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In the fall of the 2010-2011 
school year, Beth Smith became 
the principal of Godwin High 
School replacing David Myers, 
who left to become part of the 
Chesterfield County School 
Board. Now after six years of 
guidance and leadership, the 
Godwin community will say 
goodbye to Smith as she begins 
a new chapter of her career as 
principal at Patrick Henry High 
School in Hanover County. 

Smith will conclude her ten-
ure as principal on July 1 of this 
year in order to decrease her 
commute from work to home so 
that she can spend more time 
with her family. 

“I have many treasured mem-
ories from the past six years as 
your principal,” said Smith in 
her recent letter to the Godwin 
community, “There has not been 
a single day at Godwin when I 
haven’t learned something new.”

Smith became principal at 
Godwin after working as prin-
cipal at Hungary Creek Middle 
School. During her years at 
Godwin, Smith introduced new 
clubs and organizations along 
with appointing two members of 
the Godwin faculty to the posi-
tions of eleventh and tenth grade 
assistant principal: Louise Foley 
(11) and John Phillips (10). 

“Ms. Smith is super nice. 
Even if she didn’t know you she 
would still give you a hug. You 

Emma Ford
J-1 Correspondent

could tell she loved her job,” said 
sophomore Alex Leverty.

Under Smith’s guidance, 
Godwin has worked towards 
becoming a community of ac-
ceptance with programs, such 
as Challenge Day, working to 
promote school unity and in-
clusion. 

“When I transferred here, she 
was really supportive with all my 
pronouns. She made me feel ac-
cepted,” said junior Ryan Keane. 

Challenge Day is a nation-
wide program whose official 
mission is to “demonstrate love 
and connection through the cele-
bration of diversity, truth, and full 
expression.” It was Smith who 
made Challenge Day an annual 
program here at Godwin. 

Smith has made it her per-
sonal goal to help students’ 
emotional health and decrease 
bullying within Godwin. 

“When I first came here she 
was supportive and super nice. 
I could talk to her,” said senior 
Stephanie Kellogg. 

The club Circle of Friends, 
developed under Smith’s su-
pervision, was created to help 
unite all members of the Godwin 
student body. The goal of Circle 
of Friends is to bring students 
and students in exceptional 
education together and promote 
friendship and equality among 
its members. 

The All-Stars basketball 
game has been introduced to 
Godwin under the club and 
Smith’s leadership. It provides 

Godwin to say goodbye to Principal Smith
the opportunity for students to 
play basketball in a game-like 
setting who would normally not 
have the chance to do so. 

Along with introducing new 
clubs and organizations, Smith 
has helped raise awareness 
about the increasing impact of 
prescription drug abuse among 
young people. 

On April 25 and 26, Godwin 
hosted former NBA basketball 
player and drug addict Chris 
Herren as he speaks about the 
impact of drug abuse to the God-
win community. The event will be 
an open house.  

As for the new principal, the 
position at the time of press is 
undecided. However, a new prin-
cipal is hoped to be named be-
fore the end of the school year. 

“Transition piece is huge,” 

said the head of High School 
Education Dr. Omega W. Wilson 
meaning that it is hopeful that 
the new principal will have time 
to integrate his or herself into 
Godwin before Smith leaves 
next year to become a new 
member of the Patriots. 

Though Smith’s Godwin fami-
ly will miss her dearly, they know 
she will bring the same dedica-
tion and love of her job to a new 
population of students.

“I am excited for this new 
opportunity to become a Patrick 
Henry Patriot. However, it is very 
difficult to think about leaving 
Godwin. The Godwin Family 
has made me want to be a bet-
ter principal, professional, and 
person, and for each of you and 
my time here, I will be forever 
grateful,” said Smith. 

This spring, Godwin students 
will be spending their prom night 
on Saturday, May 21 under the 
stars. 

Each year, prom has a unique 
theme that gives juniors and 
seniors a chance to make final 
high school memories. 

Last year’s theme was “Great 
Gatsby,” while this year’s prom 
has been given an under the 
stars, “Interstellar,” theme. 

This particular theme was 
decided on by the juniors’ prom 
committee who wanted a fresh 
and new idea that had not yet 
been done at Godwin. 

Science teacher and junior 
class sponsor Josh McKeon 

said, “I am very excited about 
the theme.  It is very original and 
no one will see it coming.”

The decorations that are 
being used will transform the 
commons and connecting hall-
ways into a lounge-area. This 
will represent a space terminal 
that leads into the gym where 
there will be a dj. The gym will 
be transformed to resemble the 
stars and planets in outer space.  

