
News......................2

Sports.....................3

Center....................4

Features..................6

Table of Contents

INSIDE

Mills E. Godwin High School  

2101 Pump Road 

 Richmond, Virginia 23238

Eagles’
Eyrie

Volume 36
Issue 1

September 9, 

2016

Priceless

The

T-Philly, Attack in Nice 

continued on pg. 2

Sports previews pg. 3

Traveling Teachers 

pg. 4

1HZ� WHDFKHU� SUR¿OHV�
pg. 6

A year to remember
Godwin to honor the life of Todd Phillips

With every school year 

comes new beginnings: Fresh-

PHQ� VWDUWLQJ� WKHLU� ¿UVW� GD\� RI�
high school, seniors on their last 

VWUHWFK�EHIRUH�FROOHJH��WHDFKHUV�
WDNLQJ� RQ� QHZ� FODVVHV� IRU� WKH�
\HDU��+RZHYHU��IRU�*RGZLQ��WKLV�
year means a year without Todd 

Allen Phillips.  

On June 17, AP Statistics 

WHDFKHU�DQG�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&HQ-

WHU� IRU� 0HGLFDO� 6FLHQFHV� 7RGG�
Phillips was killed in an automo-

bile accident.

3KLOOLSV�ZDV�WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
6FLHQFH��0DWK��DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�
&HQWHU�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV�DQG�ZDV�
LQÀXHQWLDO� LQ�FKDQJLQJ� WKH�FHQ-

WHU¶V�IRFXV�WR�PHGLFDO�VFLHQFHV���
“We are getting better every 

GD\� DQG� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� WKH� SRV-

LWLYH�´� VDLG� 3KLOOLSV¶� ZLIH� .HOO\�
Phillips. 

7RGG�DQG�.HOO\�KDG�WZR�VRQV�
together. Trevor (20) is currently 

a sophomore at the University 

RI� .HQWXFN\�� DQG� 7-� ����� LV�
in his second year at Virginia 

&RPPRQZHDOWK� 8QLYHUVLW\¶V�
0HGLFDO� VFKRRO�� %RWK� ER\V��

*RGZLQ�JUDGXDWHV��DUH�EDFN� LQ�
VFKRRO�DQG�DUH�VWD\LQJ�IRFXVHG�
on their studies, according to 

.HOO\�3KLOOLSV��
³7KH� *RGZLQ� VXSSRUW� KDV�

JUHDWO\� KHOSHG�P\� IDPLO\�´� VDLG�
.HOO\�3KLOOLSV��

$IWHU�7RGG¶V�GHDWK��D�PHPR-

ULDO�IXQG�ZDV�VHW�XS�LQ�KLV�KRQRU�
and has currently generated 

over $20,000 in donations. 

7KH� 3KLOOLSV� IDPLO\� SODQV� WR�
XVH� WKH� IXQG� IRU� VFKRODUVKLSV�
and other community activities 

that aspire to the same values 

held by Todd. 

³7KH� IXQG� LV� FRPLQJ� DORQJ�
ZHOO�´� VDLG� .HOO\� 3KLOOLSV�� ³,¶P�
WKDQNIXO�IRU�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�DQG�
KRSH�WR�XVH�WKH�IXQG�WR�FDUU\�RQ�
Todd’s work.”

.HOO\� PD\� SRVVLEO\� JHW� WKH�
IXQG� HQGRZHG� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH�� D�
process that will allow a core 

DPRXQW� WR� UHPDLQ� LQ� WKH� IXQG�
HDUQLQJ�LQWHUHVW��ZKLOH�D�VSHFL¿F�
SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�IXQG�FDQ�WKHQ�
EH�XVHG�HDFK�\HDU�IRU�DFWLYLWLHV�
GLUHFWHG�E\�WKH�IXQG¶V�PDQDJHUV���

see PHILLIPS, pg. 2

Emma Ford                           

Online Editor-in-Chief

Terror attack hits close to home
Olivia Carey                           

Editor-in-Chief

On July 14, in Nice, France, 

students were laughing and 

WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�IULHQGV�LQ�WKHLU�
KRWHO�URRPV�DIWHU�ZDWFKLQJ�¿UH-

works on the Promenade des 

Anglais. 

