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Giving back to the community 
is something that Godwin stu-
dents have been doing for years.

However, so far this year, 
Godwin’s clubs and organiza-
tions have been giving back 
even more.

The organizations that have 
been striving to help include 
National Honor Society (NHS), 
BETA club, Key Club, Math Hon-
or Society (MHS), and Future 
Educators of America (FEA).

Godwin’s clubs and organi-
zations support  the surrounding 
community with service projects 
ranging from food to clothing.

NHS 
Throughout every school 

year, Godwin’s National Honor 
Society starts service and do-
nation projects for students to 
help the surrounding community.

Last year NHS improved the 
running trails behind the school, 
gathered small toiletry items for 
veterans, and worked with Stop 
Hunger Now by raising over 
$500 and helping to package 
the meals.

This year the first service 
project was held from Oct. 8 to 
Nov. 9.

NHS collected new and 
gently used books and CD’s as 
well as cards for Thanksgiving 
to be delivered to the Veteran’s 
Administration.

These items were given to 
veterans in the medical hospital 
in McGuire.

Not long after their first ser-
vice project ended, NHS started 
another.

From Nov. 16 through Dec. 
11, Godwin’s NHS has partnered 
with Highland Springs High 
School’s NHS for their second 
service project of the year, col-
lecting pajamas for underprivi-
leged children.

“The pajama drive is intended 
to benefit children who may not 
have what they need this holiday 
season,” said NHS treasurer 
Jackson Brunner.

NHS will continue to have 
service projects throughout the 
school year, and urges everyone 
to participate with donations.

BETA Club
As a community service club, 

BETA club is dedicated to raising 
awareness for ways to help out 
the community.

The annual can drive oc-
curred from Nov. 9 to Nov. 20.

A free breakfast is given to 
the first period class who collect-
ed the most cans on the Friday 
before winter break, Dec. 18.

This year, French teacher 
Mindy Guyer’s class alone col-
lected 463 cans to contribute to 
the can drive, which collected 
over 2,000 cans.

Key Club
Key Club is a community 

service organization that helps 
Godwin and its surrounding 
community in numerous ways.

“Key Club helps the com-
munity in various ways, from 
raising money for UNICEF and 
Eliminate Project to beautifying 
local elementary school’s land-
scapes,” said senior and Key 
Club secretary Michael Pittman.

From Nov. 12 until Nov. 20, 
Key Club gathered frozen and 
canned goods to make Thanks-
giving meals for families in need.

A few of these families hap-
pen to be Godwin families who 
were not able to afford a Thanks-
giving meal this year.

“I believe this project was 
chosen because it is some-
thing that affects some Godwin 
students, and therefore it is ex-
tremely important to us.

“It  is also a very tan-
gible way to do something 
that makes a huge impact for 
the families we are provid-
ing for,” said senior and Key 
Club member Zainab Babikir.                                           

MHS
The Math Honor Society, 

MHS, held the annual sale of 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts from 
Nov. 6 until Nov. 20.

It was $8 for a box of a dozen 
doughnuts, and those that are a 
part of the Math Honor Society 
were required to sell two boxes.

All the money raised went to 
the Godwin Family Fund to sup-
port students and their families 
in need.

Everyone who bought dough-
nuts received them on Nov. 
24 during their first period.        

FEA 
Parking wars is an annual 

project hosted by Future Edu-
cators of America, FEA, in order 
to raise money for the Godwin 
Family Fund.

“We think that it is really 
important to support all of our 
Eagles in any way we can,” said 

senior Blake Krongaard.
Teachers, SCA officers, and 

Senior Class Officers put their 
parking spots up for auction 
during the week of Nov. 16.

The student or students who 
bid the most on the parking 
spots they want were able to 
park in that teacher’s, SCA of-
ficer’s, or Senior Class Officer’s 
parking spot on Nov. 23 and 
Nov. 24.

Many of those who put their 
parking space up for auction 
offered an incentive to go along 
with their spot.

Psychology teacher Mark 
Seidenberg offered to take the 
student or students who won his 

space to class on a throne and 
serve them lunch.

Foods and Wellness teacher 
Sharon Womble offered one 
custard a week until the end of 
the school year.

Over $1,200 was raised to go 
into the Godwin Family Fund.

