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A year to remember
Godwin to honor the life of Todd Phillips
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Wars. The wrist band reads, “Always
an Eagle. T-Philly, we love you.”
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With every school year
comes new beginnings: Freshhigh school, seniors on their last

on their studies, according to
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-

process that will allow a core

Phillips.

Traveling Teachers
pg. 4

year means a year without Todd
Allen Phillips.
On June 17, AP Statistics
-

together. Trevor (20) is currently
a sophomore at the University
in his second year at Virginia

Phillips was killed in an automobile accident.
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over $20,000 in donations.
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Along with the fund, a T. Philly
Birthday Bash will be held in his
honor. The Birthday Bash will
take place in Godwin’s gym on
Oct. 29, the day before Todd’s
birthday.
“I believe that it is the excitement, not the monetary gain,
that will make this fundraiser
a success,” said Kelly. “I want
people to enjoy the concert for
the music.”
The Birthday Bash will celebrate Todd’s life and his love of
music. Local artists will perform
at the concert along with Todd’s
sons and their band.
A “battle of the bands” of sorts
will take place prior to the bash
at Godwin to determine which
Godwin-based band will perform
at the concert.
“There will not be too much
startup cost,” said Principal
Leigh Dunavant.
Kelly, with some help from
a friend, will be reaching out

to corporations for donations,
and a t-shirt design competition
will take place to determine the
shirts sold at the event.
Both Kelly and the school
hope to make the T. Philly Birthday Bash an annual event at
Godwin.
Other acts to memorialize
Todd Phillips’ legacy at Godwin
and to help students and staff
return to school without his presence are taking place at Godwin
and in the community.
Groups of both Godwin alumni and students have written
letters to the Henrico County
School Board requesting that the
Godwin Center for Medical Sciences be renamed in his honor.
“Mr. Phillips was a mentor,

Because I had an emergency
plan in place, I was able to react
quickly and calmly. That is not
to say I wasn’t nervous, but my
focus was on the students and
their families… Even though it
was not a school trip, I remained
in close contact with [Principal
Leigh] Dunavant and [HCPS Director of Communications Andy]
Jenks throughout the night.
There is nothing more exciting [or educational] than exploring the world in which we live.
It is sad that so much chaos is
taking place these days, but
I believe we must continue to
embrace humanity. We cannot
let these incidents derail us from
experiencing life, but we must

be careful.”
Both Nice and its guests took
that sentiment to heart.
“I was inspired by the resilience of the French people and
kindness many people showed
in the days following the attack.
It was yet another example of
how quickly life can change,”
said Bradley.
The students traveled for over
a week through Paris, France;
Engleberg and Lausanne in
Switzerland; Nimes, France;
and lastly, Nice. After enjoying
cafes in Paris, cable car rides
up Mt. Pilatus in the Swiss Alps,
and the architecture of southern
France in Avignon - among other
things - students refused to let

a friend to not only those of the
specialty center, but to the Godwin Family as a whole,” wrote
one Godwin alum in her letter to
the school board.

Dr. Omega Wilson, Director
of High School Education for

the request to rename the center
has been shared with the school
board, but steps to discuss this
process have not yet been made
public.
“I’m so proud and grateful
that the kids would take the time
to write the wonderful stories
they did,” said Kelly in regards to
the letters. “Todd always wanted
his students to reach their full
potential and be happy.”
In an additional tribute to
the Phillips family, sophomore
Allison Tieman wrote a song in
Phillips’ honor.
“I woke up thinkin’ it was a
pretty nice day. Had no idea
things would ever go quite this
way. That a friend, a father,
teacher, coach would be there
one second and gone,” Tieman
said in her song “See You Again
Soon.” (https://youtu.be/OYG-

ATTACK (from pg. 1)

9 SEPT. 2016

boVNVmvA)
“We, as a family, want to
recognize Todd and people like
him,” said Dunavant.
As for the center, steps
have been put in place to help
students transition into a year
without Todd, and into a new
center without the man behind
the vision.
Currently, Todd’s position
as center director and as AP
Statistics teacher has not been

with medical centers around
Richmond.
“We are doing everything in
our power to make sure Todd’s
vision for the Center of Medical
Science is carried out,” said
Dunavant.
A meeting was also held
on July 27 for students in the
center informing them of all the
changes.
Dunavant stated that there
will be an open-door policy