On the same night, in the 

VDPH� FL W\� � 0RKDPHG� /D-

KRXDLHM�%RXKOHO�� D� 7XQLVLDQ�
UHVLGHQW�RI�)UDQFH��GHOLEHUDWHO\�
plowed a cargo truck through 

D� FURZG� RI� SHRSOH� FHOHEUDWLQJ�
%DVWLOOH�'D\�RQ�WKH�3URPHQDGH�

“We were already in the hotel, 

EXW� ,� KDG� KHDUG�� RU� ,� VWURQJO\�
EHOLHYH� ,� KHDUG�� WKH� JXQVKRWV�
IURP�WKH�KRWHO�URRP�HDUOLHU�´�VDLG�
VHQLRU�0DGLVRQ�%UDGOH\��

7KH� UDPSDJH�� ZKLFK� OHIW� ���
dead and 307 injured, ended in 

D� GHDGO\� H[FKDQJH� RI� ¿UH�ZLWK�
the police. 

³,W�ZDV�SUHWW\�VXUUHDO�IRU�PH��
,W�DOPRVW� IHOW� OLNH� ,�ZDVQ¶W�HYHQ�
WKHUH��OLNH�,�ZDV�LQ�$PHULFD�KHDU-

photo Olivia Carey

ing about it,” said senior Amber 

/HDWKHUV��³,W�QHYHU�UHDOO\�KLW�PH�
WKDW�,�ZDV�WKHUH�GXULQJ�DQ�DWWDFN��
>DQG@� ,� MXVW� IHHO� VR� OXFN\� WR� EH�
VDIH�EXW�DOVR�VDG�IRU�WKH�ORVVHV�
that were experienced that night. 

Especially being at the scene 

MXVW�D�KDOI�KRXU�EHIRUH�WKH�HYHQW�
happened.”

The trip was organized with 

a private company and includ-

ed current French students, a 

6SDQLVK�VWXGHQW��*RGZLQ�DOXP-

QL��DQG�D�VWXGHQW� IURP�+HQULFR�
+LJK� 6FKRRO�� DOO� ZKRVH� VDIHW\�
was ensured by an emergency 

SODQ�� WKH� QXFOHXV� RI� \HDUV� RI�
trips abroad. 

$VVLVWDQW� SULQFLSDO� 0LQG\�
*X\HU� VDLG�� ³0\� LPPHGLDWH�
UHDFWLRQ� ZDV� WR� JR� LQWR� VDIHW\�
PRGH��:KHQ�,�WDNH�WKHVH�WULSV��
my sole purpose is to ensure the 

VDIHW\�DQG�FXOWXUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�
my students. 

see ATTACK, pg. 2

7KH�IURQW�RI�D�VKLUW�FHOHEUDWLQJ�
7�3KLOO\¶V�OLIH�ZLWK�DQ�KRPDJH�WR�Star 

Wars. The wrist band reads, “Always 

an Eagle. T-Philly, we love you.”

photo courtesy Associated Press
0RXUQHUV�ODLG�WHGG\�EHDUV��ÀRZHUV��QRWHV��DQG�FDQGOHV�
along the Promenade in tribute to those who lost their 

lives two nights prior, July 16, 2016. 

photo Olivia Carey photo courtesy Sandy Spicknall
7RGG�3KLOOLSV�SHUIRUPHG�³/DQG�
RI�+RSH�DQG�'UHDPV´�E\�%UXFH�
6SULQJVWHHQ�DW�D�UHFHQW�*RGZLQ�
%DFFDODXUHDWH��

7KH�EDFN�RI�WKH�VKLUW�FUHDWHG�IRU�
7�3KLOO\�UHDGV��³7KH�IRUFH�LV�VWURQJ�LQ�
WKH�*RGZLQ�IDPLO\³�
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Along with the fund, a T. Philly 
Birthday Bash will be held in his 
honor. The Birthday Bash will 
take place in Godwin’s gym on 
Oct. 29, the day before Todd’s 
birthday. 

“I believe that it is the excite-
ment, not the monetary gain, 
that will make this fundraiser 
a success,” said Kelly. “I want 
people to enjoy the concert for 
the music.”  

The Birthday Bash will cele-
brate Todd’s life and his love of 
music. Local artists will perform 
at the concert along with Todd’s 
sons and their band. 

A “battle of the bands” of sorts 
will take place prior to the bash 
at Godwin to determine which 
Godwin-based band will perform 
at the concert.

“There will not be too much 
startup cost,” said Principal 
Leigh Dunavant. 

Kelly, with some help from 
a friend, will be reaching out 

ATTACK (from pg. 1)

to corporations for donations, 
and a t-shirt design competition 
will take place to determine the 
shirts sold at the event. 