Altogether, Godwin’s clubs 
and organizations have helped 
numerous organizations and 
people in the surrounding com-
munity with various service 
projects.

These organizations and 
clubs will continue to sponsor 
service projects throughout the 
year, and they encourage all 
students to get involved.

GHS clubs give back to the community

MHS members sold doughnuts to other students, 
forwarding all profits to the Godwin Family Fund.

photo Nick Grossman

Key Club members donated several foods to make 
Thanksgiving meal for families in need.

photo Kevin Crockett

Virginia Duley
News editor
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Students participate in “Varsity Math” competition
Olivia Carey

Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Godwin is home to a myriad 

of varsity sports, from football to 
lacrosse. But there is one team 
that competes without touching 
WKH�¿HOG�RU�WKH�FRXUW��PDWK�PRG-
HOLQJ��8QRI¿FLDOO\� GXEEHG� ³9DU-
sity Math,” the math modeling 
club recently participated in the 
annual High School Modeling 
Competition in Mathematics or 
³+L0&0�´

Center director Todd Phillips 
describes math modeling as, 
³7KH� SURFHVV� RI� XVLQJ� PDWKH-
matical tools and techniques to 
both structure and communicate 
a possible solution to a multi-lay-
ered, large-scale problem.  In 
other words, the problems are 
very relevant in that they have 
direct applications to the world 
we live in, which makes them 
very complex issues often re-
quiring a mixture of mathemat-
LFDO�� VFLHQWL¿F�� DQG� HFRQRPLFDO�
skills in order to develop a viable 
solution.” 

Students work hard to pre-
pare themselves, meeting to 
practice for the competition from 
September to the competition in 

mid-November. HiMCM is inter-
national, so the window for each 
team to compete lasts from the 
beginning of November up until 
Thanksgiving. 

³7KLV�DOORZV�WKH�QHZ�VWXGHQWV�
(sophomores) to learn the pro-
cess and the veteran students to 
shake off the rust,” said Phillips. 
³7KH\�SUHVHQW�DQG�FULWLTXH�WKHLU�
work and progress to each other 
throughout the fall.  Math Mod-
eling requires a very integrated 
level of analytical thinking, and 
this must be done in a ‘team’ 
setting, so it is essential that 
we have some time to practice 
before the competition.”

It’s important for math mod-
eling competitors to be able to 
rely on their teammates; they 
spend almost two days togeth-
HU��IURP������DP�WR������SP�WKH�
next day. The only break from 
SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�FRPHV�DW������
SP�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�QLJKW�RI�WKH�FRP-
petition, but students are back 
DW������DP�VKDUS� WKH� IROORZLQJ�
morning.

³7KH� DWPRVSKHUH� UHDOO\� GH-
pends on what kind of people 
you have in your group, but ide-
ally you have one calm person 
who can keep things relaxed 

and maintain sanity, one person 
to focus on writing the paper, 
and then two people to drive the 
mathematics,” said senior Liam 
Spiers. 

After reviewing the ques-
tions online on the morning of 
WKH�¿UVW� GD\�� WHDPV�RI� IRXU�DUH�
sequestered in rooms all over 
the school. This year, Family 
and Consumer Science teacher 
Sharon Womble, Coordinator for 
Assessment and Remediation 
Christy Hudson, and various 
center teachers had teams of 
math modeling students occu-
pying their rooms. Librarians 
Brooke Davis and Darien Fish-
er-Duke, technology instructor 
(ULF�+RHÀHU��DQG�3K\VLFV�WHDFK-
er Michael Fetsko also allowed 
WKHLU� RI¿FHV� WR� EH� WHPSRUDULO\�
repurposed for math modeling. 

During the competition it’s im-
portant for teams to be working 
WRJHWKHU�HI¿FLHQWO\��

³7RZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VHF-
RQG�GD\��ZKHQ� WKH�PDWK� LV�¿Q-
ished and the paper just has to 
be written up and edited, it can 
get quite stressful truthfully. The 
key to avoiding the crunch to the 
GHDGOLQH�RI�����SP�RQ�WKH�VHF-
ond day is pacing yourself and 

making sure your group stays on 
track, something I was able to do 
this year due to my experience 
from last year in which we barely 
beat the time to turn our paper 
in,” said senior Liam Spiers.