Bryan Cole, Dan Wallace, Barbara Hershey, and Debbie Jones
have each volunteered to take
on an extra class to help out the
school.
Former and retired director
of the center Denise Williams
will act as interim chair for the
center.
Williams will not only be helping students adapt to the center
without Phillips, but will also be
looking to establish partnerships

couple weeks of school, and
once again in June.
“I would like to thank Mark
Seidenberg, Hunter Thomas,
Rob White, Leigh Dunavant, the
center teachers, and all other
faculty, students, and community members who have helped
during this time,” said Kelly
Phillips. “Todd loved this school
and he loved the kids. I hope
we can use the fund to keep his
spirit alive.”

what happened ruin their last
couple of days in France.
“Even though a tragedy
happened, no one in Nice was
scared. The city was alive the
next day and the Mediterranean was absolutely beautiful.
A waiter we had told us all,
‘Remember, Nice is nice,’ and
that has been something I have
taken away from the trip, that in
the midst of tragedy there is also
hope,” said Leathers.

Right: The coastline of
Nice on July 15, only a day
after the deadly attack.
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2016 Fall sports pre-season
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Girls Volleyball

Football

Cross Country

For full fall sports previews go to godwineagles.org

Field Hockey
photos Kevin Crockett

Golf

Boys Volleyball
Page compiled by Dalia Jimenez
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Traveling Teachers
Godwin’s staff gets a summer break too, and these
Eagles made the most of it!

School Counselor Juli Schatz biking mountains in Snowshoe, West Virginia with her
husband.

Librarian Brooke Davis with her husband in
Niagara Falls, New York.
Newlywed teachers Robert
Knaupp and Kristen Macklin at
their wedding.

Math teacher John
Mustachio with son Joe (junior)
at the Moog Factory in Asheville,
North Carolina.

To see more pictures of Godwin’s
best on summer
break, visit
godwineagles.org

French teacher Laura Rhoades sits
on the Skydeck in Chicago, Illinios.
Math teacher Bryan Cole visits The Parliament building in Budapest,
Hungary with his girlfriend.

Exceptional Education teacher
Darren Olivo snaps a selfie at The
Parthenon in Nashville, Tennessee.
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New year brings new teachers

Godwin community welcomes fresh faces
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photos Kevin Crockett

Name: Kayla Soltis-Katella
Subject: French
Teaching Experience: Four years in
Newport News, one year at a boarding
school in Tappahannock, and one year
teaching English in France in Savigny-sur-Orge
Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pa.
College(s): Allegheny College, and
New York University
Favorite book: Harry Potter series
Favorite movie: Casablanca
Hobby(s): painting and lettering
Favorite quote: “It is a mistake to
think you can solve any major problems
with just potatoes.” - Douglas Adams
Interesting fact: Before I realized that
I wanted to teach, I was determined to
become a Museum curator. I even worked
at the Smithsonian in D.C. for a semster
of grad school before transitioning to
teaching.

Name: Lourie Sledd
Subject: Part-time in Exceptional
Education
Teaching experience: Ten years
as an Itinerant teacher for the Hearing
Impaired Program. I worked in many
schools from John Rolfe to Carver. I
also taught eleven years at Freeman for
Exceptional Education.
Hometown: Richmond
College(s): Radford University and
James Madison University
Favorite book: The Last Lecture
Favorite movie: Dirty Dancing
Hobby(s): Shopping
Favorite quote: “You are stronger
than you think.”
Interesting fact: I may be new to Godwin as a teacher; however, my connection
to the Eagles goes back many years as
a parent whose two sons were student
atheltes and graduates of GHS.

Name: Megan Walton
Position: School Counselor
Teaching experience: Five years as
a school counselor at Fairfield Middle
Shool and one year at Carrington Middle
School in Durham, N.C.
Hometown: Southampton County
College(s): University of Virginia and
University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill
Favorite book: Once a Runner
Favorite movie: The Sandlot
Hobby(s): Distance running, playing
with my dog, ans spending time at the
beach
Favorite quote: “We don’t rise to the
level of our expectations, we fall to the
level of our training.” - Archilochos
Interesting fact: I ran the Richmond
Marathon this past year.

Name: Jessica Harvey
Subject: 10th grade World History II
and 11th grade US History
Teaching experience: Four years at
Colonial Forge High School in Stafford
County. I have also taught World History
II, AP Psychology, and US/VA Government.
Hometown: Henrico County
College(s): James Madison University
Favorite book: I have many favorite
books, including The Kite Runner, All
the Light We Cannot See, and the Harry
Potter series
Favorite movie: Baby Mama
Hobby(s): Reading, being outside,
walking my dog
Favorite quote: “Raise your words,
not your voice. It is rain that grows flowers, not thunder.” - Rumi
Interesting fact: A few years ago my
car was totaled by the mailman as he
went to my house to deliver mail.