Both Kelly and the school 
hope to make the T. Philly Birth-
day Bash an annual event at 
Godwin. 

Other acts to memorialize 
Todd Phillips’ legacy at Godwin 
and to help students and staff 
return to school without his pres-
ence are taking place at Godwin 
and in the community. 

Groups of both Godwin alum-
ni and students have written 
letters to the Henrico County 
School Board requesting that the 
Godwin Center for Medical Sci-
ences be renamed in his honor. 

“Mr. Phillips was a mentor, 
D�FRQ¿GDQW��DQ� LQVSLUDWLRQ��DQG�
a friend to not only those of the 
specialty center, but to the God-
win Family as a whole,” wrote 
one Godwin alum in her letter to 
the school board. 

Dr. Omega Wilson, Director 
of High School Education for 
+HQULFR�&RXQW\��FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�
the request to rename the center 
has been shared with the school 
board, but steps to discuss this 
process have not yet been made 
public. 

“I’m so proud and grateful 
that the kids would take the time 
to write the wonderful stories 
they did,” said Kelly in regards to 
the letters. “Todd always wanted 
his students to reach their full 
potential and be happy.” 

In an additional tribute to 
the Phillips family, sophomore 
Allison Tieman wrote a song in 
Phillips’ honor. 

“I woke up thinkin’ it was a 
pretty nice day. Had no idea 
things would ever go quite this 
way. That a friend, a father, 
teacher, coach would be there 
one second and gone,” Tieman 
said in her song “See You Again 
Soon.” (https://youtu.be/OYG-

boVNVmvA)
 “We, as a family, want to 

recognize Todd and people like 
him,” said Dunavant. 

As for the center, steps 
have been put in place to help 
students transition into a year 
without Todd, and into a new 
center without the man behind 
the vision. 

Currently, Todd’s position 
as center director and as AP 
Statistics teacher has not been 
¿OOHG�� ,QVWHDG�� IRXU� WHDFKHUV��
Bryan Cole, Dan Wallace, Bar-
bara Hershey, and Debbie Jones 
have each volunteered to take 
on an extra class to help out the 
school. 

Former and retired director 
of the center Denise Williams 
will act as interim chair for the 
center. 

Williams will not only be help-
ing students adapt to the center 
without Phillips, but will also be 
looking to establish partnerships 

with medical centers around 
Richmond.

“We are doing everything in 
our power to make sure Todd’s 
vision for the Center of Medical 
Science is carried out,” said 
Dunavant.

A meeting was also held 
on July 27 for students in the 
center informing them of all the 
changes. 

Dunavant stated that there 
will be an open-door policy 
UHJDUGLQJ� FRXQVHORUV� WKH� ¿UVW�
couple weeks of school, and 
once again in June. 

“I would like to thank Mark 
Seidenberg, Hunter Thomas, 
Rob White, Leigh Dunavant, the 
center teachers, and all other 
faculty, students, and commu-
nity members who have helped 
during this time,” said Kelly 
Phillips.  “Todd loved this school 
and he loved the kids. I hope 
we can use the fund to keep his 
spirit alive.” 

Because I had an emergency 
plan in place, I was able to react 
quickly and calmly. That is not 
to say I wasn’t nervous, but my 
focus was on the students and 
their families… Even though it 
was not a school trip, I remained 
in close contact with [Principal 
Leigh] Dunavant and [HCPS Di-
rector of Communications Andy] 
Jenks throughout the night. 

There is nothing more excit-
ing [or educational] than explor-
ing the world in which we live. 
It is sad that so much chaos is 
taking place these days, but 
I believe we must continue to 
embrace humanity. We cannot 
let these incidents derail us from 
experiencing life, but we must 

be careful.”
Both Nice and its guests took 

that sentiment to heart. 
“I was inspired by the resil-

ience of the French people and 
kindness many people showed 
in the days following the attack. 
It was yet another example of 
how quickly life can change,” 
said Bradley. 

The students traveled for over 
a week through Paris, France; 
Engleberg and Lausanne in 
Switzerland; Nimes, France; 
and lastly, Nice. After enjoying 
cafes in Paris, cable car rides 
up Mt. Pilatus in the Swiss Alps, 
and the architecture of southern 
France in Avignon - among other 
things - students refused to let 

what happened ruin their last 
couple of days in France. 