In the commons area there 
will be casino games such as 
Texas Hold’em, Roulette, and 
the Dice Wheel.

There will also be glowing ball 
lamps hanging from the ceilings 
that will portray the planets in 
outer space.

Junior Madison Bradley who 
is helping in the planning pro-
cess said, “Everything will be 

glowing, and there’s going to 
be a ton of string lights hanging 
from the ceiling.” 

Since the beginning of the 
school year, the junior class 
officers have been working to 
create this prom theme.

The junior class sponsors, 
McKeon and English teacher 
Kent Slonaker have also been 
involved in this planning pro-
cess.  

McKeon, Slonaker, and the 
junior class officers, as a whole, 
are responsible for everything 
from the decorations to the lights 
and music that will be displayed 
on prom night.  

A majority of the plans were 
finalized as recently as January, 
however, the prom committee, 
junior class officers, McKeon, 
and Slonaker will continue to 

2016 prom theme announced

photo courtesy Google

finalize small details as prom 
night approaches. 

“Everyone should come out.  
It is definitely going to be a great 
time,” said McKeon.

Smith has had an impact at Godwin for six years. 
She has brought about numerous programs.

photo Kevin Crockett

Prom will be “Interstellar” 
themed.  The gym will 
resemble the stars and 
planets of outer space.

Yara Ibrahim and McKenna 
Gillard

J-1 Correspondent



29 APRIL 2016NEWSPAGE 2

Fordson Labs is a music 
group that was formed by God-
win seniors Carter Ward and 
Tony Laula and Freeman senior 
Coleman Greene.

Last Halloween, they per-
formed for about 500 people in 
Ward’s backyard. They received 
around $400 in donations. 

“It was amazing seeing a 
bunch of people from different 
schools come together for an 
unforgettable night that every-
one enjoyed,” said Laula. 

$IWHU� D� VXFFHVVIXO� ¿UVW� SHU-
formance, the group wanted the 
show to go on.

On March 11, Fordson Labs 
announced they would be hold-
ing a concert at the Canal Club 

Fordson Labs to perform at The Canal Club
in downtown Richmond on May 
7. The Pep Band will be the 
opening act.

 “After we picked up the 
greatest agent on the east coast, 
Harrison Fratkin, we worked to-
gether and composed an email 
and asked [the Canal Club] if we 
could perform there,” said Ward. 

The Canal Club is a two-story 
building, with a downstairs ca-
pacity of 450 people. It is located 
on the corner of 17th Street and 
Cary Street. The club has hosted 
other groups locally and around 
the country, including AER.

The group made a deal with 
the club that if they can sell 500 
tickets, they will be relocated to 
the larger upstairs. 

The music set list will be re-

leased before the show so new 
fans and seasoned fans alike 
can learn the lyrics.

“It is going to be a mix of old 
and new music,” said Ward, “we 
hope to release one or two more 
[songs] before the show.”

Godwin Eagles and Freeman 
Rebels alike are looking forward 
to the concert and supporting 
their friends on stage.

³$IWHU�JRLQJ�WR�WKHLU�¿UVW�FRQ-
cert back in October, I’m excited 
to go and see them perform one 
more time,” said Godwin senior 
Zach Appel. 

Tickets to see Fordson Labs 
at the Canal Club on May 7 
are sold online through the-
canalclub.com, from Ward, Lau-
la, and Fratkin, or at the door. 

Ben Manspile
Front editor

Robotics team headed to St. Louis
Charlotte Spence

Features editor
Robotics has been a club at 

Godwin for 16 years and has 
won many awards for the ro-
bots they have made. The team 
has traveled all over the United 
States competing with other 
schools and proving their robots 
to be among the best.

Engineering teacher Earl 
Hurlburt is the club’s mentor 
and organizes the competitions 
for the team. Hurlburt also helps 
in the process of designing and 
building the robot.

“We form a strategy, design 
the robot on CAD (Comput-
er-Aided Design), then we work 
in different subgroups to build 
it pneumatically, mechanically, 
and electrically,” said Hurlburt.

The competitions they go to 
are spread all over the United 
States. The farthest the Robotics 
team has traveled is St. Louis, 
MO and Atlanta, GA.

“Some of the competitions 
we’ve been to are Districts at 
Blacksburg, Districts at Doswell, 
Regionals at VCU, States in 
Maryland, and most importantly 
Worlds in St. Louis, Missouri,” 
said Hurlburt.