It’s this kind of work ethic 
that won Godwin first place 

WKUHH�\HDUV�UXQQLQJ��IURP������
WR�������

Even though the results will 
not be released until late Janu-
ary, Phillips stated that he hopes 
³9DUVLW\�0DWK´�EULQJV�KRPH�DQ-
other win. 

Godwin spices up its lunch options 
Cassidy Vaughan

News editor
School lunches have become 

a hot topic across the nation as 
schools try to provide healthier 
and tastier options to students.

Godwin is now taking part 
in the effort to provide students 
with better food choices.  

Beginning in October, God-
win’s Nutrition Services started 
a new lunch line that serves 
different, more wholesome food 
options, deviating from the typi-
cal lunch menu.

 About every two weeks, a 
different type of food is served. 
So far, the cafeteria has served 
Asian, Italian, and Mexican 

dishes.  
Initially, the new lunch choic-

es started as an idea to boost 
profit. Now, Godwin’s school 
nutrition services is looking to 
GLVFRYHU�³ZKDW�ZLOO�VHOO�´�VDLG�WKH�
manager of Nutrition Services, 
Bernice Miles. 

Since implementing these 
QHZ�RSWLRQV��DERXW�����VWXGHQWV�
each day have been buying 
food from the new lunch line, 
DQG�DURXQG�����PRUH�VWXGHQWV�
have been buying lunch than 
previosly.

Their goal was an increase in 
sales, and the nutrition services 
staff was hoping to create variety 
in students’ lunch choices.

Senior Aliceson Blanchard 

VDLG��³,WDOLDQ�DQG�&KLQHVH�ZHUH�
the best and they [the nutrition 
staff] should keep trying new 
things.” 

The staff plans to keep the 
new lunch choices accessible 
throughout the school year, so 
long as supplies are available. 

³,I�WKH�NLGV�NHHS�HDWLQJ�LW��ZH�
are going to keep making it,” 
said Miles. 

photo Kevin Crockett

Asian food is one of the new options to buy at lunch.

photo courtesy Todd Phillips

2QH�RI�WKH�³9DUVLW\�0DWK´�WHDPV�LQ�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ���O�WR�
r) juniors Eric Zhang and Alex Sims, sophomore Daniel 
Wu, and senior Liam Spiers.
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Senior athletes commit to colleges
Ben Manspile

Front Editor
This fall, three seniors at 

Godwin committed to continue 
playing sports at the college 
level. 

Ben Ahrens will be playing 
soccer at the University of Mary 
Washington next year. Ahrens 
committed to play in Fredericks-
burg on October 22.

“I’m really looking forward to 
playing at Mary Washington. I’m 
really excited about my decision 
to attend UMW and having soc-
cer be a part of my college expe-
rience is just an added bonus,” 
said Ahrens, “Mary Washington 
has so much to offer me from 
both an academic and athletic 

standpoint.”
Ahrens has been playing soc-

cer for 10 years, since he was 
eight years old. He has played 
for a variety of teams including 
Godwin, U18 Richmond Strikers 
Academy and SOCA Elite.

“I was looking at a large va-
riety of colleges,” said Ahrens, 
“The Division I’s like JMU, Elon, 
Furman, Bryant, and American 
and my DIIIs were UMW, Roa-
noke, Lynchburg, and CNU.”

“Mary Washington was the 
best fit for me out of those 
schools,” said Ahrens, “I feel like 
I would have the best and most 
balanced experience there be-
tween academics and soccer.”

Bryn Gvozdas, who is a mem-

ber of the Godwin Swim Team, 
has committed to the College of 
William and Mary for swimming. 
She committed to the Tribe on 
October 26.

“William and Mary was a 
great choice for me because 
their swim program gets stron-
ger and stronger every year,” 
said Gvozdas, “I’m super excited 
to see how I will progress over 
the next four years.”

Gvozdas, who has been a 
NOVA swimmer for nine years, 
looked at a variety of different 
colleges before making her ulti-
mate decision.

“I looked at University of 
North Carolina Wilmington, 
Bucknell, and University of Con-

necticut,” said Gvozdas.
At Princeton University next 

IDOO�� *RGZLQ� SLWFKHU�RXW¿HOGHU�
Conor Nolan will be playing 
EDVHEDOO��1RODQ�XQRI¿FLDOO\�FRP-
mitted to be a Tiger on August 10 
this past summer.

