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Vandalism occurs at GHS
Gigi Justice
Online editor
On return from the 2013
winter break, Eagle faculty and
staff were surprised to find crude
spray paint covering the field
house and concession area.
The vandalism depicted different names of Godwin students and vulgar images that
have proven costly to remove.
This is not the first time the
Godwin field house, press box,
and concession area have been
vandalized.
On Nov. 10, 2006 the press
box and the track were vandalized costing in excess of
$30,000 in damages.
The track and press box were
not the only property damaged
with the previous vandalism.
The eagle statue was removed
from the front of Godwin due to
damages.
Along with the expense,
the vandalism also resulted in
the arrest, prosecution, and
conviction of multiple Freeman
students who then had to pay
restitution.
There are few facts regarding
the previous vandalism because
many of the Godwin staff members were not employed at the
time, so the exact report is not

A tarp covers vandalism of the Godwin press box that occured in early
January. Other areas of the track were also damaged by paint.
known.
It should not be as expensive
this time around because the
track itself was not damaged
and last time the damages to the
track proved to be the costliest.
“The main cost will be many
man hours from our maintance
men and custodial staff. As of
right now we have a first coat of

paint covering the vandalism but
there it will take multiple coats to
finish the job,” said Director of
Student Activities Ryan Molloy.
Godwin principal Beth Armbruster and members of the
administration have been very
concerned about the vandalism.
Armbruster went on to say

freshmen.
Depending on the number of
students interested, an application may be required for this
class.
“My hope is that every student will leave this class with a
better understanding of themselves and their potential,” said
Guyer, “I hope that students feel
more prepared for college and
life thereafter.”

whether a lot of students will
show interest in these classes,”
said Hudson, “We will have a
better idea of which classes will
be more popular after course
sheets are turned in.”
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in an email sent to the Godwin
community that the time and
money spent cleaning up the
repeated vandalism had proven
too costly.
“We thank you all in advance
for your support as we work to
keep our facility in great shape
for our students for many years
to come,” said Armbruster.

New classes come to Godwin
Madeline Bryson
News editor
In the 2014-2015 school year,
Godwin will be offering several
new classes for students to
partake in.
New classes include Principles of Leadership, AP Computer Science, Robotic Design,
Crafts, AP Physics I, AP Physics
II, and AP Physics C
“Typically, a class is added
to Godwin’s course selection
sheet when someone goes to
the principal and asks permission because they feel like the
class would be a good addition
to the curriculum,” said Director
of School Counseling Deanna
Hudson.
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Principles of Leadership will
be an honors class.
It is intended to examine the
qualities and leadership styles of
recognized leaders and develop
citizens who possess the leadership abilities to meet present
and future challenges in a global
society.
This class will be taught by
French teacher Mindy Guyer.
This class will not be offered for

AP Computer
Science
AP Computer Science is a
new addition to the mathematics
department.
The object of this class is
to understand object-oriented
design and programing, learn to
code Java in a well-structured
fashion and in good style giving
attention to clarity of both code
documentation, and learn to use
Java library packages, classes, an interfaces and the Java
Collections framework within
the scope of the APCS-A Java
subset.
This class will be taught by
math teacher John Mustachio.
It will also not be offered to
freshmen.
“It’s hard to say at this point

Technology of
Robotic Design

Technology of Robotic Design
will also be new to the course
sheet this year.
“I am one of the two teachers in the county offering this
class,” said technology teacher
Henry Hurlburt, “It was pushed
by my students, they wanted a
class with more robotic based
material.”
It is open to all grade levels.
Students do not need be a
member of the robotics team in
order to take the class.
“This class could be helpful to
robotics,” said Hurlburt, “During
the building season, students in
this class could help design the
current year’s robot.”
Students do not need to have
any prior experience with robotics to qualify for the class.
“Students do not have to
have any prior experience with
technology,” said Hurlburt, “By
the end of the year, students will

have basic knowledge of simple
machines and programming.”

Crafts
Crafts is the also a brand
new class that will be added
next year.
This class will allow students
to explore the role of crafts in
different cultures, develop skills
in selected crafts, and help students understand aesthetics and
criticism in relation to crafts.
It has not been decided who
will be teaching this class next
year.
“We don’t know for sure who
will be teaching what class next
year,” said Hudson, “That is up
for administration to decide.”
A common misconception at
Godwin is that there needs to
be a minimum of 15 students
signed up for a class in order for
this class to “make.”
“That assumption is incorrect,” said Hudson, “What we
have to look at is the overall
picture, and how many required
courses we have to offer. Required courses take precedence
over electives.”