“Even though a tragedy 
happened, no one in Nice was 
scared. The city was alive the 
next day and the Mediterra-
nean was absolutely beautiful. 
A waiter we had told us all, 
‘Remember, Nice is nice,’ and 
that has been something I have 
taken away from the trip, that in 
the midst of tragedy there is also 
hope,” said Leathers. 

photo courtesy Amber Leathers

Right: The coastline of 
Nice on July 15, only a day 

after the deadly attack. 
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2016 Fall sports pre-season 

Girls Volleyball Football Cross Country 

Field Hockey 

photos Kevin Crockett

photo courtesy Constance Newell

Golf Boys Volleyball  

For full fall sports previews go to godwineagles.org

Page compiled by Dalia Jimenez
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Traveling Teachers

School Counselor Juli Schatz biking moun-
tains in Snowshoe, West Virginia with her 

husband.

Math teacher John 
Mustachio with son Joe (junior) 

at the Moog Factory in Asheville, 
North Carolina. 

Librarian Brooke Davis with her husband in 
Niagara Falls, New York.

Newlywed teachers Robert 
Knaupp and Kristen Macklin at 

their wedding.

French teacher Laura Rhoades sits 
on the Skydeck in Chicago, Illinios. 

Math teacher Bryan Cole visits The Par-
liament building in Budapest, 
Hungary with his girlfriend.

Exceptional Education teacher
 Darren Olivo  snaps a selfie at The 
Parthenon in Nashville, Tennessee.

Page compiled by Jordan Payne

To see more pic-
tures of Godwin’s 
best on summer 

break, visit 
godwineagles.org

Godwin’s staff gets a summer break too, and these 
Eagles made the most of it!
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Name: Lourie Sledd
Subject: Part-time in Exceptional 

Education
Teaching experience: Ten years 

as an Itinerant teacher for the Hearing 
Impaired Program. I worked in many 
schools from John Rolfe to Carver.  I 
also taught eleven years at Freeman for 

Exceptional Education.
Hometown: Richmond

College(s): Radford University and 
James Madison University

Favorite book: The Last Lecture
Favorite movie: Dirty Dancing

Hobby(s): Shopping 
Favorite quote: “You are stronger 

than you think.”
Interesting fact: I may be new to God-

win as a teacher; however, my connection 
to the Eagles goes back many years as 
a parent whose two sons were student 

atheltes and graduates of GHS.

Name: Lynn Farley
Subject: English 11 and AP Language 

and Composition
Teaching experience: I started teach-

ing in 1998 at Midlothian High School. I 
also taught at Cape Hatteras Secondary 
School. Most recently, I taught IB English 

11 at Henrico High School
Hometown: I was born in Blooming-
ton, Ind., but I grew up in Virginia.
College(s): Virginia Commonwealth 

University
Favorite book: Hamlet and The 

Crucible 
Favorite movie: Everything (the mov-

ie by Wes Anderson)
Hobby(s): Home renovations and DIY 

projects 
Favorite quote: “There is nothing 

either good or bad but thinking makes it 
so.” - Shakespeare 

Interesting fact: I love baking German 
pastries. My specialty is Bienenstich. 

Name: Megan Walton
Position: School Counselor

Teaching experience: Five years as 
a school counselor at Fairfield Middle 
Shool and one year at Carrington Middle 

School in Durham, N.C.
Hometown: Southampton County

College(s): University of Virginia and 
University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill

Favorite book: Once a Runner
Favorite movie: The Sandlot

Hobby(s): Distance running, playing 
with my dog, ans spending time at the 

beach 
Favorite quote: “We don’t rise to the 

level of our expectations, we fall to the 
level of our training.” - Archilochos
Interesting fact: I ran the Richmond 

Marathon this past year.

Name: Carl Torrence Jr
Position: Assistant Principal for 9th 

grade
Teaching experience: Six years as 

a CTE teacher at Hermitage, five years 
as an admin aide at Hermitage, one year 
as an admin intern at Highland Springs, 
and one year as a PACE coordinator/
admin aide at The Academy at Virginia 

Randolph
Hometown: High Point, N.C.

College(s): North Carolina  A&T State 
University, Averett University, and Regent 

University
Favorite book: Holy Bible

Favorite movie: Shawshank Re-
demption

Hobby(s): VHSL basketball official
Favorite quote: “Team work makes 
the dream work.” - John Maxwell

Interesting fact: I can walk on my 
hands and perform a back handspring.