The team’s most recent com-
petition was the Chesapeake 
District Championship Event in 
College Park, MD, held on April 
7 through April 9. While they 
GLGQ¶W�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�¿QDO�URXQG�
during the MD competition, the 
team moved on to World’s First 
Championship Event because 
they were awarded the Engi-
neering Inspiration award. 

They will be traveling to St. 
Louis, MO on April 27 through 
April 30 for World’s.

In robotics competitions, titles 
are awarded in all different cate-
gories. Godwin won Engineering 
Inspiration and Innovation in 
Control at Districts. They also 
won Engineering Inspiration  
most recently at States.

The Engineering Inspiration 
award celebrates outstanding 
success in advancing respect 
and appreciation for engineering 
within a team’s school and com-
munity. It’s an award for spread-
ing engineering love throughout 
Godwin and Richmond. 

Robotics team members do-
nated their free time to teaching 
young kids in daycares and ele-
mentary schools how to program 
small robots, and it was for this 
that they won the award.

The Innovation in Control 
award celebrates innovative 
control systems or application 
of control components, and it is 
given for the unique application 
of creative technology. 

“When we won Engineering 
,QVSLUDWLRQ� DZDUG� WKDW� TXDOL¿HG�
XV� IRU� ZRUOGV�� P\� ¿UVW� WKRXJKW�
was ‘yay!’ and my second 
thought was that this was a 
100 percent team win. It wasn’t 
because of one or two people 
that put together pamphlets and 
media: it was because the inspi-
ration in our team was apparent 
in every member,” said senior 
Minna Blottner.

Blottner has been a part of 
the team for four years, and is 
the captain this year. She was 

the electrical lead her sopho-
more and junior year. Blottner 
also helped with award presen-
tations her junior year. 

“It’s really fun being the 
captain. The leadership and 
membership make it easier 
because they’re so passionate 
and hardworking so that robot 
and business gets done easily 
there. It’s not like being the boss 
of other people, but a member of 
the team with a different kind of 
job,” said Blottner.

Senior Cole Powell has been 
on the Robotics team for four 
years and is the acting mechan-
ical lead.

“I am in charge of the me-
chanical subgroup, which is 
responsible for building the 
robot and plumbing all of the 
pneumatics on the robot. I also 
make sure everyone is being 
safe while working on the robot,” 
said Powell.

Senior Uday Patil is the pro-
gramming lead of the team and 
has been contributing his work 
for four years.  

“As programming lead, I work 
to ensure that the robot has code 
that will allow the driver to con-
trol it using joysticks and Xbox 
controllers. Programming also 
has to make the robot perform 
some actions autonomously for 
about 15 seconds, which is one 
area that we focus on. 

We also take on side projects 
to improve our robot’s perfor-
mance and uniqueness. For 
example, this year we are using 
augmented reality similar to 
Google glass to allow the drivers 

to have improved control and 
awareness of the robot on the 
FRPSHWLWLRQ�¿HOG�´�VDLG�3DWLO�

6HQLRU� /LQK� %XL� ¿UVW� MRLQHG�
Robotics freshman year starting 
in the programming subgroup. 
The following year she became 
co-lead for public relations be-
fore advancing to become the 
public relations lead for the past 
two years. 

“I’d say this year has been 
my all time favorite. Although the 
team, Talon 540, faced a storm 
of obstacles, we fought through 
it with hard work and dedication. 
We came into our second district 
competition ranked in the 80’s of 
130+ teams in our region. 

We came out with the op-

portunity to go to the World 
Championship in St. Louis, MO 
by winning the prestigious Engi-
neering Inspiration award, which 
even gave us $5,000 entry fee 
waiver paid for by NASA. I think 
that’s quite an accomplishment,” 
said Bui.

The Robotics team dedi-
cates their time and energy to 
representing Godwin at every 
competition they attend, but 
competition isn’t all that there is 
to the team.

“We work together as a team 
to complete the goal of building 
a robot, but it’s not just about 
that. We are more than a robot, 
we are a family,” said Hurlburt.

L to r: Powell, junior Shreyas Kulkarni, Patil, and Blotter 
with the robot.

Fordson Labs will be performing at the Canal Club on 
May 7 at 7 pm for $5 online and at the door.

Students and faculty participate in Challenge Day
Virginia Duley

News editor
    Every year Godwin has stu-

dents and faculty participate in 
an event called Challenge Day.

Challenge Day is an event 
where leaders from the Chal-
lenge Day program are sent 
to schools and businesses 
throughout the world in order to 
share and realize different prob-

lems that many other people are 
also experiencing.

Those problems include 
drugs, bullying, violence, pover-
ty, prejudice, gossiping, abuse, 
sexism, harassment, isolation, 
rumors, homophobia, and rac-
ism.