This story is continued on page 2
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Godwin welcomes French teacher
Michael Quinan
Staff Writer
Laura Rhodes is the newest
addition to the Godwin Foreign
Language department.
Rhodes will be the replacement teacher for the retired
French teacher Julie Brooks.
Rhodes started teaching on

sition through an email she

winter break.
She believes her teaching
experience as a student teacher
at Henrico High School has prepared her for this new job.
She learned about the po-

said Rhodes.
Rhodes grew up in Chicago, Illinois and then attended
Virginia Tech as a French and

AP Physics

of the material taught, and the

Public Schools.
a post as a French Teacher at
Godwin had opened up.
“I became a French teacher
because I love the language and

said Rhodes.
“She has made the transition
win sophomore Alie Crehore.
Rhodes was vocal in her
opinion that she wanted nothing
but success for her students.
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said Rhodes.

Rhodes will teacher two different levels of
French at Godwin. She began working on Jan. 6

PowerSchool

to another. PowerSchool does

“New Classes” continued from page 1
A big change is occurring in
In the past, there has been
avaliable to students.
Then after completing that
course, students have the choice

for students.
Students will either have to
ics I.
Then after completing that
course, students can take AP

Students should also note
that now, rather than getting a

During December, teachers

test out PowerSchool.
teachers begins next week.

What exam did you study most for?

ics II and pass the AP exams, in
credit.
Each of the classes individuter course in college.
will also be on course selection
sheets.

PowerSchool.
ginia use PowerSchool. In fact,
said assistant principal Leigh
Dunavant.
PowerSchool is a student inand track records, including
grades and attendance.

Fetsko. .
and seniors.
Those who take the class

linear momentum, circular motion and rotations, oscillations,
and gravitation.
not the case. Most schools had

Another big change will be
happening in 2014-2015 in

for students with a strong inter-

teachers and administrators to
manage student records.
It also allows schools to
share attendance and grade
information with the parents of
students.
“Unlike HCPSlink, it is web
based so teachers can access
an Ethernet connection, and

and Ben Leonoff, based on 100 students
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New basketball managers foster team chemistry
Chase Binns
Staff writer
Before the basketball season
began, two basketball fanatics,
sophomores Owen Hicks and
AJ Pleasants, became part of
the Godwin basketball program.
Hicks and Pleasants, both
special education students, are
managers of basketball teams
at Godwin. Pleasants is the
manager of the JV boys’ team
and Hicks is the manager of the
varsity boys’ team.
Pleasants and Hicks are both
very involved with the teams.
During every timeout Hicks distributes water and towels to the
players. Hicks goes to nearly
every practice where he helps
set the scoreboard and pass
balls to players.
“My favorite part is spending
time with the team and helping
them out when they need it,”
said Hicks.
Hicks has become a part of
the team. “The players love
(Owen), and he is in the locker
room before the games where
he leads the ‘Go Eagles’ chant,

sity head coach Hunter Thomas.
Outside of school Hicks goes
to VCU basketball games, and
enjoys shooting around in his
free time. He also has an interest in baseball, but according to
Hicks, basketball is his favorite
sport.
Before basketball practices,
Hicks and sophomore varsity
player Brett Buisson take turns
shooting and rebounding for
each other. Buisson and Hicks
have built a special relationship
since the season started, and
Owen even stated that Buisson
is his favorite player.
“Owen’s like a brother to me
and everyone else on the team.
He always knows how to get us
bly one of my best friends since
I got to meet him during this
season,” said Buisson.
After almost every big play
in a Godwin rivalry game one
the players on the bench, and
pointing at the crowd.
Pleasants has also been
very involved as the JV basket-
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Sophomores Owen Hicks(l) and A.J. Pleasants(r) make impact on boys basketball teams.
ball manager. He eats meals
with the players before away
games and sits on the sideline
during the games.
During timeouts, Pleasants
leads the team in the breaking
down of the huddle. Before
games, he plays defense with all
of the players while they work on
their ball-handling during warmups. “I really like to help,” said
Pleasants.
Pleasants demonstrates a
high understanding and a passion for the game of basketball.

