought: patri-
otism, the state of race relations 
in America, or general violence 
and death threats.

To those concerned that good 
‘ol American patriotism is at risk, 
I ask why they’re more appalled 
at someone openly defying the 
pledge than at the multitudes of 
unarmed men and women who 
are killed every single day. 

According to the Washington 
Post, while black men represent 
only six percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation, in 2015, they made up 
nearly 40 percent of unarmed 
people who were killed. A frac-
tion, somehow representing 
a grossly disproportionate al-
most-majority. 

Others saw Kaepernick’s 
stance – or lack thereof – as 
a display of disrespect to the 
American military, many of 
whom have lent the quarterback 
their voices in agreement. 

Twitter user Baltic_Avenue 
said, “#VeteransForKaepernick 
... I didn’t volunteer to defend a 
country where police brutality is 

swept under the rug.”
The pledge was never written 

or brought into practice for veter-
ans; Americans aren’t pledging 
themselves to veterans. 

Not reciting the pledge has 
absolutely nothing to do with 
WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�VDFUL¿FHV�
for this country. Not praising a 
country that is sodden with the 
blood of the people who built 
it is not done in disregard of 
those who have fought and are 
¿JKWLQJ��

Someone may not stand 
with their hand over their heart, 
but that doesn’t mean that they 
aren’t grateful. 

Actively neglecting to say 
the pledge isn’t a challenge to 
patriotism, it’s a challenge to the 
idea that “liberty and justice” are 
truly for all when they never have 

Where is “liberty and justice for all”?

photo courtesy Google Images

49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick (r) kneeling during the pedge at the end of August.

People die in the streets, real outrage is over the pledge

Olivia Carey

Editor-in-chief

been. It is an extreme privilege 
WR�ORRN�DW�RXU�ÀDJ�DQG�IHHO�QRWK-
ing but pride. 

That privilege is blinding. 
To have people rioting in the 
streets, across the internet, and 
on school campuses – all of 
them crying out for change – and 
not see a problem is to be blind. 

While millions of citizens were 
saying that pledge, Michael 
Brown was bleeding out. San-
dra Bland was dying in a cell. 
More recently, unarmed Terence 
Crutcher was facing a police 
RI¿FHU�ZLWK�KLV�KDQGV�DORIW��DQG�
KH�ZDV�¿UHG�XSRQ�DQ\ZD\��

Those who threaten Kaeper-
nick with murder or violence, of 
which there were many, only 
prove his point. 

“To me, if something like that 
were to happen, you’ve proved 

The Student Voice

my point and it will be loud and 
clear for everyone why it hap-
pened and that would move this 
movement forward at a greater 
speed than what it is even now,” 
said Kaepernick to ESPN. 

This isn’t about the pledge. 
People aren’t really angry about 
the pledge. 

People are angry that they’re 
being forced to recognize what’s 
wrong in America. People are 
angry that they can’t ignore 
what’s always been there. Peo-
ple are angry that someone is 
calling this country out, and that 
he did it on national television.

I hear a deafening roar when 
I ask this country about saying 
the pledge of allegiance. 

I hear crickets when I ask 
why fathers, mothers, sons, and 
daughters are dying. 
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Eagle rushes to new Godwin record 

Groundbreaking player swings into GHS golf 

Fall is a season of Godwin 
spirit: students getting decked 
out for pep rallies, finding home-
coming dates, and most notably, 
filling their Friday nights with 
football games. 

Senior running back, Wesley 
Dugger has been smashing re-
cords as he starts his final sea-
son with the Eagles. In a recent 
home game against Atlee High 
school, Dugger rushed 39 times 
for 311 yards and seven touch-
downs, setting the new school 
record for the most touchdowns 
in one game. He was one touch-
down shy of  the Virginia High 
school League (VHSL) record. 

According to the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, “Dugger be-
came the seventh Richmond-ar-
ea player to rush for seven 
touchdowns or more in a game, 
according to the newspaper’s 
record book. He was one touch-
down short of matching Malik 
Van Brussel’s record of eight 
set in 2013. Van Brussel’s eight 
scored ties the state record.” 