According to the Challenge 
Day program, their mission 
is “to provide youth and their 

communities with experiential 
workshops and programs that 
demonstrate the possibility of 
love and connection through 
the celebration of diversity, truth, 
and full expression.”

This year Challenge Day was 
hosted on April 4 and April 5.  

Students were nominated by 
faculty beforehand to participate 
in Challenge Day, and some 

teachers were also invited to 
participate.

The students and faculty 
who were chosen to participate 
in Challenge Day, were given 
the date of April 4 or April 5 to 
attend Challenge Day.  They all 
gathered in the gymnasium be-
IRUH�¿UVW�SHULRG�WR�EHJLQ�RQ�WKHLU�
respective days that would last 
for six and a half hours.

The students and faculty par-
ticipated in numerous activities 
to share different things about 
themselves.

One activity was called “cross 
the line”. It consisted of the 
Challenge Day leaders making 
a statement and if the statement 
applied to anyone, they crossed 
the line. 

(see Challenge Day, page 6)

photo courtesy 

photo courtesy The Canal Club
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Eagle athletes soar into the future
Kevin Richeson

Sports editor
On March 3, senior Brett 

Buisson committed to play bas-
ketball next year at Lynchburg 
College.

%XLVVRQ�ZDV�UHFUXLWHG�E\�¿I-
WHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�VFKRROV��LQFOXGLQJ�
seven schools in the Old Domin-
LRQ�$WKOHWLF�&RQIHUHQFH��2'$&���

He narrowed his choices 
down to two in-state ODAC 
schools, Lynchburg and Ran-
dolph College. 

He ultimately decided to 
commit to Lynchburg, because 
KH�IHOW�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�EHVW�
¿W�IRU�KLP��

Lynchburg won the ODAC 
championship and reached the 
VHFRQG�URXQG�RI�WKH�'LYLVLRQ�,,,�
basketball tournament.

Buisson began to play bas-
ketball when he was in kin-
dergarten, when he joined the 
Upward Basketball League and  
FRQWLQXHG�WR�SOD\�IRU�KLV�PLGGOH�
school and high school teams.

Buisson has maintained a 
rigorous workout schedule in 
order to improve his strength 
and skillset. 

He works out six days a 
week, participating in various 
strength, conditioning, and 
skills workouts, and has also 
participated in school and AAU 

practices. 
Buisson has always wanted 

to play in college.
³,�DOZD\V�KDYH�ZDQWHG�WR�SOD\�

LQ�FROOHJH�DQG�NQHZ�KRZ�GLI¿FXOW�
it would be balancing the aca-
demics and athletics while trying 
to excel in both,” said Buisson.

Godwin boys varsity basket-
ball coach Hunter Thomas said, 
“Brett had a great career here 
at Godwin. He is now the 5th 
all-time scorer at Godwin high 
VFKRRO�� +H� VHW� WKH� UHFRUG� IRU�
most three points shots made 
in a season with 79. He was a 
JUHDW� OHDGHU� IRU� XV� DQG�ZLOO� EH�
PLVVHG� QH[W� \HDU�� %UHWW� ZLOO� ¿W�
in well with Lynchburg. He is 
a scorer and hard worker and 
should step in next year and help 
WKHP�GHIHQG�WKHLU�2'$&�WLWOH�´

On April 2, Junior Lyndsey 
Gutzmer committed to play 
soccer in college at Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 

Gutzmer had received inter-
HVW�IURP�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�SURJUDPV��
however she chose to commit to 
9&8�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�DFDGHP-
LFV��EXV\�FDPSXV��DQG� WKH� IDFW�
that the school is close to home.

6KH�IHOW�PRVW�GUDZQ�WR�9&8�
DWKOHWLFDOO\�� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH�
FRDFKLQJ� VWDII�� VXSHUE� DWKOHWLF�
IDFLOLWLHV�� DQG� WKH� FORVHQHVV� RI�
the team.

Gutzmer has been playing 

VRFFHU� IRU� WKH� SDVW� ��� \HDUV��
VLQFH�VKH�ZDV�¿YH�\HDUV�ROG��

,Q� WKH� IDOO�� *XW]PHU� SOD\V�
WUDYHO�VRFFHU�IRU�5LFKPRQG�8QLW-
ed, and has practice three times 
a week with a game or two every 
weekend.

,Q� WKH� VSULQJ�� VKH� SOD\V� IRU�
Godwin and has practice every 
GD\� DIWHU� VFKRRO� IRU� WZR� KRXUV�
LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� D� IXOO� VHDVRQ� RI�
games.

