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New staff members, new classrooms, and an extra day off
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This past summer, Godwin
underwent several changes that
will affect the upcoming school
year.
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Staff changes

For starters, GHS welcomed
larger than usual number of new
members to its faculty.
Among them are new assistan principal for the sophomore
class Cecily Gardner; new
counseling director Meredith
Holder; and new activities director, Thomas Nadeau (see new
teacher profiles on pg. 6).
After former Godwin activities
director Ryan Molloy moved on
to become Atlee High School’s
AD, Nadeau stepped in, eager
to take on the task.
Nadeau is an alumnus of
Godwin and graduated with the
Class of 1998.
He most recently worked at
Glen Allen High School before
making the move to Godwin.
“I came to Godwin because
of the strong athletic programs,
and I saw it as a way to give
back to a community that gave
me opportunities as a student
athlete and later as a teacher
coach.
“I want to make sure that all
of our students have the opportunity to get involved in some
type of activity that is meaningful
to them in order to get the most
out of high schoo,” said Nadeau.
Holder will be taking over as
the Director of School Counseling for the Eagles after the
retirement of Deanna Hudson.
Holder graduated from Patrick Henry High School in 1988,
and then went on to graduate
from Randolph-Macon College
in 1992.
“I am excited to be Godwin’s
new School Counseling Director,” said Holder, “I heard over
and over again about all the
wonderful staff and exciting accomplishments of the students.”
Holder intends to incorporate
more technology into her counseling approach.
“I plan to implement new
technology tools to stay in touch
with students and families,” said
Holder.
According to Holder, a new
application called Remind 101
will be available for students
to receive updates from school
counseling.
GHS’s counselors are thrilled
to have Holder as a part of their
staff.
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The old Journalism publications room in the 10s hall that has been converted to a
Spanish classroom for the 2015-2016 school year.
“Mrs. Holder, the new Director of School Counseling has
brought a nice positive energy with her. We all miss Mrs.
Hudson, our previous Director,
but having new ideas and new
approaches is a great way to
energize a department,“ said
counselor Juliana Schatz.
Gardner will be the assistant
principal for the 10th grade after
the retirement of Sandra Justice
at the end of the 2014-2015
school year.
Gardner previously worked
for Highland Springs High
School before becoming an
assistant principal for Godwin.
Over the summer, Godwin
said goodbye to Driver’s Education and Head Varsity Wrestling
Coach Chris Harris, who moved
to Norfolk for a new teaching
position.
Although the wrestling team
will have to adjust to new coaching, senior wrestler Nico Rivera
is optimistic about the upcoming
season.
“I was well aware Coach Harris was going to leave because
he told the whole team,” said
senior wrestler Nico Rivera,
“but that’s not stopping us this
year because his older brother
Bob Harris will be the new head
coach. We’re going for a threepeat for the district title,” said
Rivera.
The Eagles also said farewell
to Spanish teacher Jackie Gottenstein, who moved to Northern
Virginia.
The staff is not the only thing
that has changed. Classrooms
have also been shifted around.

Classrooms swap
hallways

Spanish classrooms that had
occupied the 200s hallway for
years have now been relocated
to the 10s hallway on the opposite side of the building.
“The administration wanted
to get a more ‘departmentalized’
building,” said Spanish teacher
Debora Monroy, “I am excited
about our new area. It’s wonderful to have all Spanish classes
on one hall.”
Not only Spanish classrooms
were affected by the move.
Mathematics, English, Journalism, and Drama classrooms
made a move too.
“When I first came to school
earlier this summer to work on
the paper, I was surprised to see
the classrooms had moved. It
was a big shift, but now the publications room that we work in
is in the old teacher’s lounge in
the 200s hall. We have plenty of
room to work on the Eagles’ Eyrie,“ said Assistant editor-in-chief
Olivia Carey.