“I feel very blessed that I have 
been given the opportunity to 
play DI baseball at such a great 
school,” said Nolan, “I’m really 
ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG� WR� ¿QLVKLQJ�P\�
Godwin career on a high note, 
and competing for an Ivy League 
title in the future.”

Nolan has been playing base-
ball for 15 years, since he was 
three years old. He has played 
for numerous teams, including 
Godwin, Legion Post 361, RBA 

West, and Evoshield Seminoles
Before committing to play in 

New Jersey next year, Nolan 
had some decisions to make.

“I had a few offers from 
LaSalle University, Hampden 
Sydney, Roanoke, Brown, VMI, 
Georgetown, and Catholic Uni-
versity,” said Nolan, “I chose 
Princeton because I get the 
opportunity to play Division 1 
baseball at the best school in 
the country.” 

Nolan hopes that playing at 
the collegiate level will propel 
him to the pros.

“As a former MLB player, 
Coach Bradley [Princeton Base-
ball Head Coach] can really help 
me try to get to the next level,” 
said Nolan.

See full winter sports previews at godwineagles.org
Senior Ben Ahrens (19), dribbles the ball 
during a Godwin match last spring.

Senior Bryn Gvozdas gets into position on the 
starting platform.

Senior Conor Nolan runs on the basepaths 
during a Godwin baseball game. 

           photo courtesy Ben Ahrens               photo courtesy Bryn Gvozdas                    photo courtesy Conor Nolan

     Photos courtesy Kevin Crockett    
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“Joy” 
“Point Break” (Remake) 

“Daddy’s Home”
“Concussion”

(MOVIES)

Winter Break starts 
at 3:55

“Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens”

“Miracle of Christmas” 
at the Richmond Zoo 

21st-23rd

Auschwitz Exhibit 
Virginia Holocaust 

Museum 
(exhibit closes 

December 30)

The Richmond Ballet 
presents 

“The Nutcracker” 
(Dec. 11 - Dec. 23)

“Drifty and the 
Chocolate Factory”

Star Wars themed 
geocaching at the 

Powhatan Public Library
(Bring a book to donate)

“Dark Star Orchestra” 
live at the National

(Grateful Dead 
cover band)

Presbyterian Blue 
Horse VS Richmond 

Spiders basketball 
(Home)

Grab marshmallows and some 
friends and keep warm around a 

bonfire. 

All break long West Broad Village 
and RVA On Ice will be open for ice 

skating.

Bundle up and head on up to 
Wintergreen Resort. It makes for a 
great day trip or week trip to fufill 
all your skiing, snowboarding, and 

snow-tubing needs and so much 
more.   

New Year’s 
Eve!!

Many Exhibits will be 
displayed at the Virginia 

Historical 
Society, such as  

“The Story of Virginia”

“Dressing Downton” 
Downton Abbey 

costume exhibited
 present by the Virginia 

Historical Society

“Forever Plaid” the most 
popular quartet in Mill’s 

history will be performing 
at Swift Creek Mill 

Theatre

Dominion Garden Fest 
of Lights at Lewis Ginter 
(purchase tickets at door 

or online) 

“The Fourth Wall” 
(a contemporary 

comedy play at the 
Firehouse

 Theatre for $10)

Winter Break Bucket List!

Tag us in pictures of your 
break fun and follow us 

@eagleseyriecenter

1
Make Sure You’ve 
saved time for the 
Tacky Lights Tour

Page Compiled By: Jordan Payne & Margaretta Sackor 
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Trent Holt

Staff Writer

*RGZLQ�UDS�JURXS�KROGV�¿UVW�FRQFHUW
By now many Godwin stu-

dents are familiar with the name 
“The Cartier”. Senior Carter 
Ward has made a name for 
himself in the local music scene 
at Godwin and is making great 
strides to become even bigger. 
Ward and his collection of other 
musical acquaintances put on a 
free show this past Halloween.

Fordson Labs was the show’s 
name and it took place on 
Fordson Road in Ward’s back-
yard.             

“Carter and Coleman (Free-
man student) just kind of thought 
about having a concert some-
time in September, and I was 
kind of just like why not,” said se-
nior group member Tony Laula. 