Gutzmer also excels in school 
and is an honor roll student. 

She has also always wanted 
to play soccer in college and is 
excited to make the next step in 
her athletic career.

� ³,¶YH�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG� WR�SOD\�
FROOHJH�VRFFHU��,�FDQQRW�VHH�P\�
OLIH�ZLWKRXW� VRFFHU�� VR� NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�SOD\� LQ�FROOHJH�
was not a hard decision at all,” 
said Gutzmer.

Godwin girls varsity soccer 
coach Ali Toole said, “Lyndsey 
is a talented hard working player 
WKDW�LPSDFWV�RXU�WHDP¶V�VXFFHVV�
WUHPHQGRXVO\�� ,� DP� H[FLWHG� IRU�
Lyndsey to go to VCU and play. 
,�IHHO�/\QGVH\�ZLOO�PDNH�DQ�LP-
SDFW�RQ�9&8¶V�ZRPHQ¶V�VRFFHU�
program because she is athletic, 
VNLOOIXO� DQG� FDQ� SOD\� DQ\ZKHUH�
RQ� WKH� ¿HOG�� ,� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR�
watching her grow as a colle-
giate soccer player.”

Photo courtesy Brett Buisson

%XLVVRQ��O���GULYHV�WR�WKH�EDVNHW�DJDLQVW�D�'HHS�5XQ�
GHIHQGHU�GXULQJ�D�UHJXODU�VHDVRQ�JDPH�WKLV�\HDU�

Photo courtesy Google

*XW]PHU��IURQW���FRQWUROV�WKH�EDOO�ZKLOH�IHQGLQJ�RII�DQ�
opponent during the Deep Run match this year.

3RZGHUSXII��*RGZLQ¶V�JLUOV�WDNH�WKH�IRRWEDOO�¿HOG

Photos courtesy Trent Holt
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Dalia Jimenez
J-1 correspondent

Godwin senior to study abroad

photo courtesy Madi McColley

Madi McColley in her AUP 
shirt along with Sophie 
Durand and Colleen 
Schmidt.

Life after high school can be 
a stressful topic for seniors as 
WKH\� ¿QDOL]H� SODQV� IRU� FROOHJH��
WUDYHOV��DQG�RWKHU�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�
will broaden their experiences as 
a new adult. 

Senior Madi McColley has 
already committed to the Amer-
LFDQ� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 3DULV�� DOVR�
known as AUP. AUP is a small-
HU� OLEHUDO� DUWV� FROOHJH� LQ� 3DULV��
France. 

For most out-of-country col-
OHJHV�� WKH� DSSOLFDWLRQ� SURFHVV�
would be more extensive be-
FDXVH�RI�ODQJXDJH�EDUULHUV��EXW�
since AUP is an American-based 
FROOHJH��LW�ZDVQ¶W�WRR�GLIIHUHQW��

“The application process 
was exactly like one for any US 
VFKRRO�H[FHSW� LI�(QJOLVK�ZDVQ¶W�
\RXU� ¿UVW� ODQJXDJH�� WKHQ� \RX�
KDYH�WR�WDNH�D�SUR¿FLHQF\�H[DP�
because all the classes are in 
(QJOLVK�´�VDLG�0F&ROOH\�

She was accepted in October 
and is very enthusiastic to be 
attending this fall. Her major will 

be self-designed.
“A self-design major basically 

PHDQV�LI�WKH\�GRQ¶W�RIIHU�WKH�PD-
jor you want then you can kind 
of choose classes you want to 
PDMRU�LQ�´�VDLG�0F&ROOH\��

McColley chose AUP be-
cause of the incredibly diverse 
students and staff. The school 
is open to everyone around the 
world which creates a culturally 
rich environment where stu-
dents can not only study basic 
VXEMHFWV�� EXW� DOVR� VXEPHUJH�
themselves in the many tradi-
tions and ethnicities from around 
the world. 

Attendees also have the op-
portunity to engage in classes 
that expose them to art from 
different countries and historical 
eras. Students can choose to 
take classes that allow them to 
EH�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�DUW�DURXQG�
WKHP��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�QHF-
essarily creating it. 

“I wanted to go to a liberal 
DUWV� FROOHJH�� HVSHFLDOO\� $83��
because I love the many classes 
they offer with French art as well 

DV� EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� WUDYHO� HDVLO\�´�
said McColley. 

Another trait that attracted 
McColley was the fact that AUP 
LVQ¶W�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�*UHHN�OLIH��
meaning that they do not have 
sororities. A college that is so 
culturally diverse has no inten-
tions of separation when they 
have made it a point to be an 
inclusive school. 