New holiday for
Henrico students

Students across Henrico
County will also have a holiday
on Sept. 23 due to the UCI Road
World Championships bike race
that will be hosted by Richmond
this year. It will occupy roads
throughout the city as well as in
surrounding areas.
In past years the race has
been held in Ponferrada, Spain;
Florence, Italy; Valkenburg,
Netherlands; and Copenhagen,

Denmark.
The event will be taking place
from Sept. 19 through Sept. 27.
It will draw crowds of people and
create obstacles for bus drivers
as well as high schoolers who
drive to school.
While students will have the
day off, HCPS faculty will have a
planning and development day.
“I think it’s a good idea because on that day the race is on
some streets in Henrico which
could cause some transportation
issues,” said senior Zach Appel,
“I think it was a good move to
switch the half day to a full day
off to avoid street closures and
race crowds.”
“I’m excited for the race
because it is bringing a lot of
publicity to the ctiy,” said junior
Emily Miller. “There’s also a lot
of remodeling down town, and
of course, it’s always fun getting
off school for a day.”

For more
updates on
the new school
year, head to
godwineagles.
org.
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Target takes a step away from gendered marketing
11 SEPT. 2015

pen over the next few months.”
Fits of anger have exploded
over the radio and various entertainment sources, but those that
praise the idea also have spoken
up in agreement with Target.
“I support it fully because it

Kaylynn Henley
Opinion editor
Nearing the latter of summer,
Target decided to reveal to the
public some eyebrow-raising
changes to their stores that have
caused a stir across America.
Target’s website provides an
explanation of the new changes
that will occur at their stores: “…
our teams are working across
the store to identify areas where
we can phase out gender-based
signage to help strike a better
balance…in the kids’ Bedding
area, signs will no longer feature
suggestions for boys or girls,
just kids.
In the Toys aisles, we’ll also
remove reference to gender,
including the use of pink, blue,
yellow or green paper...You’ll
see these changes start to hap-

color pink no matter what their
gender is because it’s all still kid
stuff,” says senior Taylor Vowell.
It’s true that in the end it
doesn’t truly matter what type or
color of toy a kid wants, because
kids don’t really pay attention
to if something is “girly” or “for
boys” until a parental figure
decides so.
A New York Times article
explains that, “…color can also
be used to manipulate children’s
perceptions of what toys they
should play with…[for example]
girls were much more likely to
opt for traditionally male toys,
like airplanes, if they were pink.”
So why the outrage? Well,
one popular tweet making its
rounds on twitter before Target’s
decision begged them “don’t do
this” with a picture of “building
sets” and “girls’ building sets”,
and some replies and retweets
disagreed with the original poster, calling Target’s decision just
a move towards political correctness and a way to appease
feminists.

In a thread featured on Target’s page, someone commented “…I will not step foot in their
stores, I have Grandchildren…I
will not be forced to turn them
gay…telling us dress your
daughter like a boy, heck better
yet dress your son like a girl,
sounds stupid right, because
it is, leave things the way they
were.”
As the LGBT+ movement
increases in support across
media, a number of those in
opposition of it fear that Target’s
decision is a tactic to encourage
young children to pursue queer
inclusiveness.
There is resentment towards
the fact that Target is no longer
labelling colors such as pink as
“girl” and blue as “boy”.
The idea that something as

as masculine or feminine is a
belief ingrained in people at birth
by society.
Part of the problem lies in
marketing. According to an
article from Forbes, “Gender
marketing pigeonholes our
behaviors.”
Since gender stereotypes
have become such a norm in
American society, the thought
that a boy playing with a toy
considered “feminine” causes
many to automatically assume
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“Regardless of backlash, all changes Target plans to
make will take place in every one of their Target stores,
including the ones in the Richmond area.
the child wants to be “like a girl”
or is gay. This means that if the
boy or the parent does not want
to be either of these things, society nudges them to stay within
“male” constraints, and play with
boy designated toys.
Target plans to eradicate their
being part of the problem as a
result of parents expressing their
discomfort towards the gender
stereotypes.
One glad mother says “My
son and I did some shopping
at Target today, and I promise

the experience didn’t leave him
scarred or questioning his sexual identity…Can everyone calm
down already? It’s a matter of
taking a couple of signs down,
not mixing clothing and hygiene
products in an effort to convert
anyone…”
Regardless of backlash, all
changes Target plans to make
will take place in every one of
their Target stores, including the
ones in the Richmond area.
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CENTERSPREAD

Exceptonal Education Teacher Jennifer Andrews
at the Natural History Museum, London.

