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After three years of hard work
in a variety of areas at Godwin,
Liam Spiers has been named
the 2015-2016 Most Valuable
Eagle.
Since 1988 Godwin has chosen one senior from a pool of
select nominees each year to be
named as the MVE.
Seniors nominate members
of their class they believe have
put their absolute best into the
school during their years at
Godwin, whether it be through
sports, academics, or activities.
After nominations from the
seniors, the number of votes
for each senior is tallied and
narrowed down to the top five
candidates.
From that point, teachers and
staff go through their own round
of voting to elect the MVE from
the chosen five.
The MVE reflects Godwin’s
ideals through the caliber of
character, strength as a leader,
compassion towards peers,
and the energy put into work.
Each senior to receive the honor
embodies all of these qualities.
The five finalists this year
include Abby Bostian, Sarah
Chester, Jessie Crockett, Stephen Tivenan, and Spiers.
Spiers follows in the footsteps
of past recipients, the most
recent of which was 2014-2015
MVE Maria Gergoudis, now a
student at George Washington
University.
The depth of Spiers involvement in the school mirrors

Gergoudis’, and like every MVE
to walk Godwin’s halls, Spiers
uses his individual talents and
interests to benefit the school.
“He’s very well-rounded, from
being academic in the Math and
Science Center, to his music,”
said mother Janet Spiers.
Spiers is a section leader in
marching band, lead tenor in
jazz band, plays bassoon in wind
ensemble, and “was instrumental in beginning the saxophone
quartet” according to band director Leon Auman. Spiers also
attends the Math and Science
Center, and is ranked 12th in the
Senior Class.
“Liam is wonderful about being a good friend to everyone.
He is accepting, genuine, and
truly cares about other students.
He is the type of young man that
would never let a student sit by
themselves in the lunch room,”
said Math and Science Center
Director Todd Phillips. According
to Phillips, Spiers can be counted on because he is trustworthy,
reliable, and mature.
“Liam possesses a sterling
character, an unflagging enthusiasm for learning, and an absolutely generous, sweet spirit.
He builds a sense of community
and happiness in a classroom.
I would be so very pleased to
see Liam named the MVE - not
merely because he is deserving
but more specifically because
he elevates the intended meaning of that award,” said English
teacher Luanne Lyons.
This caliber of character and
willingness to help out is evident

Sarah Chester

Jessie Crockett
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Liam Spiers is the 2015-16 Most Valuable Eagle
in some of the extracurriculars
Spiers invests himself in.
“Liam’s very caring. He’s in
Circle of Friends and Peer Helpers,” said Janet Spiers.
Spiers is interesting in studying sports medicine at University
of Virginia. According to Liam’s
mother, sports medicine is
something he has been interested in since he was a little
boy because of his drive to help
others.
“Liam is first class in everything he does inside and outside
of the classroom. He cares
about his work, school, and

classmates. He is truly happy
when his classmates succeed
and encourages everyone to do
their best,” said English teacher
Mary Mordica.
About Liam, his parents said,
“We’re very proud of Liam, not
only because of his academic
and musical accomplishments
over the years, but also for the
kind hearted and loving person
he is. Liam always has a smile
on his face, and he’s the first
person to cheer someone else
up. We’re truly blessed to call
Liam our son, and we love him
very much.”

Stephen Tivenan

Abby Bostian

Most Valuable Eagle 2015 Nominees

Table of Contents
News....................2
Center..................4
Features...............6
Sports..................7

photos courtesy Strawbridge

NEWS

PAGE 2

2 OCT. 2015

Godwin’s center will change its name
Chase Binns
Associate Editor-in-Chief

Recently it has been revealed
that the Godwin Center for Science, Mathematics, and Technology will take on a new look.
The name will be changed to
the Center for Medical Sciences
upon approval from the School
Board.
Last year, Principal Beth
Armbruster, Assistant Principal
Leigh Dunavant, and Director of
the Center Todd Phillips began
evaluating why students came
to the Godwin Center. There
are Centers for Technology
and Engineering in Henrico,
but Godwin covered a little bit
of both. Changing the center’s
name provides a better understanding of what the Godwin
Center represents.
“The end result was to rebrand our center to better restudents for and to give future
students more clarity when trying to choose which of the three