Football wasn’t always Dug-
ger’s passion. After first grade 
soccer fell through, he joined 
his brother at Kanawha in what 
would eventually culminate in a 
successful high school career. 

After Kanawha, Dugger 
made his way to the Poca-
hontas Middle School football 
team, and now Godwin. He finds 
inspiration in Godwin football 
alumni Dane Forlines, Ricky 

Lewis, Trey Turnage, and his 
teammates. 

“The biggest thing I took 
away from them is that nothing 
in football is given, especially at 
Godwin. Godwin isn’t seen as 
a football powerhouse in many 
outsiders’ eyes. Therefore, I 
would have to work twice as 
hard as all others to get noticed 
by recruiters. They instilled in 
me a humble, honest work ethic 
that is now responsible for my 
successes,” said Dugger. 

Some of Dugger’s successes 
consist of: second team All-Con-
ference, first team All-Confer-
ence, Godwin Most Valuable 
Offensive Player, Godwin Most 
Valuable Player, Godwin Male 
Underclassmen Athlete of the 
Year, Godwin Male Athlete of 
the Year, Godwin Performance 
of the Year, and now a Godwin 
record breaking athlete. 

Dugger’s humble and team 
oriented mindset leads him to 
these successes. To Dugger, 
the team is a family and when 
one person succeeds, everyone 
succeeds. 

“I feel the same as I did 
beforehand about breaking the 
record as I do after. I don’t feel 
accomplished because better 
than that is still a possibility. I 
don’t feel superior to others be-
cause quite frankly; without my 
teammates I am nothing and I 
never could have done it,” said 
Dugger.

 “That record is just [as much 
as] mine as it is of the team’s. 

in my eyes, I didn’t score seven 
touchdowns in a game. Instead, 
WE scored seven touchdowns 
in a game.”

Under the Friday night lights, 
Dugger tries to keep calm and 
level-headed to distract himself 
from the all excitement. He stays 
supportive and encouraging to 
his teammates through it all. 

“I can tell you that I do feel 
a good amount of pain. All the 
pain is worth it though since I’m 
able to share the experience of 
a game with my brothers that 
are out there on the field with 
me when others are not,” said 
Dugger. 

Whether he’s in season or 
not, Dugger stays motivated to 
work hard for his teammates. 

He sees Godwin football’s big 
picture and hopes to bring the 
attention of college recruiters to 
its athletes.  

“My true motivation is to make 
colleges aware that Godwin 
has some ballers here. I want 
to be able to attract enough 
attention from colleges, as well 
as lay down the foundation for 
communication between our 
Godwin coaches to coaches of 
the collegiate level [so] that they 
keep coming back,” said Dugger. 

In the off-season, Dugger 
participates on the Godwin 
track team and competed on the 
4x100 relay team that qualified 
for the states tournament last 
year. Along with track, Dugger 
spent the summer working out 

The beginning of the school 
year brings mixed emotions: 
students shaking off a summer 
haze, teachers preparing to 
once again have their class-
rooms full of students, and fall 
sports teams beginning their 
seasons. More recently, the 
Godwin Golf team has been call-
ing more attention to the sport 
as the golfers continue to have 
a successful season. 

Golfing has always been a 
prominent part of Diana Dome-
nech’s life. She started playing 
when she was only five years 
old and credits her humble be-
ginnings to her father. 

“My dad brought me to the 
golf course one day and every-
thing started from there. When I 
was around three or four, my dad 
used to bring me to the course 
with his friends and I would ride 
in the cart. I started to like what 
I saw my dad doing and now I 
can’t live without it,” said Do-
menech.

Domenech also recognizes 
her uncle as a prominent figure 
in helping her discover her pas-
sion for golf. She remembers 
that when she first got into the 
sport, she learned that her uncle 
had played in college and had 
been an excellent golfer which 
inspired her to keep playing.

Coach Tom Hoy says that 
Domenech is undeniably one 
of the best golfers on the team. 