Name: Lynn Farley
Subject: English 11 and AP Language
and Composition
Teaching experience: I started teaching in 1998 at Midlothian High School. I
also taught at Cape Hatteras Secondary
School. Most recently, I taught IB English
11 at Henrico High School
Hometown: I was born in Bloomington, Ind., but I grew up in Virginia.
College(s): Virginia Commonwealth
University
Favorite book: Hamlet and The
Crucible
Favorite movie: Everything (the movie by Wes Anderson)
Hobby(s): Home renovations and DIY
projects
Favorite quote: “There is nothing
either good or bad but thinking makes it
so.” - Shakespeare
Interesting fact: I love baking German
pastries. My specialty is Bienenstich.

Name: Carl Torrence Jr
Position: Assistant Principal for 9th
grade
Teaching experience: Six years as
a CTE teacher at Hermitage, five years
as an admin aide at Hermitage, one year
as an admin intern at Highland Springs,
and one year as a PACE coordinator/
admin aide at The Academy at Virginia
Randolph
Hometown: High Point, N.C.
College(s): North Carolina A&T State
University, Averett University, and Regent
University
Favorite book: Holy Bible
Favorite movie: Shawshank Redemption
Hobby(s): VHSL basketball official
Favorite quote: “Team work makes
the dream work.” - John Maxwell
Interesting fact: I can walk on my
hands and perform a back handspring.
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New teacher introductions
Name: Karis Hunt
Position: School counselor
Teaching experience: I was a school
counselor for seven years at Travelers
Rest High School in Greenville, S.C.
Hometown: Midlothian
College(s): Winthrop University and
University of South Carolina
Favorite book: The Weight of Silence
Favorite movie: Now and Then
Hobby(s): Painting and updating old
furniture
Favorite quote: “Good things come to
those who believe, better things come to
those who are patient, and the best things
come to those who never give up.”
Interesting fact: I can recite all of the
presidents, in order, in under 15 seconds.

Name: Kendra Thomas
Subject: Exceptional Education, cochair
Teaching experience: Six years at
Douglas Freeman High School
Hometown: Henrico
College(s): Mary Washington and
Virginia Commonwealth University
Favorite book: Depends on the day
and mood
Favorite movie: Love Actually
Hobby(s): Running, kayaking, spending time with family
Favorite quote: “If you are not kind on
the internet, then you’re not kind.”

Name: Stephanie Lance
Position: Exceptional Educationcollaborative Algebra II, Biology, and
Biology II
Teaching experience: Four years at
Henrico High School, nine years at Charterhouse Therapeutic Day School
Hometown: Richmond
College(s): Virginia Commonwealth
University
Favorite movie: Bad Moms
Hobby(s): Going to the beach
Favorite quote: “When you choose a
behavior, you choose its consequence.”
Interesting fact: My son graduated
from Godwin in 2014, and my daughter
is going to be a junior this year.

Name: Heather Martin
Subject: Biology I
Teaching experience: Six years at
Varina High School
Hometown: Born in N.C., but grew up
in Portsmouth
College(s): James Madison University
and Old Dominion University
Favorite book: Little Blue Truck
Favorite movie: Dirty Dancing
Hobby(s): Traveling and camping
Favorite quote: “I believe that everything happens for a reason... Sometimes
good things fall apart so better things can
fall together.” - Marilyn Monroe
Interesting fact: I have an extreme
sweet tooth.
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Advice for Freshman
Veteran Eagles offer guidance

“It is important to have time management.”
- Assistant principal Carl Torrence

“Make lots of new friends.”
- Amy Martter, 12

“Make sure to get involved.”
- Liam Deegan, 10

“Study hard and don’t take school as a joke.”
- Meg Allen, 12

“Don’t walk slowly in the hallways.”
- Nora Saxman and Guadalupe Pinto, 12
Photos Kevin Crockett

“Be good friends with your teachers.”
- Louisa Glazunov, 12

“Don’t slack off and be sure to study.”
- Judd Garner, 10

“Be yourself and make this your home.”
- Briana Schwam, 11

“Stay classy.”
- Brock Berringer, 11

“Stay in school.”
- Michael Whitty, 12
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