STEM Centers they would like to
attend,” said Phillips.
Last spring HCPS sent out a
survey to middle school parents
asking what center needed to be
added in Henrico, and there was
a strong demand for a Health
Sciences Center.
“Fortunately for us, we had
they had just found out existed,”
said Phillips.
On top of the survey results,
the VCU School of Medicine had
contacted HCPS searching for a
partnership program that would
help prepare high school students to enter medical programs
in college.
With the facilities and curriculum in place at Godwin, it was
evident that if there were to be
a Health Sciences Center, it
should be here.
In the near future, the types of
classes offered at Godwin’s center will not drastically change,

of the center classes Science
Investigations I and Math Investigations II will become Medical
Science I and Medical Mathematics II respectively.
However, by the 2017-2018
school year, two new elective
courses will be offered to center
students.
Those who are currently a
part of the center are undergoing
a transition period.
“Students who came to prepare to major in more traditional
Engineering, Mathematics, or
Physics will still have that opportunity,” said Phillips.
Even after the name change
these opportunities will continue
to exist at Godwin.
Senior center student,
Charles Reiter, sees many positives with the name change.
“The new electives apply
more to the interests of the
majority of the students in the
center, and the partnership with
VCU is going bring in a lot more
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Center teacher Samantha Cope teaching students in her
Genetics class.
students looking to do guaranteed medical programs,” said
Reiter.
Godwin is adapting to the
interests of its students, and that
is what the best high schools do,
according to Phillips.

“For Godwin to remain as the
premier high school in Henrico
County, we must always have
drive our own change and improvement,” said Phillips.

The meaning behind Eagle P.R.I.D.E.
Ceara Nolan
Staff writer

Pride has always been an
important part of Mills E. Godwin
High School, but starting this
year, pride has a new meaning.
Personal responsibility, integrity, dedication, and excellence
combine to form Godwin’s
theme for this year; the acronym
P.R.I.D.E.
Although P.R.I.D.E is new
to Godwin, the creator of the
slogan, senior Kate Harden,
has been working on it since
last winter.
In February of last year,
Harden and her fellow student
congress members reached out
to administrators with the hope
of creating an honor council that
cally by reducing its number of

out-of-school suspensions.
the student congress sought other ways to accomplish its goals.
Principal Elizabeth Armbruster approached Harden with the
idea of establishing a P.R.I.D.E
team.
Harden said, “It is still an
ongoing process… but we are
expecting 15 to 20 people yet to
be decided.”
The team “would work with
administration and students to
try and lower out of school suspensions,” said Harden.
From that point on, P.R.I.D.E
evolved into the slogan we see
on red and white signs in every
Godwin classroom.
“I’m hoping it will inspire students to work hard and lower the

out of school suspensions as
well as to promote them to excel
at what they do and take pride in
who they are,” said Harden.
Student and faculty’s reactions to the poster have been
overwhelmingly positive so far.
Sophomore Katie Gilbert
said, “I think P.R.I.D.E will make
a really big difference here at
Godwin high school because it
higher.”
“I think it will make people
stop and think about their personal reactions and actions to
everyday situations,” said teacher Julie Richardson.
The school year has only just
begun, and it is hard to see if
P.R.I.D.E will be successful, but
Kate Harden’s optimism about
the project gives hope.
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One of the Eagle P.R.I.D.E. posters located around the
school.
Harden said, “To know that I
have the support I do to try and
make this happen really took my
breath away. I am so happy that

everything is coming together
and working out. The school
is really going to use this. It’s
unbelievable.”
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Goodness, greatness, and Tyler Wentz
Chip Carter
Newspaper advisor

Commentary
Do you want to be good, or do
you want to be great?
The question is not meant
unspoken message is that with
more work, more focus, more
something we can reach a rare
level of achievement and garner

the accompanying rewards for
greatness.
For Godwin students, Thomas Edison’s idea about genius
being more perspiration than
inspiration might apply--study
commit, sleep less……
But how about this question?
Would we rather possess greatness or goodness?
If the question changes just
slightly, maybe we can examine
our lives more deeply.
Greatness can be inspirational, bringing important advancement in science or medicine for

instance. But we also can be
blinded by it. As a society, we
often grant excessive focus to
those who are thought to be
great- great at sports, great at
acting or singing, great at getting
rich, and sometimes just great
at being famous without doing
Even further, we must acknowledge that those who
achieve greatness sometimes
do it at the expense of goodness.
But we should never let simple goodness be overshadowed.
The recent loss of Godwin
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On Sept. 16 a student initiated candle light vigil
was held at the Godwin stadium.