³,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�JR�WR�D�VFKRRO�
that was big into sorority life. You 
have to go to certain events and 
mingle with certain people and 
,� GLGQ¶W� ZDQW� WKRVH� UHVWULFWLRQV�
on who I got to connect with in 
FROOHJH�´�VDLG�0F&ROOH\��

McColley wants to get her 
degree in education to become 
a teacher because of her love 
for children and learning. She 
also wants to take classes in 
SV\FKRORJ\��VR�VKH�LV�DEOH�WR�XQ-
derstand and help her students 
as a teacher. 

She plans to teach kindergar-
WHQ�RU�¿UVW�JUDGH�EXW�UHFHQWO\�VKH�
has been leaning towards early 
FKLOGKRRG� VSHFLDO� HGXFDWLRQ��

which involves special needs 
children around the ages of two 
and three. 

“They work a lot on playing 
and sharing and wrist move-
ments to drink from a cup and 
use a spoon and things that 
would be so simple to us but 
WKH\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�GR��
,¶G�ORYH�WR�EH�D�WHDFKHU�WR�WKHVH�
NLGV�´�VDLG�0F&ROOH\�

Most schools do not have 
this program due to the lack of 
teachers willing to teach special  
QHHGV�FKLOGUHQ��D�IDFW�WKDW�RQO\�
encourages McColley to pursue 
her degree.

Another motive that drives 
her towards that particular ca-
reer is the personal experience 
she has with her brother. 

³0\� EURWKHU�� ZKR� LV� LQ� WKLUG�
JUDGH�� KDV� KLJK� IXQFWLRQLQJ�
DXWLVP��VR�,¶YH�VHHQ�LW�XS�FORVH�´�
said McColley.

� ³,W� GH¿QLWHO\� LV� D� GLIIHUHQW�
experience close up because 
\RX� UHDOL]H�KRZ�DZHVRPH�DQG�
smart these kids are; they just 
KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�´�

AUP is a four year college 
and McColley plans on attending 
for the full four years to gain as 
much knowledge as possible to 
become the best teacher she 
can be.

“I would love to be able to 
WHDFK� RQH� GD\� DQG� LW¶V� YHU\�
rewarding to be able to interact 
and teach these special needs 
FKLOGUHQ�´�VDLG�0F&ROOH\�

. 

Challenge Day (continued from page 2)
All those whom the statement 

did not apply to did the American 
Sign Language (ASL) sign for 
³ORYH´�

French teacher Laura Rhoad-
HV� VDLG�� ³,W� ZDV� YHU\� SRZHUIXO���
'H¿QLWHO\�VRPHWKLQJ�HYHU\�VWX-
dent should have the opportunity 
to do at least once in their high 
VFKRRO�FDUHHU�´

Challenge Day was founded 
WR�GHFUHDVH�FOLTXHV�� VWHUHRW\S-
LQJ��DQG�EXOO\LQJ�LQ�VFKRROV�

Sophomore William Mosberg 
VDLG��³,W�ZDV�VR�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�
,�H[SHFWHG�LW�WR�EH�´

:KLOH� DW� &KDOOHQJH� 'D\��
students and faculty alike were 
able to expand their views on 

others that they would normally 
not talk to.

Sophomore Emily Deyerle 
VDLG��³,�UHDOO\�OLNH�JHWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�
about the incredible stories of 
people I would not have normally 
associated with in school.  I feel 
that now I can talk to them just 
OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�´

+RZHYHU�� VWXGHQWV� DUH� QRW�
WKH� RQO\� RQHV� VKDULQJ� GLI¿FXOW�
things. The teachers that were 
chosen to participate also share 
events that have been an impact 
on them.

(QJOLVK� WHDFKHU� (OL]DEHWK�
7XUQHU� VDLG�� ³,W� ZDV� P\� IRXUWK�
&KDOOHQJH�'D\��DQG� LW�ZDV� MXVW�

DV�SRZHUIXO�DV�WKH�¿UVW�´
Challenge Day is an event 

that greatly impacts those who 
participate each year.

Sophomore Henry Brown 
VDLG�� ³7KRXJK� HYHU\ERG\� ZDV�
VDG�IRU�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP��ORQJ�WHUP��
,�IHHO�,�KDYH�JURZQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
VLQFH�&KDOOHQJH�'D\�´
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On Feb. 25, 1956, United 
States senator Harry Flood Byrd 
called for a strategy known as 
“Massive Resistance” which 
opposed integrated schools. 
This new strategy acted in ac-
cordance with the “Southern 
Manifesto” which had been 
signed by more than a hundred 
southern congressmen. 