He admires her dedication to 
continually work hard to become 
a better golfer. 

“She’s having a fantastic year 
and consistently playing at a 
high level. She is one of the top 
three on our team and I expect 
great things from her,” said Hoy.

Domenech is not only an 
exceptional golfer, but is also 
one of the best female players 
Godwin has ever had according 
to her teammates.

“She’s very motivated when 
she’s on the course,” said soph-
omore James Howe. 

Domenech has had many 
years of experience in the field 
so she is able to remain calm 
during common matches. She is 
known for being the light heart-
ed player on the team, but has 
learned to put on her game face 
when the challenge arises.

“I try not to be serious during 
matches and love to have 
fun, but when I know I have 
to perform, I act serious,” said 
Domenech.

Throughout the season, Do-
menech has remained humble 
in the face of constant attention. 
She doesn’t take her success 
lightly and is constantly thinking 
of ways to improve her perfor-
mance. All of her hard work and 
determination has paid off as 
she has risen to win events such 
as the Girls Mini Regional Tour-
nament and the Independence 
High School Invitational.

These awards and honors 

have helped Domenech gain a 
newfound sense of confidence 
and have motivated her to con-
tinue to exceed the expectations 
of her coaches and teammates.

“I always put pressure on 
myself but not because people 
have high expectations for a 
female golfer, but because I try 
to be the best that I can be that 
day. But yes I do feel that extra 
pressure because I’m one of the 
few female golfers on the team,” 
said Domenech. 

Strong relationships through-
out the team are considered to 
be an important part of success 
according to Domenech. She 
values how her teammates 
come together and encourage 
each other to do their personal 
best.

“I feel like the team’s season 
is going very well and I’m satis-
fied with how the team is doing. 
We have our fights but so does 
every team. We support each 
other and get along very well,” 
said Domenech.

Domenech says that though 
she feels pressure from her 
friends and family as a female 
golfer, most of her motivation to 
improve her skills comes from 
herself. 

“I placed second at states last 
year so I’m hoping to do better 
this year. I put high expectations 
on myself because I know I can 
always improve. I have a lot of 
work to do though,” said Dome-
nech.

Charlotte Spence        
Associate Editor-in-Chief

Dalia Jimenez                  
Sports Editor

with Lewis and Forlines lifting 
four to five times a week and 
running drills three days a week. 

He might play hard on the 
field, but there are no games in 
the classroom. Dugger has a 4.1 
GPA and represents the 2017 
class as SCA president.

Dugger’s Godwin spirit will 
leave a mark on the school for 
years to come.  

“When I leave, I want the 
future players of this school to 
have easier access getting in 
touch with these coaches and 
actually receive attention from 
them as well. That is my big 
goal. That is the bigger picture 
because at the end of the day, 
it’s not about me,” said Dugger. 

Domenech warms up before a match against Deep Run.

Domenech practicing her swing on the Hermitage 
Country Club driving range.

photo Adam Collins

photo Adam Collins

Dugger looks out into crowd before a game.Dugger runs ball to end zone during game.
photo courtesy Wesley Duggerphoto courtesy Wesley Dugger
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This school year, the VHSL 
has put Godwin High School 
on probation due to multiple 
violations, ejections, and game 
suspensions received last year 
during games. 

“We are being watched by 
the VHSL for improvement in our 
overall sportsmanship. This in-
cludes a reduction in the number 
of player ejections over previous 
seasons,” said Activities Director 
Tom Nadeau. 

The boys’ varsity soccer team 
was involved in one of the inci-
dents that caused the probation.

During the state champion-
ships at Lake Braddock High 
School, multiple players from 
Godwin were involved in an 
altercation on the field that re-
sulted in a red card.

A player from the girls’ varsity 
soccer team was suspended for 
a game after pulling an opposing 
player’s hair. 

Another team found in con-
troversy was girl’s lacrosse after 
messages from a team group 
chat that threatened other play-
ers were discovered. 