junior Tyler Wentz a few weeks
ago reminded me of this.
Tyler was a member of my
freshman English class two
years ago. I will not remember his greatness in class- his
writing, his great insight into
particular pieces of literature, or
his great command of grammar.
What I, like many of his
teachers, will remember is his
simple goodness- his gentle and
kind nature, his good manners,
his willingness to work hard at
things that were not easy for
him. His goodness.
Many of you never knew him,

but Tyler’s friends would have
you know that they will remember him as always thinking of
others, and as someone who
never even considered being
mean to another. He was the
kind of person who made this a
better place.
In other words, they will remember his goodness. It was his
gift to them and to us all.
Maybe being inspired by
someone’s goodness is really
something to remember.
And just maybe our own
goodness can be our thanks
back to our friend.

photo courtesy caringbridge.org

Wentz at the beach with his ever present
backwards baseball cap.
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A service was held for Wentz at Tuckahoe
Little League on Sept. 19.

Visit godwineagles.org for more information about Tyler Wentz

Upcoming concerts at the National
Rachel Panak
Features editor
The Front Bottoms:
- Genre: Indie rock, folk
punk
- Date: Oct. 25
- Ticket price: $12
- Supporting acts/artists:
The Smith Street Band, Elvis
Depressedly
Chance the Rapper:
- Genre: Hip Hop

Chance the Rapper Oct. 29

- Date: Oct. 29
-Ticket price: $35 in advance,
$40 at the door
- Supporting acts/artists:
D.R.A.M, Towkio, Metro Boomin
Young Thug:
- Genre: Hip hop
- Date: Oct. 31
- Ticket price: $28 in advance,
$33 at the door
- Supporting acts/artists: a
special guest

Young Thug Oct. 31

STS9 (Sound Tribe Sector
9):
- Genre: Livetronica, also
known as jamtronica, is a style
of music that blends electronica
with band elements.
- Date: Nov. 8
- Ticket price: $29.50 in advance, $33 at the door advance,
$33 at the door

Twenty One Pilots Dec. 2

Twenty One Pilots:
- Genre: alternative hip hop,
electropop, indie pop
- Date: Dec. 2
- Ticket price: $40 in advance,
$42.50 at the door (sold out)
- Supporting acts/artists: The
Struts, PVRIS

- Ticket price: $35 in advance,
$40 at the door (sold out)
- Supporting acts/artists: New
Politics

Panic! at the Disco:
- Genre: Pop rock, alternative
rock
- Date: Dec. 4

Third Eye Blind:
- Genre: Alternative rock,
pop rock
- Date: Dec. 11
- Ticket price: $22.50 in advance, $27.50 at the door
- Supporting acts/artists:
none

Panic! at the Disco Dec. 4

STS9 Dec. 4
photos courtesy The National
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Exchange of Culture
Godwin students return a visit to Germany

Former Godwin senior Zach Dalton at the town
square in Homburg

(Left to right) Seniors Mia Slack, Lexi Barshinger,
former senior Will York along with German student Mortz
Brocherr, Heidi Barshinger, and senior Katja Wisch at the
Germany - France border at Bliesbruck-Reinheim

Senior Lexi Barshinger and
German instructor Kristen
Macklin at Speyer Cathedral

(Left to right) German instructor Kristen Macklin, senior Taryn
Linger, former seniors Jacob Smith, Will York and
German student Felix
Hoebler in Heidelberg

Senior Taryn Linger in
front of the Eiffel Tower
in Paris
(Left to right) Juniors Beth Ann Mordica and Josheph
Baskette, seniors Katja Wisch, former seniors Zach
Dalton, John Baugh, and Dane Aggen along with
German students Julian Wisser and Sandra Moewius
at the Hotel de Ville in Paris

Godwin and German students with Kristen Macklin and parent chaperones at Notre
Dame in Paris

(Left to right) Junior Joseph Baskette, German instructor Kristen
Macklin, and German student
Tim Bauer in front of the Eiffel
Tower in Paris
(Left to right) Former seniors
Will York and
Jacob Smith at a Titanic Exhibit
in Speyer