Massive resistance took 
things to the next level by setting 
up a Pupil Placement Board that 
assigned certain students to 
VSHFL¿F� VFKRROV�� ,Q� WKHRU\�� WKH�
board wasn’t supposed to con-
sider race as one of the reasons 
for placement into a school, but 
in reality it was the only thing 
that was considered. Not only 
that, but tuition grants were 
given to students who opposed 
integrated schools. 

Massive Resistance did not 
stop there. Within this strategy 
was a law that cut state funds 
and closed any and all public 
schools which intended to in-
tegrate. 

Years later, Byrd’s efforts 
were counterracted and laws 
were put into place to ensure the 
LQWHJUDWLRQ� RI� VFKRROV�� 7LWOH� 9,�

Margaretta Sackor

Center spread editor

of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 
and the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 
denied funds to all schools who 
resisted integration. With laws 
like that being put into place, the 
Pupil Placement Board allowed 
students to pick their school 
placement. 

:KLWH�IDPLOLHV�ÀHG�WR�SULYDWH�
schools or to mostly white sub-
urbs which set the progress of 
integrating schools farther back. 
Racial segregation isn’t the only 
thing that puts a bad taste in 
people’s mouth when they hears 
Byrd’s name. 

During his time as United 
States senator, Byrd voted 
against aid to education, public 
housing, anti-poverty programs, 
minimum wage increases, and 
most foreign-aid legislation like 
the Marshall Plan and Truman 
Doctrine.

With all this being said, some 
question why anyone would 
name a school after a man who 
wanted segregation between 
blacks and whites.  Some argue 
that besides all that Byrd did to 
keep Virginia segregated, he 
still did some good. During his 
term as governor, his policies 
generated a four million treasury 
surplus. 

Governor Byrd’s term is 
remembered for its ‘business 
progressivism” because he 
reorganized state government 
and centralized executive au-
thority. Byrd got rid of the eight 
PHPEHU� HOHFWHG� VWDWH� RI¿FHUV�
and brought it down to three (the 
governor, lieutenant governor, 
and attorney general). He is 

responsible for what is known 
as the “short ballot.” After that, 
he instituted a new accounting 
system and revised the state 
tax system which gave localities 
the power to tax real estate and 
personal property, leaving the 
income tax for only the state. 

Byrd also had a “Program 
of Progress” where he boosted 
Virginia as a site for industrial 
and tourist development while 
promoting roads, airports, and 
historical sites with highway 
markers. He also supported the 
creation of Shenandoah Nation-
al Park and the restoration of 
Colonial Williamsburg. 

Critics argue that Byrd was 
not a racist but simply played 
the race card to his advantage 
when his political machine was 
in a tight election contest. 

Harry Flood Byrd Middle 
School was opened in 1971; 
QDPHG�DIWHU�%\UG��,W�ZDV�TXHV-
tioned then, and it is still being 
questioned to this day. Op-
ponents wanted the board to 
change the name of the school 
because its namesake goes 
completely against the school’s 
mission. 

According to the middle 
school’s mission statement, 
“Byrd Middle School, a diverse, 
innovative, and resourceful 
learning community, will em-
power students by promoting 
rigorous academic standards, 
nurturing positive relationships, 
and encouraging skill develop-
ment to meet the demands of a 
changing global society.” 

Jordan Chapman, a senior at 
Hermitage High School, decided 

it was time for a change. She 
MXVWL¿HV� KHU� DFWLRQV� E\� VD\LQJ�
Byrd Middle should not be 
named after someone who kept 
African-American students out of 
VFKRRO�IRU�¿YH�\HDUV��

Chapman posted a petition 
on Change.org which gathered 
over 700 supporters to change 
the name of Byrd Middle whose 
student body is 50 percent mi-
nority (20 percent black). After 
the petition, the school board 
agreed to two meetings before 
D�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ��

On the night of March 10, 
the school board met for the 
last time and in a unanimous 
decision decided to rename the 
middle school, which they hope 
to have renamed by the 2016-
2017 school year. 

But when does it end? What 
if someone is offended by the 
next name and decides to gather 
support, then will we change the 
name again? 

,�SHUVRQDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�KLV-
tory should be an example of 
KRZ� IDU�ZH� KDYH� FRPH�� ,W� LV� D�
reminder of the struggle of our 
ancestors, black, white, Hispan-
ic, and every race. Sure, some 
can argue that African-Amer-
icans have struggled a much 
greater deal than any other race 
in America. The moment we start 
changing history is the moment 
we give up on history. 