“AJ is always comparing our
basketball to pro basketball. He
will say ‘play defense like the
Pacers’ or ‘that guy is as tall as
Roy Hibbert,’” said sophomore
and JV player, Nick Grossman.
Along with basketball, Pleasants also takes pride in his
schoolwork. Pleasants said, “I
love school and getting good
grades.”
Jake Thomas, son of coach
Hunter Thomas, is now a coach
for the JV basketball team, and
had built a relationship with

Pleasants before he became
manager. Thomas had been
working with the special education gym class, and he noticed
how much Pleasants enjoyed
basketball. Thomas then invited
him to be the JV manager.
According to Thomas, Pleasants has loved his job as the
manager. “Being the manager
means everything to AJ and his
family. AJ truly feels like he is
part of this team and doing this
is what he looks forward to all
week,” said Thomas.

Lawrence and Benfer named players of the year
Brent Schlesman
Staff writer
After tremendous seasons,
Godwin athletes Mark Lawrence
and Katherine Benfer have each
won the Richmond Times-Dispatch’s All-Metro Player of the
Year.
Lawrence, a junior, won the
VHSL State Tournament as
a freshman in 2011 and was
awarded All-Metro golfer of the
year that same season. This
year was no different with Lawrence winning another state
championship and receiving
another All-Metro award.
tournament has improved a lot.
This time I was half as nervous
and felt like I had the advantage
with experience.
“In the offseason, my coach
and I will work on my putting
game which seems to be my
weakness as a now. Hopefully
by next season it should be one
of my strengths,” said Lawrence.

Lawrence is undecided where
he will go to college, but plans
on playing for either Auburn
University or the University of
Virginia.
With one more year left to
play in high school, Lawrence
plans to add to his collection
of trophies, hoping to receive a
fourth state championship
Benfer, a senior, had a championship season as well. On
the Group 5A state meet with
a time of 18:33, making her the
try runner to win an individual
state title.
Benfer was not the only one
on her team to run well at the
overall at the meet, claiming a
state championship trophy.
Along with Benfer’s state title,
and won one regular-season
race.
“I’m proud of what we’ve

day. She just had to believe in
herself.”
“Our coaching staff has
helped me improve over the
years; they always tell us to
believe in ourselves,” said Benfer. “Over the years I have also
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Junior Mark Lawrence
done,” Benfer told the Times
Dispatch. “It’s great we ended
my senior year on a high note.
“My brother Andrew was a
big reason I started running in
the eighth grade, and was one
of the many encouraging along
the way,” said Benfer.
Based on Benfer’s times,
she has progressively gotten
better every season since eighth
grade.
Godwin Girls’ Cross Country
coach, Sherry Hannay told the
Times-Dispatch, “I think we all
knew she could be great one

helped me greatly.
“I am looking to run in college wherever I decide to go,
but I do not know where that is
yet,” said Benfer.
Many other Godwin student
athletes were honored as
All-Metro players, also. For
girls’ cross country they include
Junior Sarah Goodrich (first
team) and Senior Hannah Bullen (second team). There were
three football players honored;
Sophomore D.J. Anderson,
Senior A.B. Rhodes (second
team), and Senior Chris Ray
(honorable mention). The
only volleyball player awarded
All-Metro is Senior Brady Brown
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Senior Katherine Benfer

Visit the Eagles’
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godwineagles.org,
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Godwin sports
news, recaps, and
photos as well as
feature stories.

PAGE 4

CENTERSPREAD

31 JAN. 2014

31 JAN. 2014

GHarmony.com

Name: Harrison Fratkin
Grade: 10th
Hobby: Swing dancing with his

ex-girlfriends

Name: Rachel Peterson
Perfect Mate: Toned deltoids and
Grade: 12th
constructed abdominals
Hobby: Running at sunrise
Dream Valentine’s Day Date: Going Perfect Mate: Tall, tan, and handsome
through a car wash (windows slightly
Dream Valentine’s Day Date: Horseopened)

Their Best Quality: Open to anything

CENTERSPREAD

back riding through the vineyard at
sunset

Name: Tommy Kinnick
Grade: 11th
Hobby: Watching The Bachelor
Perfect Mate: Under 150 lbs., built,
intelligent, preppy, detachable
nose
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Name: Maggie Smith
Grade: 10th
Hobby: Soccer
Perfect Mate: Tall, funny, and a
good smile