Senior Taryn Linger canoeing in
the Blies River in Germany

page compiled by Margaretta Sackor and
Jordan Payne
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From law enforcement to counseling students
Virginia Duley
News editor
Each school year brings new
faculty to Godwin, and this year
the Godwin community gained
12 new faculty members, including the new Director of School
Counseling, Meredith Holder.
Prior to Godwin and school
counseling, Holder served as a
Virginia State Trooper from 1993
to 1996.
After college, she became
interested in becoming a State
Trooper from a friend who had
applied, and as Holder went
through the long application
process, she became more
intrigued.
“In order to apply and become
a State Trooper, an applicant
must be at least 21 years old
and have a high school diploma,”
said Holder.
There are three stages that
occur throughout the application process: academic tests,
physical tests, and psychological
tests.
The academic test evaluates
an applicant’s knowledge with
grammar, history, and other
subjects.
The physical tests include

an actual physical examination with blood work and also
public speaking about how the
applicant will handle different
situations.
The psychological tests include a polygraph, reactions to
certain situations, a background
check with criminal history, and
interviews with the applicant’s
family and friends.
“After each stage applicants
will either continue with the
application process or their
application will be terminated,”
said Holder.
With all of the testing the
entire process takes about one
year to complete.
Holder spent roughly three
years as a Virginia State Trooper, but working accidents and
writing speeding tickets was not
helping people as much as she
wanted to.
After leaving the State Troopers in 1996, she worked for the
Marine Corps as a civilian employee with human resources.
During her time working for
the Marines, Holder completed
her master’s degree in counseling, and is now in her 15th year
as a school counselor.

This year Holder is looking
forward to learning more about
Godwin and meeting more students.
Holder enjoys working with
high school students because of
the changes in their responsibilities and freedom through their
last days in high school.
“Everyone is so friendly. The
kids are so polite and welcoming,” said Holder on the Godwin
community.
Although Holder wants students to maintain focus on their
academics, she wants students
to know that the social aspects
of high school, like sports and
clubs, are important too.
“Taking time to do the things
you enjoy makes you who you
are,” said Holder.
Her previous school counseling experience includes two
years in North Carolina, three
years in South Carolina, two
years in Hanover County, and
seven years at Varina High
School.
Holder emphasizes that the
only for guidance academically,
but also for helping anyone who
needs it.

“Being a school counselor
used to be a duty for teachers,”
said Holder, “like how teachers
here at Godwin have ‘hall duty.’”
She wants students to know
that all of Godwin’s school
counselors are licensed, follow
a national set of standards, and
have programs that address
everything.
“School counselors are not
just here to help students with
scheduling,” said Holder. “We
are here if students just want
to talk.”
photo courtesy Meredith Holder
Throughout the year, Holder
hopes that students will use Holder in front of her state
the new school counseling alert trooper patrol car.
system, Remind 101, in order
to receive all school counseling
updates throughout the school
year.
This alert system will be helpful to seniors who need updates
about scholarships and colleges
visiting the school.
“To seniors, stay organized,
keep track of all deadlines, ask
questions about any information,
and do not be too hard and put
too much pressure on yourself
photo courtesy Meredith Holder
during your last year,” said
Holder wearing her state
Holder.

trooper uniform

Student goes on summer mission trip to Haiti
Matthew Fennewald
Staff writer
This past summer, senior
Peyton Lynch traveled to Haiti on
a mission trip with Saint Bridget
Church.
For several years, Saint
Bridget has been supporting
a church, two schools, and a
health clinic in Haiti. In May
of 2014, Lynch joined the Haiti
Committee at Saint Bridget
because she was interested

in connecting the youth at her
church to the youth in Haiti.
“After months and months
of planning, my dream became
teens and two adults traveled to
Hinche, Haiti,” said Lynch.
When Lynch arrived in Haiti,
she was surprised by how different it is compared to the United
States.
“Very few of their roads are
paved, almost no one has air

conditioning, and the electricity
is monitored by the government
and shuts off at certain times,”
said Lynch.
According to Lynch, the Haitian people are very welcoming.
“They wanted to help us climb
the steps and talk to us,” said
Lynch referring to when she
visited a local sightseeing spot
in Haiti.
The children were fascinated
by Lynch because she had a

different appearance than the
Haitians.
“Being the only white people
there, we have different hair, different skin, different everything
compared to them,” said Lynch.
“A girl at the school absolutely
loved feeling our hair because it
is so different from hers.”
Lynch also noticed how fond
of photos the Haitian kids were.
There are not as many mirrors
in Haiti compared to America,

so many of the kids were able to
Lynch’s most memorable
experience was her trip to the
orphanage.
“The kids were so thankful
to see and play with us, despite
the fact there was a language
barrier. At one point, I had
three or four kids in my arms,”
said Lynch. “It was absolutely
amazing.”