If Godwin continues to be-
have badly during games, ath-
letic teams could be given major 
consequences according to 
Nadeau. 

“Teams could have to forfeit 
championships as well as the 
possibility of being excluded 
from post-season competition. 
Students should follow the items 

GHS Senior takes skills to Europe 
Godwin senior Holden Fisher 

was recently invited to partake 
in the Gothia Cup over the 
summer to show off his soccer 
skills for professional scouts and 
coaches. 

The event took place in Go-
thenburg, Sweden starting on 
July 13 and went until the 24.  
Before the tournament began, 
Fisher spent three days in Den-
mark training and practicing for 
the cup before going to Sweden 
to participate in the event. 

The Gothia cup is the biggest 
youth soccer tournament in the 
world. Only the best club teams 
from around the world are se-
lected and invited to compete. 

For the United States, the 
team consists of 18 players, in-
cluding Fisher. However, Fisher 
was not just on the team, he was 
the captain of the team.  

Fisher was scouted and then 
emailed to go on trial after being 
recommended by his coaches 
at the Richmond Football Club 
(FC Richmond) and scouted by 
a number of other coaches in the 
D.C. and Maryland area.

A former teammate from FC 
Richmond, Will Collins from 
James River High School, was 
also on the United States soc-
cer team. The tournament was 
created so that young athletes 
could show off their soccer skills 

and be scouted by professional 
coaches in a professional envi-
ronment.

 During the cup, Fisher played 
soccer almost the entire time, 
but got three days off to explore 
Sweden. Fisher spent those 
three days exploring seven 
islands just off of the coast and 
going cliff jumping. 

The event started off with 
playing scrimmages in Denmark 
verses professional academies 
and then continued when Fisher 
went to Sweden to kick off the 
tournament, playing multiple 
games per day. 

When asked why he thought 
he was chosen to be a part of 
this world wide tournament, 
Fisher said, 

“I have worked extremely 
hard to be where I am today in 
soccer and have continuously 
improved and produced on 
the soccer field in a variety of 
different clubs and soccer envi-
ronments. I believe the coaches 
selected me for this event to be 
a leader.” 

that we have implemented for 
the student section for this year,” 
said Nadeau.

 Additionally, student-athletes 
and coaches have been briefed 
on proper sportsmanship and 
the consequences that occur for 
ejections from games. 

Because of these offenses, 
Godwin students will not be 
allowed to have fatheads, large 
signs, lead chants directed at the 
opposing team or rush the field. 

 “I don’t think that’s fair. Other 
teams mess up too. If you win 
a championship, you should 
be able to rush the field. Don’t 
punish the fans for something 
they didn’t do,” said senior Sarah 
Puglisi. 

Other students are also dis-
content over these restrictions 
because they feel it takes away 
from Eagle Pride. 

“I feel like it takes away from 
our eagle pride. It’s not distract-
ing the other team because it’s 
our own Eagles we’re support-
ing,” said senior Katie Johnson. 

A member of the marching 
band also voiced his opinion on 
how these new policies affect 
school spirit. 

“I think it takes away school 
spirit because it’s the way we 
have fun at games and show our 
pride,” said junior Logan Ashby. 

The white board managed by 
senior boys will still be allowed 
at football and basketball games 
and students will still be allowed 
to wear their “Beat Deep Run” 
shirts to rival games. 

Ceara Nolan                       
Front Editor 

Carter Straub               
Rearview Editor 

Fisher (l) manuevers around a player from the opposing team.

Eagles are what? On probation 

photo courtesy Holden Fisher

photo courtesy Holden Fisher

Though some students think 
that the probation is harsh, oth-
ers respect the decision that the 
VHSL has made and hope that 
it will improve sportsmanship 
during games. 

“I think Godwin will under-
stand the importance of demon-
strating good behavior this year 
and have better attitudes at 
sporting events,” said junior field 
hockey player Molly Wheeler.  

Also in agreement is Social 
Studies teacher and assistant 
football coach Chris Dunn. 

“We should learn to behave 
better. Every kid/athlete knows 
the rules,” said Dunn. 