Dream Valentine’s Day Date: Romantic dinner

Their Best Quality: Smooth chin

Dream Valentine’s Day Date:
Chuck E. Cheese

Their Best Quality: Knows every-

Their Best Quality: Easy-going,

word to all the songs on Q.94

dreamy blue eyes

Name: James O’Toole
Grade: 12th
Hobby: Hanging out at nursing

homes

Perfect Mate: Taller than me,
over 300lbs., loud

Name: Adam Collins
Grade: 9th
Hobby: Sitting by the fire while eating

fondue

Perfect Mate: Hairy, chunky, speaks little English
Dream Valentine’s Day Date: Tree climbing
Their Best Quality: Excessive amount of likes on in-

stagram

Dream Valentine’s Day Date:

Eating at the Godwin Cafeteria
and then sitting in the back of my
car

Their Best Quality: Nice, toned,

hairy legs or his sculpted six
pack

Name: Minna Abassy
Grade: 9th
Hobby: Singing
Perfect Mate: Cute, good personality, caring, tall
Dream Valentine’s Day Date: Eating at a nice
restaurant and taking a romantic walk

Their Best Quality: Caring

Pages compiled by: Caroline Mason and Rachel Terrell
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Godwin Senior wins award for community service
Jackie Dillion
Features editor
Every year the Martin Luther
King Jr. Commemoration Association recognizes one student
from each school in Henrico
county for community service
and school involvement.
This year Godwin senior
Yeong Lee was given the Lights
of Hope award by the Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemoration
Association for her service to the
organization Voices of Divided
Korean Families (VODKF).
VODKF was created in 2008
when nine high school students
in Washington D.C. wanted to
raise awareness about Korean
divided families.
Many Korean families were
broken apart by the Korean
War, when the country was split
in half.
South Korean families are given opportunities to reunite with
family members in North Korea
with the government’s support.
However, Korean-American
time reconnecting with lost family
members because North Korea
has remained in isolation.
Korean-Americans are left
with the choice of a broker or
cannot guarantee a reunion.
According to the United States
Department of State, there are
currently about 100,000 estimated Korean-Americans who are
divided family members.
Lee started working for VODKF in April of her sophomore
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Yeong Lee recently received the Lights of Hope Award for
her involvment in the Voices of Divided Korean Families.
year. “I joined VODKF because
I wanted to help these people
and learn about my heritage,”
said Lee.
Lee also co-authored the
book Echoes of Rupture with
eight other Korean-American
students. The book consists of
collected interviews of separated Korean Americans who had
relatives back in North Korea.
“With our book, we hoped

to serve as the liaison between
these Korean American citizens,
who deserve the basic human
right of family, and the American
government,” said Lee.
In the future Lee plans to
continue her work for the organization.
“My hope is to recruit more
members and continue our work
and efforts in reuniting the divided families,” said Lee.

FLAIR
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Conquering the wintry blues in Richmond
Will York
Online editor
Richmond is a wonderful city
full of everything from historic
landmarks to tattoo parlors.
There are usually lots of
activities to do in this wonderful
city, but when the temperature
drops, so do the plans.
Richmond is notorious for
January the high could be nine
degrees one day and 60 degrees the next.
Because of these drastic
temperature changes you have
to have an array of plans under
your belt.
Let’s say it is 50 degrees in
the middle of January, what is
there to do?
This is a comfortable temperature that only calls for a
light jacket, so the possibilities
are endless.
One can still enjoy the wonderful outdoors at locations such
50 degrees is a very well
rounded temperature where
there are not many limitations.

40 is a kind of between temperature where it can be warm
in the sun, but cold in the shade.
You might need a bigger
jacket and a sweet beanie to
stay toasty, but you can still participate in the same activities as
a 50 degree day.
The temperature of 40 decold, but not really cold, and it
is not very warm either. That
is why 30 degrees is the best
temperature for winter.
Some heavier gear might be
needed when it is this cold outside, but it is worth it.
Snow can fall when it is 30
degrees outside which means
that school could be delayed or
cancelled.
Even better, ski resorts can
make snow and fully open their
slopes.
Ski resorts such as Winterare all close enough to Richmond that you can drive there
and ski for the day, whether it is
on a Saturday or a day off from
school.
Tubing is an easier and

cheaper alternative to skiing or
snowboarding.
30 degrees is the picture
perfect temperature for January
but when it gets below 20, winter
becomes less fun.
While skiing and tubing are
still options, you will get colder
faster even if you are wearing
four jackets and a super trill
beanie.
times during Richmond winters,
but either way, you have to be
prepared. Going outside is out
of the question.
The only good reason to go
out is to see one of this season’s
blockbusters, but the ten minutes it takes to scrape the ice
off your car may not be worth it.
“Usually when it is that cold,
do,” said junior Aaron D’Amato.
When the temperature “drops
it like it’s hot” into single digits
there is only one thing to do:
series, wrap up in your cheetah-print snuggie, and enjoy the
great indoors.

warm indoors instead of braving the harsh weather
outside.