“The name comes from Car-
ter living on Fordson Road and 
the labs part is because his 

house is where we usually re-
cord and produce our beats so 
it’s like the lab in a way.”

Fans were first informed 
about the show through Ward’s 
Twitter page and were asked to 
RSVP through a Google survey. 

“We started to meet up 
throughout the week and week-
ends to plan the show, we just 
started writing down ideas, 
props we needed, the shows 
set list, and it just sort of fell into 
place,” said Laula.

After the Google survey link 
was posted on Twitter, Ward and 
his friends were overwhelmed 
with how many fans had decided 
to attend the event. They knew 
that if they were going through 
with this that they would need 
legal help to not get a noise 
complaint or worse. 

For a show to happen without 
any legal problems they needed 

WR�¿OO�RXW�DQG�VXEPLW�D�FRPSOLFDW-
ed request form to an agency to 
receive a set of random police 
RI¿FHUV�WR�KHOS�RXW�IRU�D�FHUWDLQ�
amount of money. 

“In my opinion everything 
went perfectly. To the average 
person the idea of hosting a 
concert with over 400 teenag-
ers in one’s backyard is absurd. 
Fordson Labs is a magical place 
and the concert was executed to 
perfection, because at The Lab 
the impossible is plausible,” said 
senior rapper Ray Long. 

The show consisted of The 
Cartier (Ward), King Cole (Cole-
man Greene), Ray Ray (Long), 
senior Tyler Ventura, and Laula. 

“I saw people from Freeman, 
Deep Run, Godwin, and heard 
there were people form Atlee 
and Goochland. At one point I’m 
pretty sure there were over 450 
people, it was crazy,” said Laula. 

“We performed 18 songs in total 
and replayed ‘Sway’.”

At the end of the show do-
nations were accepted to help 
pay for the cost of the show and 
other expenses. 

“We were very surprised by 
the number of people that came 
out. When we thought of having 
a concert we were hoping to get 
maybe 50 people. Having 450 
plus was amazing. It went very 
smoothly. We couldn’t really ask 
for much better. My dad was 
very impressed with the respect 
everyone showed our house,” 
said Ward. 

After the show fans were able 
to purchase a Fordson Lab shirt 
from a link on Ward’s Twitter 
page. 

“And yes, we are currently 
looking at small venues around 
Richmond to put on another 
show soon,” said Ward. 

Ceara Nolan

Staff Writer

(DJOHV� H[SHULHQFH� WKH� FDPSDLJQ� WUDLO
When the Virginia General 

Assembly convenes on Jan. 13, 
Godwin junior Dwyer Dunna-
vant will be supporting her new 
favorite senator, mom Siobhan 
Dunnavant. 

Senior Lexi Barshinger will 
be in a similar position, cheering 
on her mother Heidi Barshinger, 
who was recently elected Henri-
co County Court Clerk. 

Although the two students 
are ecstatic about their moth-
ers’ jobs, their election to public 
RI¿FH� KDV� GUDVWLFDOO\� DIIHFWHG�
them both.

Both realized that helping a 
family member with campaign-
LQJ�UHTXLUHV�VDFUL¿FHV��

Barshinger, for example, quit 
her fall and spring soccer team 
to help her mother’s eight month 
campaign process. 

“My entire family had to work 
together every weekend,” she 
said.  

Dwyer Dunnavant learned 
that running an effective cam-
paign doesn’t happen overnight. 

 “It made me see how much 
time is put into running cam-
SDLJQV� DQG� KRZ� GLI¿FXOW� LW� LV�´�
said Dunnavant. 

The tensest time for the two 
was before the election when 
they were unsure whether their 
hard work would pay off. 

“We had no idea how it 
was going to turn out,” said 
Barshinger.  

“We worked the hardest that 
we could, but it was still impossi-
ble to know how we matched up 
with the other candidate.”

Dunnavant seemed most 
anxious about the public percep-
tion of her mother. 

“I didn’t really have any con-
cerns except for rumors spread-
ing about my mom and family,” 
she said. 

But now that the process is 
over, Dunnavant and Barshinger 
can both look back and say it 
was worth all of the stress, en-
ergy, and time spent.

“I am grateful for this experi-
ence. It was something my fam-
ily will always remember and it 
GH¿QLWHO\�LQYROYHG�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�
that I can use in life too, such as 

communicating with all different 
types of people with all different 
backgrounds,” said Barshinger. 