Right: Fisher eyes the ball 
as he dribbles it down the 

field.  

photo courtesy Sandy Spicknall

VHSL eyes will be watching Godwin athletes and fans for 
adherence to sportsmanship for 2016-17.

Flags are included on the list of items banned during games.
photo courtesy Sandy Spicknall
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Age: 19
Fondest memory of Godwin: When girls XC won states my junior year 
What activities did you participate in at Godwin: JV soccer my freshman year, then Cross-Country and Track the following three 
years. I was also involved in the National Honors Society, Spanish Honor Society, Math Honor Society, Beta Club, Key Club, Medical 
Club, Game Night, and the Writing Center. 
Favorite teacher: I honestly can’t pick one-so many Godwin teachers are like family to me and I miss seeing them every day
Favorite class: Also a difficult question… I’d have to say either AP Statistics with Mr. Phillips or World History II and Government 
with Ms. Richardson. All three were challenges but class was enjoyable and hard work paid off.
College or university: George Washington University- PreMed majoring in biology.
Advice for the class of 2017 about college or careers: “No matter how well you prepare or how ready you think you are, there will 
always be surprises. Take it one step at a time and keep your goals in mind.”

Age: 33
Fondest memory of Godwin: Going 10-0 and winning the Colonial District title in football during my senior year. The legendary 
Ron Axselle was still coaching, and a group of guys who were not necessarily the biggest, fastest or strongest managed to pull off a 
season we all remember fondly. 
College or university: Harvard College (A.B. 2005), University of Virginia School of Law (J.D. 2010)
Occupation: I'm a corporate attorney for Johnson & Johnson, focusing on mergers and acquisitions. 
Advice for the Class of 2017 about college or your career: In college, take a couple challenging classes that don't seem to have 
a practical purpose - it's surprisingly helpful for an economics major to learn a little art history or a biology major to be exposed to 
foreign literature.  
Thoughts about being awarded MVE: It was most flattering to know that the award was based in part on the vote of my peers. 
On a lighter note, my younger brother Jack Reed (Godwin '08) got a good laugh by hanging the life size photo of me from the cere-
mony in my bedroom closet. It's possible that picture survives in an attic somewhere. 

Age: 42
What activities did you participate in at Godwin: Cross country, indoor track, outdoor track, NHS, Keyettes
Favorite teacher: Dennis Wimer, because he made learning about etymology fun.
College or university: Duke University, Bachelor of Science in Engineering; Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Master of 
Business Administration; New York University, Master of Philosophy
Occupation: University Administrator-I work at Wake Forest University as a Senior Associate Registrar

Age: 44
Fondest memory of Godwin: During my senior year, Godwin won a significant award for being an excellent school, and a student 
committee was charged with planning a celebration.  We planned and implemented a carnival.  For most of a school day, classes were 
canceled, and everyone spent the day outside enjoying music, games, food, and time to have fun together.  I remember especially the 
dunking booth in which many teachers graciously agreed to take a turn and the giant ice cream sundae made with what must have been 
close to 100 gallons of ice cream.   
College or university: I graduated from the University of Richmond in 1994 with a B.S. in
psychology and then completed my Ph.D. in clinical psychology at Duke University in 1999.
Occupation: Professor of psychology at Oxford College of Emory University. Also mom of Noah (age 12) and Ada (age 9)

The History of the Most Valuable Eagle
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Konnichiwa, Godwin
Student participates in Japanese language immersion program

One man, two cities, $10,000

While some people went 
on exotic vacations in foreign 
lands this summer, one Godwin 
student immersed herself in the 
Japanese culture without even 
leaving Virginia. 

Godwin junior Alysse Ste-
phens participated in the Jap-
anese Governor’s Academy, a 
partial immersion program locat-
ed at Randolph Macon College 
in Ashland. 

The program took place for 
three weeks over the summer 
where Stephens and other se-
lected individuals went to class-
es spoken entirely in Japanese. 

“It was interesting because 
we had classes where we spoke 
entirely in the language, but we 
had a variety of cultural classes, 
as well,” said Stephens. 