Name: Kayla Soltis-Katella
Subject: French

Teaching Experience: Four years in 
Newport News, one year at a boarding 
school in Tappahannock, and one year 
teaching English in France in Savig-

ny-sur-Orge  
Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pa.

College(s): Allegheny College, and 
New York University

Favorite book: Harry Potter series
Favorite movie: Casablanca

Hobby(s): painting and lettering
Favorite quote: “It is a mistake to 

think you can solve any major problems 
with just potatoes.” - Douglas Adams
Interesting fact: Before I realized that 

I wanted to teach, I was determined to 
become a Museum curator. I even worked 
at the Smithsonian in D.C. for a semster 
of grad school before transitioning to 

teaching.

Name: Jessica Harvey
Subject: 10th grade World History II 

and 11th grade US History
Teaching experience: Four years at 

Colonial Forge High School in Stafford 
County. I have also taught World History 
II, AP Psychology, and US/VA Govern-

ment.
Hometown: Henrico County

College(s): James Madison University
Favorite book: I have many favorite 

books, including The Kite Runner, All 
the Light We Cannot See, and the Harry 

Potter series
Favorite movie: Baby Mama

Hobby(s): Reading, being outside, 
walking my dog

Favorite quote: “Raise your words, 
not your voice. It is rain that grows flow-

ers, not thunder.” - Rumi
Interesting fact: A few years ago my 

car was totaled by the mailman as he 
went to my house to deliver mail.

New year brings new teachers 
Godwin community welcomes fresh faces

photos Kevin Crockett

photo courtesy Lynn Farley
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Name: Kendra Thomas 
Subject: Exceptional Education, co-

chair
Teaching experience: Six years at 

Douglas Freeman High School
Hometown: Henrico

College(s): Mary Washington and 
Virginia Commonwealth University
Favorite book: Depends on the day 

and mood
Favorite movie: Love Actually 

Hobby(s): Running, kayaking, spend-
ing time with family

Favorite quote: “If you are not kind on 
the internet, then you’re not kind.”

Name: Karis Hunt
Position: School counselor

Teaching experience: I was a school 
counselor for seven years at Travelers 

Rest High School in Greenville, S.C.
Hometown: Midlothian

College(s): Winthrop University and 
University of South Carolina

Favorite book: The Weight of Silence
Favorite movie: Now and Then

Hobby(s): Painting and updating old 
furniture

Favorite quote: “Good things come to 
those who believe, better things come to 
those who are patient, and the best things 

come to those who never give up.”
Interesting fact: I can recite all of the 

presidents, in order, in under 15 seconds.

Name: Heather Martin
Subject: Biology I

Teaching experience: Six years at 
Varina High School

Hometown: Born in N.C., but grew up 
in Portsmouth

College(s): James Madison University 
and Old Dominion University
Favorite book: Little Blue Truck
Favorite movie: Dirty Dancing

Hobby(s): Traveling and camping
Favorite quote: “I believe that every-

thing happens for a reason... Sometimes 
good things fall apart so better things can 

fall together.” - Marilyn Monroe
Interesting fact: I have an extreme 

sweet tooth.

Name: Stephanie Lance
Position: Exceptional Education- 

collaborative Algebra II, Biology, and 
Biology II

Teaching experience: Four years at 
Henrico High School, nine years at Char-

terhouse Therapeutic Day School
Hometown: Richmond

College(s): Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Favorite movie: Bad Moms
Hobby(s): Going to the beach

Favorite quote: “When you choose a 
behavior, you choose its consequence.”

Interesting fact: My son graduated 
from Godwin in 2014, and my daughter 

is going to be a junior this year.

New teacher introductions
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Advice for Freshman

“It is important to have time management.”   
- Assistant principal Carl Torrence

“Be good friends with your teachers.” 
- Louisa Glazunov, 12

“Make lots of new friends.” 
- Amy Martter, 12

“Don’t slack o! and be sure to study.” 
- Judd Garner, 10

“Make sure to get involved.” 
- Liam Deegan, 10 “Be yourself and make this your home.” 

- Briana Schwam, 11

“Study hard and don’t take school as a joke.” 
- Meg Allen, 12 “Stay classy.” 

- Brock Berringer, 11

“Don’t walk slowly in the hallways.”         
- Nora Saxman and Guadalupe Pinto, 12 “Stay in school.” 

- Michael Whitty, 12
Page compiled by Carter Straub Photos Kevin Crockett

Veteran Eagles o!er guidance
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