11 SEPT. 2015

Technology Teacher Sandra Dunkum and her
family at the Palace of Versailles in France.

11 SEPT. 2015
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School Counselor Julie Schatz at the top of
Mt. Katahdin, Maine.

Traveling Teachers!
Assistant Principal Cecily Gardner in Puerto Pico.

Science Teacher Joushua McKeon at the South Shore Harbor
Marina, New Orleans (far right).

Principal Asssistant
Margaret Cipolla with the
“Shark Girl” sculpture at
the Canal Waterfront on
Lake Erie, Buffallo, New
York.

English Teacher Catherine Cooper (far left)
in the opening scene of the musical Man of La
Mancha.

For more Traveling Teacher pictures
go to godwineagles.org

English Teacher Christine Maddox and her sister in front of
the house used for the Home Alone movie in Chicago.

page compiled by Margaretta Sackor and
Jordan Payne
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Fresh faces brighten up Godwin’s hallways
Name: Allie Firebaugh
Subject: Physics
Favorite book: A Brief History
of Time
Favorite author: Stephen King
Favorite quote: “Neither
Intelligence nor imagination nor
both together go to the waking of
gemius. Love, love, love is the soul
of genius.”
Interesting fact: I’ve driven
across the country twice.
College(s): Emory & Henry
College and Georgia Tech
Favorite pasttime: Relaxing on
the river
Advice for students: If you
simply do your best, you have no
reason to stress.
Teaching experience: I was
board sub for French at J.R. Tucker
in 2014

Name: Kaitlyn Knott
Subject: Chemistry
Favorite Book: Harry Potter (all
of them)
Favorite Author: Beverly Barton
Favorite Quote: “Fall seven
times, stand up eight.”
Interesting Fact: I played water
polo in high school and college.
College(s): Penn State University
Favorite pasttime: Reading,
swimming, and cooking
Advice for Students: be prepared to work hard and you will do
wonderfully!
Teaching experience: James
Wood High School chemistry teacher
for three years

Name: Helen Phillips
Subject: Chemistry and Biology
II
Favorite book: Too many to
pick
Favorite author: Ilona Andrews
Favorite quote: “What you tell
yourself everyday will either lift you
up or tear you down.”
Interesting fact: I jump on
every chance to travel.
College(s): Sweet Briar College
Favorite pasttime: Spending
time with my family
Advice for students: Learn to
study now. College will be easier if
you do.
Teaching experience: I have
taught biology and AP Environmental science at Brookville High
School in Lynchbug for three years.

Name: Cecily Gardner
Position: Assistant Principal
Favorite book: Fortunate Sun
Favorite author: Stephen King
Favorite quote: “A man who
pays respect to the great, paves the
way for his own greatness.”
Interesting fact: I can imitate
almost anyone.
College(s): James Madison
University, Virginia Commonwealth
University, George Washington
University
Favorite pasttime: Reading and
traveling
Advice for students: Love who
you are so you are capable of loving
others.
Teaching experience: 18 years
Other teaching jobs: Two years
at Pocahontas Middle School in
Powhatan, 16 years at Henrico High
School

Name: Renee Blackman
Subject: Algebra I - Exceptional
Education
Favorite book: Teach Like a
Champion
Favorite author: J.K. Rowling
Favorite quote: “We can all
learn. Just not in the same way.”
Interesting fact: My family is all
from Guyana in South America.
College(s): Virginia Union
University, Virginia State University, University of Virginia, Walden
University
Favorite pasttime: Reading
Advice for students: Never
give up.
Teaching experience: Four
years of elementary school and
eight of middle school
Other teaching jobs: Richmond
Public Schools