photo courtesy Peyton Lynch

Peyton Lynch holding a young girl in a Haitian school

Go to godwineagles.org for
more stories
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Godwin athletes commit to play in college
Kevin Richeson
Sports editor
In the last few months, two
Godwin students have committed to play a sport in college.
In May, senior Mackenzie
Brewer, an outside hitter for the
Godwin Girls Volleyball team
committed to Mary Washington.
Even more recently, junior
the Godwin Girls Soccer team
committed to Old Dominion
University.
Both students have been
starters for their respective
teams at Godwin, have received
accolades for their athletic
performance, and are looking
forward to taking the next step
in their athletic careers.
Morgan Hall began to play
soccer when she was around
three years old and has known
from a young age that she wanted to continue to participate in
the sport at a high level. However, she was not sure whether
she would be able to pursue her
dream of playing in college.
how to get myself to go there,”
said Hall.
Hall practices three times a
week, has a couple games every

weekend, and plays in a tournament about once a month. This
schedule has allowed Hall to
improve to the point where she
received accolades for her high
level of performance for Godwin.
“Morgan is a talented midupside. She is athletic and
skillful and as she matures she
will bring more of a physical
presence into her game.
“She is a passionate soccer
player who will continue to grow
and get better because she
knows how to work hard and she
is committed to the work it needs
to be great,” said Godwin Girls
Soccer coach Ali Toole.
In her freshman year, Hall
was named second team all-conference for Conference 11. In the
2015 season, Hall was named to
accomplishments led to several
colleges expressing interest in
offering Hall an athletic scholarship, including East Carolina,
VCU, and JMU.
For the past year, Old Dominion has been at the top of her list
in terms of the school which she
most desired to play for in college. Her interest in this school
stemmed from the location near
the beach and the fact that her
older sister attends the school.

After she visited the campus
and met the coaches at ODU,
Hall was certain that this was
the school for which she would
like to play.
“I was talking to a couple other schools, but my relationship
with the Old Dominion coaches
was much more serious,” said
Hall.
On Sept. 2nd, Hall verbally
committed to play for Old Dominion when she begins college in
the fall of 2017.
“Morgan is a dangerous
offensive player who will give
ODU more goal scoring opportunities,” said Toole.
Mackenzie Brewer began
playing volleyball at the beginning of middle school. Since
she has attended Godwin, she
has played every season for the
team, as well as playing travel
volleyball throughout every year.
When Brewer was younger,
she dreamt of being a student-athlete in college, but as
she got older she began to want
to attend college as a normal
student.
“When I visited Mary Washington, I fell in love and I knew it
was where I wanted to go. It was
a lot of thought, but I decided to
play,” said Brewer.
Brewer has worked hard

photo courtesy Mackenzie Brewer

Senior Mackenzie Brewer stands on the court during a Godwin volleyball
match.

photo courtesy Morgan Hall

Junior Morgan Hall (right) leaps past an opposing player during a Godwin
soccer match.

throughout her high school career to earn the opportunity to
play volleyball in college.
“Mackenzie is one of the best
volleyball players I have ever
coached during my time here at
Godwin. She started her varsity
career as a freshman the same
year I took over the program in
important part to our transition
to greatness, together we saw
the program turn around and
grow into the elite team it is today. Her knowledge of the game
and competitiveness has been a
huge part of our success.
“And I know UMW will greatly
to the table next season. I am
very proud in what she has
become and what she means
to me and our program here at
Godwin,” said Godwin Girls VolIn the summer, Brewer practices with the team Monday
through Saturday and lifts twice
a week. The team also has twoa-day practices (two practices
in the same day) Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays.
During the school year Brewer practices with the team Monday through Saturday including
lifting once a week. The team
has its season in the fall, and

plays a couple games every
week.
In addition, Brewer has a big
commitment in practicing and
playing with travel volleyball
year-round. They practice three
times weekly and lift on two of
those days.
Brewer had offers from both
Mary Washington and University
of Virginia-Wise.
The reason she was drawn to
Mary Washington was their team
chemistry and facilities.
“They were very welcoming
and it felt like home when I got
there. They also have a really
nice, new gym,” said Brewer.
Brewer verbally committed
to Mary Washington at the end
of May.
She is looking forward to
playing volleyball in college.
“If I didn’t play I wouldn’t know
what to do with myself,” said
Brewer.
These two athletes join a select group of current Godwin students who have received athletic
scholarships to be student-athletes at the collegiate level. Both
Brewer and Hall are excited to
have achieved their dreams of
playing athletics in college, and
look forward to continuing to play
at a high level for Godwin in their
respective sports.
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