The campaign even made 
them see a different side of the 
harsh political life. 

While most people are ex-
tremely critical of the 2016 pres-
idential candidates, Barshinger 
and Dunnavant are judging them 
now with a different perspective. 

“It honestly has changed my 
opinion of the candidates,” said 
Barshinger. “My mom ran for a 
fairly small position especially 
compared to the nation’s presi-
dent, but even then you have a 
lot of people against you. I can’t 
imagine what the presidential 
candidates have to go through 
with this election.” 

Josh Rabinowitz

Staff Writer

6WXGHQW� SURILWV� RII� ORYH� IRU� YLGHR� JDPHV
One Godwin Student found 

a needle in the haystack, while 
playing one of his video games.  
Junior William Albiston found 
and sold a rare sniper skin in 
a game called Counter Strike: 
Global Offensive, or CS: GO as 
most of its players call it. 

CS: GO is a multiplayer 
first-person-shooter. It allows 
players to play against each 
other with objectives and differ-
ent skins for the characters and 
the guns. 

While the game doesn’t allow 
players to sell skins through 
the game itself, Albiston used 
a third-party website called 
opskins.com. Each skin comes 
LQ�RQH�RI�¿YH�FRQGLWLRQV��ZKLFK�

determines how valuable it is. 
The site uses its own currency, 
relative to U.S. currency and 
can leave a person with a large 
amount of money.

The skin Albiston found was 
known as “Dragonlore” in the 
second best condition for the 
VQLSHU�ULÀH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�³$:3´�

 Placing it on the website for a 
price of $1045, or 104500 of the 
site’s currency, Albiston found 
a buyer who took it for $950, or 
95000 in the site’s currency. Al-
though the site took a cut of the 
money, Albiston still came out a 
winner in the end.

“I felt really lucky that I found 
this rare drop that helped me 
make so much money,” said 
Albiston.

The system coded into the 

game is a random system, one 
that gives out drops based on 
how well the player does in 
the game. Some players might 
not even get a penny from the 
matches. Even then, it’s rare to 
get this skin, which really only 
changes the visual of the gun.

“It was probably less than 1 
percent chance of me getting it 
in a random drop,” Albiston said. 
“I couldn’t believe I found it and 
it was probably the best experi-
ence I could ask for.”

Fordson Labs performing 
their live show on 
Halloween night in front of 
their fans. 

photo courtesy Lexi Barshinger

photo courtesy Instagram

photo courtesy Instagram

photo courtesy Google

Top: senior Lexi 
Barshinger and her mom, 
newly elected County 
Clerk of Court.
Bottom: junior Dwyer 
Dunnavant and her mom, 
newly elected Senator.

Go to godwineagles.org for 
other stories

Follow the Eagles’ Eyrie on 
Twitter:

@GHS_EaglesEyrie

With only a one percent chance, Albiston recovered a rare 
sniper skin in the video game CS:GO which he sold for 
$950 in U.S. currency.
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For decades, immigrants 
from around the world have 
come to America in hopes of a 
better life, but what if that ‘hope’ 
was snatched away? Today, 
one of the biggest arguments is 
whether children of illegal immi-
grants should be offered a public 
education. 

“When they are looking for 
votes we don’t look undocu-
mented to them,” said one illegal 
immigrant when Arizona passed 
their immigration laws in 2010. 
The laws made it a state crime 
for anyone to be illegally in the 
country. 

In 1975, Texas’ legislature al-
lowed for their school districts to 
deny education for foreign born 
students who weren’t legally 
admitted into the United States. 
This policy goes against the 14th 
amendment of the Constitution, 
which states that “No state shall 
deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws.” It was found in court 
that schools could not hold the 

children accountable for the 
actions of their parents.

In the 1982 Supreme Court 
case of Plyler v. Doe, the Su-
preme Court ruled that states 
cannot constitutionally deny 
students a free public education 
on account of their immigration 
status. 

Since this decision, some 
VWDWHV� KDYH� SDVVHG� XQRI¿FLDO�
policies to get around the Plyler 
decision. In 1994, California 
enacted Proposition 187 which 
prohibited elementary and sec-
ondary schools from admitting 
students who were found to 
be illegal and also notifying the 
federal immigration authorities.    