Name: Mike Martin
Subject: Exceptional Education
Favorite book: Modesty Blaise
Favorite author: Peter O’Donnell
Favorite quote: “When I was
crazy, I thought you were great.”
Interesting Fact: I’m a competitive powerlifter.
College(s): University of Maryland Baltimore County, Coppin
State, University of Richmond
Favorite pasttime: Reading or
watching soccer
Advice for students: Do your
best everyday.
Teaching experience: 15
years
Other teaching jobs: Maryland, Donahue Elementary
School, Glen Lea Elementary
School
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New teacher introductions continued
Name: Jake Earle
Subject: Algebra
Favorite book: The Art of Fielding
Favorite author: Toni Morrison
Favorite quote: “To be early is
to be on time, to be on time is to be
late, and to be late is unacceptable.”
Interesting fact: I was in a Major
League Baseball commercial
College(s): University of Richmond
Favorite pasttime: Cooking
Advice for students: Work hard
and be open minded to new ideas.
Teaching experience: First year
Other teaching jobs: The Loomis
Chaffee Summer Program

Name: Tom Nadeau
Position: Director of Student
Activities
Favorite quote: “Never, never,
never give up.”
Interesting fact: I grew up in Ontario before moving to Richmond.
College(s): Longwood University
Favorite pasttime: Spending
time with family
Advice for students: Get involved
Teaching experience: Three
years at Moody Middle School, five
years at Godwin High School, five
years at Glen Allen High School

Name: Emily Bauer
Subject: Biology
Favorite book: No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency
Favorite author: Alexander McCall Smith
Favorte quote: “Every day is a
second chance.”
Interesting fact: I studied abroad
in Zanzibar, Tanzania.
College(s): University of Richmond
Favorite pasttime: Spending time
outside with my husband and dog
Advice for students: Don’t sweat
the small stuff!
Teaching experience: Student
teaching at Godwin
Other teaching jobs: Teaching
Assistant for Microbiology at University of Richmond

Name: Melissa Garber
Subject: World History 1 and 2
Favorite book: The Hobbit
Favorite author: Tolkien
Favorite quote: “It is not because things are difficult that we
dare not venture. It is because we
dare not venture that things are
difficult.”
College(s): Virginia Commonwealth University
Favorite pasttime: Baking or
CrossFit
Advice for students: Don’t wait
until the last minute.
Teaching experience: Seven
years of World History 1 at Highland
Springs HS
Other teaching jobs: Assistant
to Director of Educational programs
at Wilton House Museum

Name: Meredith Holder
Position: Director of School Counseling
Favorite book: Too many to pick
Favorite quote: “Be bold and courageous. When you look back on your
life, you’ll regret the things you didn’t
do more than the ones you did.”
Interesting fact: Right after
college, I was a Viginia State Police
Trooper for two and a half years.
College(s): Randolph-Macon College, University of Maryland
Favorite pasttime: Heading to
Deltaville and going out on our boat.
Advice for students: Never
underestimate your power to change
yourself.
Teaching experience: School
counselor for 14 years. North Carolina
for two years, South Carolina for three
years, Hanover County for two years,
Varina High School for seven years

Name: Brooke Davis
Position: Librarian
Favorite book: To Kill a Mocking
Bird
Favorite author: Agatha Christie
Favorite quote: “It is only with
the heart that one sees rightly, what
is essential is invisible to the eye.”
Interesting fact: I was an environmental Geologist for five years
before becoming a teacher.
College(s): William and Mary,
Virginia Commonwealth University,
Longwood University
Favorite pasttime: Gardening,
yoga, walking or hiking in beautiful
places
Advice for students: You can
do anything you set your mind to!
Teaching experience: Earth
Science and Library
Other teaching jobs: J.R. Tucker and Varina
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Great Expectations:
Freshmen Edition

“I’m excited to have more freedom.”
- Cameron Butler

“I’m scared of getting lost.” 		
- Jordan Walker

“I’m most excited about school
events.”
- Jordon Richmond

I’m excited about not being in middle school anymore.”
- Allison Paner

“I’m excited about being in marching band.”
“I’m looking forward to football
- Brandon Quinn
games.”
- Katie Waller

“I’m afraid of getting lost.” “I’m excited to meet new
- Jenna Woodburn (l) people.”
- Caitlin Woods (r)
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