Sydney’s successful singles’ Valentine’s Day guide
Flair editor
most dreaded holiday of the year
is ready to rear its ruthless head
once again.

chocolates and confess their
love to whichever girl they decide to court, and women wait in
anticipation for the man of their
dreams to swoop in and become
their knight in shining armor.

Day is a breeze.
maybe a pink stuffed teddy bear,
and spend the day doing cute
things with whomever you love.
However, if you’re lacking

love gifts? Giving and receiving
them feels great, so why not buy
of your friends who don’t have a
Don’t stop there, adults get
lonely too. Buy your favorite
the chorus quartets or a cake
from the Thespian society. Your
options are endless. You have
no excuses.
2.
out of the year solely dedicated
someone you want to go on a
date with but you don’t quite
have the motivation or courage
to get it done, the day of love is
the perfect time to confess how
you really feel. Want to solve a
problem? Attack it at its source.
One of my favorite ways to do

Day can be tough.
with jealousy towards all the
people with others with whom
they can buy/receive gifts.
this distressing holiday, there are
several things you can do.
1. Buy gifts for not-so-sigWho doesn’t

ure it out eventually.
3.
Before Doomsday rolls along,
go out and buy some candy and
them to yourself from yourself.

including English teacher Rebecca Struble.
want than you do.
you can always go out on Feb.
15 instead and buy yourself all
the leftover, discounted candy.
You deserve it, you fragile soul.
4.
both males and females feel
pusillanimous (it’s a vocab word,
Google it).
What’s better at making you

feel like more of a man than a
movie with lots of explosions and
Don’t watch any sappy, lovey-dovey movies, especially
ones with Ryan Gosling. Those
will only make you feel worse.
Ryan Gosling sets the bar way
too high. Stay away from that
handsome devil.
5.
The act of crying is
one of the most cleansing things

you can do. Crying helps you
see better, kills bacteria in your
eyes, and even makes you happier overall. So let it out, man.
Everyone needs a good cry
every once in a while.
tions in mind and you won’t have
again. For the other 364 days
in the year, however, you’re on
your own. Good luck, kiddos.

Visit godwineagles.org for the best movies of 2013
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The Best/Worst Pick-Up Lines at Godwin
You Decide
“Good thing I have my library card,
because I am checking you out.”
		
Will Templeman, Fr.

“Was your dad an artist because
you are a masterpiece.”
Bardia Janhangiri. Fr.
“I’ve never kissed a girl.”
Trent Holt, So.

“Follow me on Twitter so I
know it’s real.”
Rachel Terrell, Sr.
“Life without you is like a broken
pencil, Pointless.”
		
Trevor Holt, Fr.

“Do you like Lucky Charms? - Because
you look magically delicious.”
		
Erik Nelson, Sr.

“How much does a polar bear weigh?
Enough to break the ice.”
		
Tyler Fitzgerald, So.

“Do you have a band-aid?because i scraped my knee
falling for you.”
		
Luke White, Fr.

“It’s sunny out. Harrison Fratkin,
can I buy you an orange juice?”
Harrison Fratkin, So.

“I’m missing a major organ.
It’s my heart. You stole it
away.”
Immanuel Bryant, Jr.

“Are you a fruit cause HONEY
DEW you know how fine you look
right now?”
		
Alaina Smoot, Sr.

“I want to live in your
socks so I can be with you
every step of the way.”
		
Wayne Clevert, Sr.

“Aye, can I get cha numba?”
Jovan Hughes, Fr.

“My doctor said I’m deficient in
vitamin U.”
Aaron D’Amato, Jr.

“I lost my number. Can I
have yours?”
		Anonymous
“Are you made of copper and
tellurium? Because you are CuTe.”
“You’re like a tornado. You blow me 		
Sydney Houtz, Sr.

away.”
				Walter Scott, Jr.

“Are you a beaver? Cause dam.”
Abbey Pennington, Sr.
Page compiled by: MacKenzie Wells
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