In 2006, the Elmwood Park 
school district in Illinois denied 
enrollment to a student who 
had overstayed the tourist visa. 
Recently, in 2011, Alabama 
required school administrators 
to determine immigration status 
of newly enrolling students and 
report back to the Board of Ed-
ucation. 

Parents must present on 
behalf of their children a birth 
certificate, a street address, 
school entrance health form, 
immunizations, a social security 
number, and an expulsion state-
ment in order to receive a public 
education here in Virginia.  Stu-
dents in foster care or those who 
are homeless must be admitted.

Though the Constitution 
states that immigration status 

should not prevent a student 
from receiving a public educa-
tion, why do schools still require 
proof of them being legal? These 
are the same guidelines stated 
in the Henrico County Public 
Schools Policies and Regula-
tions Handbook.

Nationally, the estimated 
cost to send one child through 
public school is $12,401 and 
every year the price rises. Tax 
payers do not want to have 
to pay extra taxes for children 
who, by no fault of their own, are 
here illegally. With this in mind, 
why blame a child for a parent’s 
actions?

In 2009, Virginia’s illegal-alien 
population consisted of about 
295,000 persons. Of that pop-
ulation, 95,000 were children, 
and about 70,000 of those 
children were in Special English 
instruction classes, which cost 
more. Taxpayers were paying 
about $1.56 billion a year for the 
education of illegal immigrant 
children. Some people believe 
that children of illegal immigrants 
should be allowed an education 
as long as their parents pay 
taxes. 

Regardless, The United 
6WDWHV�HFRQRP\�EHQH¿WV�KLJKO\�
from illegal immigrants, espe-
cially in agriculture. The United 
States Department of Agriculture 
says that about half (2.5 million 
or 53%) of the hired workers in 
WKH�DJULFXOWXUH�¿HOG�DUH�XQDXWKR-

rized and most are from Mexico. 
By deporting illegal immigrants 
from America, the gross rate 
drops about $250 billion per 
year. 

Despite this, it is a moral 
matter. Children being forced to 
ÀHH� KHUH�PRVW� RI� WKH� WLPH� DUH�
doing so because of violence 
DQG�DEXVH��7KH\�DUH�ÀHHLQJ�EH-
cause their government refuses 
to aid them. Often, this results in 
years of trauma, post dramatic 
stress disorder, anxiety, and 
depression. 

Additionally, after successful-
ly making it to the United States, 
most immigrants end up going 
through discrimination, racial 
SUR¿OLQJ��H[SRVXUH�WR�JDQJV��DQG�
immigration raids in their com-
munities. Furthermore, they’re 
being forcibly taken or separated 
from their families, placed in 
detention camps or the child 
welfare system, and even the 
worst – deported, all as a result 
of our negative societal views of 
immigrants. 

Children born to illegal immi-
grants in the United States still 
experience discrimination in Tex-
as. The 14th Amendment of the 
Constitution clearly states that 
any person born in the United 
States is automatically a citizen 
but that right is denied in Texas. 

Back in October, a federal 
judge allowed Texas to deny 
ELUWK�FHUWL¿FDWHV� WR� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
of illegal immigrants. Texas also 

Public education for illegal alien youth?

Margaretta Sackor
Center spread editor

refuses to acknowledge or even 
distribute the “matricula consul-
ar”, an ID for illegal immigrants, 
ZKLFK�7H[DV�RI¿FLDOV�VD\�FDQ�EH�
easily faked and are unreliable. 

The United States appre-
hends more than 50,000 chil-
dren trying to illegally cross the 
border each year and fewer 
than 2,000 are sent back to 
their native countries. Though 
fewer than 2,000 were sent 
back, eventually, the remaining 
children will be deported.

People illegally crossing the 
boarder sometimes think that 
it’s a one way ticket into America 
but it isn’t. Illegal immigrants are 
still being sent back to countries 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�YLROHQFH�DQG�SRYHUW\�

“It’s important for viewers or 
those consumers of information 
in Central America to understand 
that showing up at the border 
illegally is not a ticket in,” said 
White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest. 

From a moral standpoint, al-
lowing illegal immigrant children 
their right to a public education 
is essential. 

For other articles visit 
godwineagles.org
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