Stephens applied to the 
academy through an application 
process found on the Virginia 
Governor’s Academy website. 
The process consisted of an 
essay, a questionnaire, and  
background information on her 
experience with the Japanese 
language. Stephens also took 
a placement test which put her 
into the intermediate group at 
the academy. 

“My teachers were all native 
Japanese people who had come 
from Japan to teach us about 
their country and their culture,” 

said Stephens. 
A typical day at the academy 

involved waking up early for Ra-
jio Taiso, or morning radio exer-
cises, a cultural norm in Japan. 
Then, students would receive 
breakfast and head off to four 
hours of class. Two more hours 
of lessons followed after lunch.

In the evenings, students 
participated in cultural activities 
such as Japanese dance les-
sons or learning about traditional 
Japanese games.

“It was a great opportunity 
because the Japanese language 
is not taught at Godwin. It was 
nice to find people who wanted 
to learn the same thing as me,” 
said Stephens. 

Stephens first began studying 
the Japanese language around 
age 14 when her dad introduced 
her to an anime show called 
Robotech. 

Wanting to understand the 
native language, Stephens be-
gan self-teaching herself Japa-
nese through communication 
with a pen-pal in Japan.  

During her stay at the acad-
emy, Stephens lived on the 
Randolph Macon campus in a 
dorm room with one roommate. 
The only correspondence she 
had with people outside of the 
academy was through hand-writ-
ten letters. 

 “It was incredible because for 
the first time I got to see what life 
would be like on my own,” said 

Stephens. 
Classes were not the only 

form of learning for participants 
at the Japanese Academy. 
Field trips to places such as 
Maymont’s Japanese Garden 
and the VMFA allowed students 
to experience Japan’s cultural 
influence within Virginia.  

Students at the Japanese 
Academy not only immersed 
themselves into the Japanese 
language and culture, but also 
got to interact with students par-
ticipating in the Latin Governor’s 
Academy that was being held at 
the same time. 

“It was so cool because 
they got to learn many basic 
Japanese greetings, and we 
got to learn many basic Latin 
greetings. It was like a cultural 
exchange,” said Stephens. 

Stephens remains in contact 
with many of the friends she 
made during her stay at the 
academy. 

“I learned a lot about myself 
and a lot about other people 
while I was there. It was not just 
a place where I learned Japa-
nese,” said Stephens. 

In the future, Stephens plans 
to continue learning Japanese 
and wants to go to a college 
where she can study a semester 
abroad in Japan. 

“I really learned a lot through-
out this experience which was 
amazing because that was my 
intended goal,” said Stephens.

Emma Ford
Online Editor-in-chief

After four years of taking ev-
ery opportunity to perform that 
Godwin afforded him, senior 
Michael Whitty takes a bow as 
he readies himself to step off of 
Godwin’s stage and onto many 
more. 

Whitty recently announced 
his acceptance to the American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy 
(AMDA) in both New York City, 
N.Y. and Los Angeles, Calif. to 
pursue his Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Musical Theatre. 

“My first actual musical that I 
was in was in the second grade, 
Pemberton Elementary did The 
Music Man and I played the role 
of Winthrop. I remember after 
… I really considered it being 
something I wanted to pursue 
as a career. Growing up I later 
decided that that dream to me 
did really seem realistic,” said 
Whitty. 

“… It wasn’t truly until my ju-
nior year when I was in ‘Seussi-
cal’ did I fully commit to musical 
theater as a career in my life.”

While Whitty’s love for all 
things theater has been a part 
of him for almost as long as he 
can remember, the 2016 God-
win spring musical has a special 
place in his heart. 

“Seussical hands down was 

my favorite musical I have ever 
done at Godwin, and in my life 
really. I learned so much and got 
so close to everyone in the cast, 
and I wouldn’t mind do it all over 
again,” said Whitty. 