Yes, someone like Harry 
Flood Byrd doesn’t need a 
school named after him, but 
should it be stripped of his 
name? No. what about forgive-
ness? Those actions were com-
mitted while he was living and 

we have come far since then. 
The school was named after 
him not for his racial stance, but 
for the economic work he did for 
Virginia. 

Also, don’t forget to take into 
account the money it would 
take to change the name of 
the school, the planning and 
re-branding of everything that 
has a Byrd Senator’s logo on it. 
Will they even keep the same 
mascot? 

According to the Richmond 
Times Dispatch, the School 
Board members have estimated 
that changing the school name 
would roughly cost $136,000 for 
everything, including $88,000 for 
athletic materials. The majority, 
if not all of this would be taken 
from taxpayers and donations to 
replace the spirit wear. 

Also, ask yourself how many 
of the students at Byrd actually 
know or care about what the 
name of their school names. 
Students in sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade are not worried 
about the name of their school. 
They are concerned with going 
to school and being with their 
friends. 

No one ever thinks to ask 
the students what they want. 
Everything is decided for them 
and everyone else’s opinion 
is put into their heads, which 
leaves little room for their own 
RSLQLRQ�� ,V� LW� UHDOO\�ZRUWK�JRLQJ�
through the process of renaming 
and rebranding a school whose 
students probably don’t care? 
,VQ¶W�EULQJLQJ�XS�WKH�SDVW�JRLQJ�
to further divide the students in 
the school?

Byrd middle school name change: against

Byrd middle school name change: for

Kaylynn Henley

Opinion editor

,Q� WKH�HDUO\�����¶V��6HQDWRU�
Harry F. Byrd explicitly promot-
ed the “Southern Manifesto,” 
which opposed racial integra-
tion in public places, and later 
a group of laws that prevented 
integration of schools in partic-

ular, which was also known as 
Massive Resistance. 

This included laws like the 
one that cut off state funds and 
even closed any public schools 
that chose to integrate. By the 
end of the 1950’s, a few daunt-
less black students integrated 
the schools that had been 
closed. Sadly, despite their ef-
forts, little to no additional black 
students in Virginia dared to 
attend integrated schools. 

%\UG� WRRN� WKH� OHDG� LQ� ¿HUFH�
efforts to deny African American 
children their right to an edu-
cation. 

His actions do not align with 

the values Byrd Middle School 
upholds, so why is the school 
named after someone like Harry 
F. Byrd?

Especially since now, 50 per-
cent of the students attending 
are people of color, and 20 per-
cent of those students are black. 
,V�WKDW�QRW�GLVUHVSHFWIXO"

The cost of fully implementing 
name changes was also brought 
up in opposition to towards the 
alteration. About $136,000 will 
be required altogether to remove 
the name from the school’s exte-
ULRU��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�IRRWEDOO�¿HOG�
scoreboard and internal murals 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFKRRO��,WHPV�VXFK�DV�

athletic uniforms and school ap-
parel are included in this price, 
yet will be phased out in the near 
future. While this may appear 
costly, it is worth it in the long run 
and is not any more expensive 
than various yearly expenses.

The middle school and school 
board received many calls 
and emails from parents and 
students throughout the years. 
The idea to change the school’s 
name would not have even 
been entertained had people not 
FDUHG�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
place. To some, going through 
DOO�WKH�WURXEOH�RI�RI¿FLDOO\�FKDQJ-
ing the name seems petty, yet 

this obviously matters greatly to 
those in the community. 

Common criticism includes 
the idea that renaming the 
school is rewriting history. Rid-
ding the school of its name is 
(surprise!) not actually rewriting 
any history books or altering 
curriculum. Such an argument is 
tired out at this point. Changing 
the name is not rejecting history, 
yet simply choosing not to honor 
negatively influential people 
from the past in our society any 
further.

History is not being erased. 
History is being reclaimed.
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Rearview

Would you Rather...
Be able to fly OR be invisible? Have no legs OR no arms?

Wear a snow suit in the desert 
OR bathing suit in Antarctica?

See the future OR change the past?Have good grades OR a social life?

Have a pause OR rewind button on your life?Have no wifi OR no phone for week?

Watch a movie OR read a book?Live in the country OR city?

Go to the mountains OR the beach?Be intelligent OR extremely good looking? 

Be poor with many friends 
OR rich with no friends?

50 students were polled and these were their responses

Page compiled by Sarah YorkPolls collected by Daniel Morris and Matt Kestner Photos courtesy Google Images
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