“Just looking back to my 
freshman year being the lead in 
the play to being the lead in the 
play my senior just really is a 
blessing because I never would 
have imagined this all for my life. 
It seems so surreal to just been 
able to have continued my pas-
sion and high school and now for 
college in NYC and LA.”

Performing arts mecca, 
AMDA, boasts successful alum-
ni like hip hop and R&B artist Ja-
son Derulo and Modern Family 
star Jesse Tyler Ferguson. Forty 
of their alumni currently perform 
on Broadway, and over 150 on 
television shows like Grey’s 
Anatomy and Scandal.

Whitty was also awarded a 
$10,000 scholarship based on 
his GPA and audition quality. 

“I wasn’t really expecting the 
scholarship because they don’t 
normally give out scholarships. 
Then I get the acceptance letter 
in the mail awarding me with the 
$10,000 scholarship I thought I 
could never have,” said Whitty. 

His first two years will be 
spent in New York City before he 
travels to Los Angeles to finish 

his degree. 
AMDA students spend most 

of their time taking dancing, act-
ing, and singing classes, honing 
their skills to prepare them for 
show business’ competitive en-
vironment. The rest is occupied 
by every other aspect of being 
both a performer and a liberal 
arts student: managing financ-
es, resume building, and writing 
and analyzing literature, among 
other things. 

After first semester, Whitty in-
tends to start auditioning for mu-
sicals, both on and off Broadway. 

“I can’t really say what I know 
what my future is going to be 
like, because being in New York 
is very competitive for people 
interested in the same thing as 
me. This being said, I will study 
hard and make sure I do my 
best and then begin planning my 
future,” said Whitty.

Olivia Carey
Editor-in-Chief

Alysse Stephens (center) made an authentic Japanese 
dish with her roommate (l) and another program 
participant.

photo courtesy Alysse Stephans

Alysse Stephens (r) with other program participants.
photo courtesy Alysse Stephans

Curtain call: Godwin Eagle Michael Whitty takes flight

photo courtesy Michael Whitty

photo courtesy Google Images

Above: Michael Whitty  
smiles for the camera with 

his acceptance letter in 
hand. 

Right: The historic Ansonia 
building was made a part 

of the campus in the early 
1970s and now stands 

as a reminder of AMDA’s 
origins. 
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Seniors keepin’ it safe
For more Safety Day pictures, 

check out 
the Eagles’ Eyrie online 

at godwineagles.org

Seniors Divya Atluri, Julianne Carroll, Dharani Atluri, and Meredith 
Higgenbotham (l to r) decked out in their safety gear for Safety Day. 

photo Reagan Richmond

photo Reagan Richmond photo Reagan Richmond

On Safety Day, some seniors distributed “speeding tickets“. Senior Mitchell Ashe dressed up as 
campus security Les Branich.
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Are you ready for Homecoming 2016? Here’s some places to consider
DINNER? ATTIRE?

Matchbox Pizza
Average entrée: $15-$25

Brand new stainless steel and wood 
decorated restaurant, specializing in house 
made pizza with interesting ingredients.

Maya
Average entrée: $15-$20

A Mexican restaurant featuring a 
modern take on classic Mexican cuisine.

Chez Max
Average entrée: $25-$30

Classic French restaurant, making 
you feel like your meal is taking place 
in Paris.

Peter Chang
Average entrée: $15-$20

A good place to go for large groups, 
serving delicious Asian food family-style.

Portico
Average entrée: $15-$25

A chic restaurant with a fusion of 
California and Italian cuisine, featuring 

a beautiful outdoor patio.

Hutch
Average entrée: $15-$20

An upscale burger restaurant, very close 
to Godwin in case you get a late start.

Goodwill
Oufits usually $10-$15

Goodwills around the greater Richmond area 
have a section for nicer dresses, usually under 

$15. You may have to search for a while, but the 
results could surprise you!

Ashby’s
Oufits usually $15-$30

Ashby’s is a consignment store where 
stylish clothing pieces are handpicked by 
staff. Look here for unique dresses under 
$30.

Uptown Cheapskate
Outfits usually $15-$30

Another consignment store with plenty of 
options to fit an array of different tastes.

Bygones
Oufits usually $30-$90

Retro dresses in pristine condition. If 
you are looking for a throwback dress 
from the 20’s-70’s, Bygones is the place 
for you.

page compiled by Charlotte Zerbst and Brittany Bell

Experience RVA: HOCO

photos Google Images
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Experience RVA: Autumn
ART

MUSIC

OTHER ACTIVITIES

WHAT: One of Richmond’s most popular annual 
art exhibits, featuring art work focused on light and 
projections.

WHERE: Scott’s Addition

WHEN:  Friday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m. to midnight

InLight Richmond
WHAT: Several art galleries in RVA are coming together 

to host an art fair. The fair is aimed at people who don’t 
know much about art. The galleries will be non-judg-
mental spaces aimed to have more people in Richmond 
appreciate the arts.

WHERE: HOHMAN DESIGN in Scott’s Addition
 
WHEN: Oct. 20 – 23

Current in Scott’s Addition

WHAT: An annual free music festival, with good 
music, tasty food, and interesting crowds.

WHERE: Brown’s Island

WHEN: Oct. 7-9

Richmond Folk Festival
WHAT: A local concert venue featuring an array of 

different genres. Here are some upcoming acts:
English Beat- Oct. 20, 7 p.m.
Rae Sremmurd- Oct. 25, 7 p.m.
Animal Collective- Nov. 4, 7 p.m.
Drive-By Truckers- Nov. 10, 11, 7 p.m.

The National

 Tour Information:
October hours:
Friday Nights 8:00p.m.
Saturday Nights 8:00p.m. and 10:00p.m.

October Special Tour Times:
Oct. 21, 10:00p.m.
Oct. 28, 10:00p.m.
Oct. 31, 8:00p.m.

For more information on times and places, go to 
website:  http://eerienights.com/home.html

Eerie Nights Ghost Tours of Richmond

photos Google Imagespage compiled by Charlotte Zerbst and Brittany Bell

As Richmond cools down and the leaves start to fall, explore!
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Eagle Family Chants

“When I Say Godwin” 

When I say Godwin, 
You say Eagles.

Godwin, Eagles, Godwin, Eagles!
When I say number,

You say one. 
Number, one, number, one! 

When I say go, 
You say !ght. 

Go, !ght, go, !ght!
Go, !ght, win! 

“Red Hot” 

Eagles are what? Red hot! 
Eagles are what? Red hot! 

How do you spell it? R-E-D
How do you spell it? H-O-T

R-E-D-H-O-T
Red Hot, Red Hot, Red Hot! 

“Eagles in the Front” 
Eagles in the front, 

Let me hear you grunt! 
Eagles in the middle,

Let me hear you sizzle!
Eagles in the rear, 

Let me hear you cheer!
Go Godwin, Go Godwin , Go! (3x)

We love ya, we love ya, we love ya, and 
where we go we’ll follow, we’ll follow, 

we’ll follow, cause we support the Eagles, 
the Eagles, the Eagles and that’s the way 
we like it, we like it, we  like it! Oh oh oh 

ohhhhhh oh oh oh ohhhhhh (repeat)

“You Don’t Want To  

     Go to War” 

You don’t wanna go to war with the Ea-
gles, the Eagles (repeat) oh oh oh oh oh 
oh oh. You don’t wanna go to war with 
the Eagles, the Eagles (repeat) oh oh oh 

oh oh oh oh oh 

 “Rock the Boat” 

Cheerleaders: Hey Godwin
Students: Hey what?

 Cheerleaders: Hey Godwin
Students: Hey what?

Cheerleaders: Can you rock the boat? 
Students: No way!

Cheerleaders: Can you rock the boat? 
Students: Okay!

All: We slide, we slide, we get on the 
horse and ride, I want you and you to 

rock the boat too (repeat) 
Page compiled by Carter  Straub 

“We Love Ya”

photo courtesy Sandy Spicknall

Godwin Eagle football team pays homage to lost teammate, Tyler Wentz.
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